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Snow Train Old Movie Night Feb 2

This is your chance to see the 1934-1939 movies of
the Snow train excursions by SWC. We will show
several of the movies that documented theses early
days in North Creek. These movies show the trails,
town and train. The meeting will be at the Ancient Order
of Hibernians hall on State Street in Schenectady.

This will be a good night to make plans with friends
for a ride on the train March 4th, or to just meet at the
station for a group photo.

There is a social session from 7:00 to 7:30 where,
over a drink, you can catch up on what is happening in
the Club while the formal meeting starts at 7:30.

Ancient Order of Hibernian's, 1748 State St. s just
east of Rt 7 (the Cross town) in uptown Schenectady.
To find the Ancient Order of Hibernians take State
Street toward Albany. It is on the right side
approximately 4 %2 blocks past the Rt 7 overpass. If
coming from the Thruway take 1-890 to Rt 7 East and
exit at State Street (Rt 5). Turn right at the top of the
ramp and go East 4 ¥z blocks. From the Troy direction,
take Rt. 7 all the way to State Street (Rt 5) and turn left
at the top of the ramp and go 4 %2 blocks to 1748 State
St. on the right.

Attack of La Nifia movie on Feb 16

“Attack of La Nifia” is a recap of one of the longest
and deepest North American winters on record, served
up courtesy of the worldwide weather phenomenon
known as la nifia. “Last winter continued to amaze us
as the season went on — weather patterns relentlessly
pounded the western US and Canada,” said Matchstick
Productions (ski film company) executive producer
Murray Wais. “Attack of La Nifia” showcases the talents
of today’s best skiers in a journey through the snowiest
winter of their lives. This action-packed film — captured
using the most state of the art camera equipment
available — demonstrates the limit of what is possible in
modern freeskiing. Featuring super steep descents,
unbelievably deep powder, and giant airs, “Attack of La
Nifia” will transport you to Colorado, Alaska, British
Columbia, Washington, California, and many other
world-class destinations.

The movie will be shown at the Thursday meeting at
the Hibernian Hall in Schenectady.
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Open House and New Members
weekend at the Clubhouse Feb 3-5

Friday, Feb 3 to Sunday Feb 5 we are welcoming all
new members who joined during 2011 & '12 to come
visit the SWC clubhouse in Waterbury Center, do some
skiing and meet other SWCers. Sandy Leith the SWC
Lodge Director and Pete Weykamp, Club President will
be hosting the weekend at the Clubhouse. Everyone is
welcome to bring an app to share for Saturday night. All
new members will get $5 off the weekend lodge rate per
night. Also we’ll have some folks available for personal
tours of local mountains. Make your reservations and
call Sandy with any questions. See you at the
house!

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Feb 2 Meeting: Snow Train Movie Night

Feb 3-5 Open House and New Members weekend

Feb 3-5 Climbers Lodge/Rock and River weekend
Feb9  MVHC Covered Dish Supper

Feb 12 Thacher Nature Walk and Talk

Feb 16 Meeting “Attack of La Nina” movie

Mar 1 Meeting Program to be announced

Mar 14-18 Club Appreciation Days at Stowe (cheap ski)
Mar 15 Meeting: Program to be announced

April 5 Meeting: Cross Country Bike ride, Bill Kornrumpf
April19 Annual Meeting: Election of officers & Ice cream
X-C Every Wed call Anna ( 489-5092) for location

78th Anniversary of the SWC Snow Train

Sunday, March 4, 1934 was the date of first run of
SWC's Snow train to North Creek. Like this season, it was
a season of little snow and the train was canceled several
times before the March 4th run.

There is a plan to reenact the snow train arrival on
March 4 of this year. Rick Cobello is coordinating the
event. Some will probably ride the train up from Saratoga
and others will drive up for the event. We will meet in
North Creek for a group photo at the train station. We will
also see if we can arrange some other activities that
weekend. Are you interested in skiing the old Roaring
Brook or Rabbit Pond trails? These and other activities
may be something you can do that weekend.

Check the website for more details as the date gets
closer. Ride the train or just meet for the photo - | am sure
some members will find their way to a local North Creek
establishment to dine and discuss the day.

You can email Rick at rick.cobello@gmail.conm let
him know if you will be there and ride the train or drive up.
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President's Corner

Hello reader(s - but that might be too hopeful). Last
month | left you hanging with an unfinished chairlift
ride. What | wanted to convey was the variety of
personalities we skiers represent. Oh, and the things
you learn on the eight minute ride We get the ski
report; 1) Gore's coverage is as good — probably better
than anywhere in southern Vermont, 2) they're
breaking ankles and skis in Aspen, 3) if you have a tele
ski you'd like to use for downhill, check out “Quiver
Killers” Google 'em, and 4) don't ask really cool powder
skiers if they saw the game last night. They'll tell you
that they don't own a TV. I've been skiing Gore for so
long and so often, a lot of ride mates are looking
familiar. It's like I'm recycling through them. It's a little
concerning because | can't use the same stories.

Here's the report as of mid-January. Still no snow to
write home about. What is worth writing about is the
Chili Cook-off at the AOH. Over 60 folks sampled 11
entries. The four winners each received a free night
lodging at the ski house. Some revealed their secrets.
The vegetarian chili had peanut butter and the most
savory winner had an adobe(?) sauce. Guinness and
chili — an exception combination. Look for details
about the Mac and Cheese Bake-off in March.

Over 20 members took advantage of the Stowe Ski
Club Appreciation days. Walt, the consummate host
lead a group of 14 around the mountain. Chief Jon
Skawold suggested a run down Chin Clip and as we
stopped at the first turn, we looked up and saw Cyd
make some sweet turns through the moguls. Go Cyd!

Friday started out with what felt like a sand storm to
the face but then a bonafide snow storm broke through
and it was into the tress. Folks are so into “floating”
over the powder they keep getting fatter and fatter skis.
Apparently there is an arms race of sorts to have the
fattest skis. Standing next to these skis, my Mantras
(98 under foot) look like toothpicks.

Hey, Mt Ellen is offering a $30 lift ticket on Thursdays
(non-holiday). Couple that with the Warren Miller
coupon and a reduced price ticket to Stowe or Jay and
you've got a great — and cheap — three day ski
weekend.

Bon ski folks. Our time has come. Pete Weykamp

Skiing Gore this winter ?

When there, a number of SWC members plan to use
the lunch room directly behind the registers. So if you
alone and looking for a ski or lunch partner, gear-up in
this room.

Apres ski is Bar Vino in North Creek and they boast
the north county's best beer and wine selection.
Another favorite SWC stop the Black Mountain with
great drafts and all food cooked in-house.

Low Cost Skiing Opportunities
Stowe Club Days 2011-12 ski season

The tradition continues!!! Stowe has a club discount day
event 3/14-18 with lift tickets at deep discounts to club
members. All that’s needed is your current SWC card
and you too can enjoy a full day of skiing/riding at
Stowe VT stating at $43 and getting as low as $30 for
adults (13-64) and $17 for Jr/sir (6-12 and 65+). Go to:
www.stowe.com/groups/club_council/  for more
information. The Clubhouse fills during these times so
plan ahead.

Mt Ellen (Sugarbush North)$30Thursdays

Mt Ellen (Sugarbush North) is offering $30 lift tickets
through the remainder of the season (except Presidents
Week). Located on VT Routel7 just west of VT RT
100 at Warren Vermont, this ski center is approximately
23 miles from the SWC's Waterbury Center Clubhouse.
More information at http://www.sugarbush.com/winter

NY Capital District Ski Council Days

Cheap Ski days are once again available from the NY
Capital District Ski Council ski area appreciations . You
will need to go to their web page for details and updates
at http://nycdsc.org/69.html. This is what we have for
now. Hope you have a great season.

Plattekill Mountain _ Council Rates: ANY DAY $10
OFF with membership card. Get a group of 32 people
with from the council and get $15 off of group rate

Magic Mountain offers Council Members with ID
card $25 on all Mondays and Fridays

Whiteface $38 2/6, 3/18-19, 4/1-2

Super Sundays: 2/5, 3/11, 4/1 ($35/30/25)

Gore $42 2/27, 3/12, 4/6

Okemo $38 3/2-4 ($42), 3/30-31

Mt. Snow: $42-Fri, $49-Sat, $47-Sun 2/24-26; 3/9-11
Okemo: tickets are available 8am-12 noon at the Group
Sales Center in the Clock Tower base area. You must
present a current club membership card.

Whiteface and Gore : Club ID as well as a photo ID.

Mt. Snow: Show SWC card at the Group Sales
office in the Sundance Base Lodge. 8:30-1:00
midweek, 7:30-1:00 weekends and holidays.

Make sure you check the NYCDSC web site and the
ski area's web sites to verify the details. The Chatter
will not accept any responsibility for typos.

You didn't plan your ski vacation

yet ? Need an excuse ?

If you need an excuse, wait no longer. VT can use your
help recovering from Irene by going to VT and skiing. Skiing's
never been so noble. They NEED us skiing. It's your civic
duty to assist the recovery effort. Restaurants, shops, ski
areas, gas stations all need us and if you go - it will help them
and it may even be what you need to get you into heaven.

> We can all use a little help. Ski Vermont a lot this winter and

bank your do-gooder credits.
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Clubhouse News by sandy Leith

Journal from the SWC House

As the wonderful holiday season winds down | have
seen so many wonderful faces! | have heard my guests
talk of so great ski days on the mountain. There were
several of the SWCers here for the second Stowe
appreciation days. It snowed and people were talking
about skiing form the top of a trail called the Goat.
Seemed like it was quite the adventure. There are still
many ski days to come. I'm excited for the New
Member weekend on Feb 3-5. Then there is that honey
bunch holiday called Valentines Day. Someone was

saying that you could ski at Mad River for just $14 if you

kiss your honey at the ticket booth. So come and stay
at the house and ski for cheap then go out for dinner!

I have heard there is another holiday coming in
February, something called President’s week. Make
your reservations for the long weekend 2/17-20.

The news is that Stowe has a 36" base and almost
the entire mountain is open. So come on up and visit
me!!

Calling Clubhouse Hosts-

There are a few dates left for hosting. For your
efforts you will stay free during your hosted weekend
and also receive vouchers for additional stays
proportional to the number of guest you host.

Dates still available: April weekends though end of
season (snow dependent)

If you are interested please contact Sandy Leith via
email at traildiamond@gmail.com

SWC Discount Ski Tickets

The club has near 50% off - good anytime , no
blackout tickets . Order early so you get what you
need. Tickets are first come, first serve and due to the
expense, we reorder as we go. Don't miss skiing with
your friends and family this winter because you waited
until the last minute.

February Ticket Sales by Mail- If you will want tickets
in February - order early. Last year there was a large
rush just before the holiday week. This year your
‘ticket master” will also be away for some skiing
and this will cause some delay in you receiving you
February order . Use the mail in form to place your
order or come to a meeting.

Tickets will be available at meetings, and ORDER
EARLY if ordering by mail. We ran out of tickets last
year so plan ahead, you have been warned. You may
ask questions by emailing requests to
swctickets@swcweb.org .

Our Prices this year are:

Stowe $60 Adult $50 Senior/Junior
Sugarbush  $60 Adult

Mad River (call for quote on a 3 day pass)
Jay $55 Adult

Bolton Valley $35

On-Line Clubhouse Reservation System
Members can use the E-Reservation system or call the
Reservations Chair, Dave Slezak (573-6431). If you are
having difficulties you may e-mail (
davemrg@gmail.com ) for assistance.

Please follow these instructions:

Your computer needs to have Mozilla Firefox as the
web browser http://www.mozilla.com . This is a simpler
web browser and the download will transfer all your
bookmarks over too!

- Open the Clubhouse reservation page.

Click on request username-password.

Fill out form and click submit.

The system sends an email confirming request.
Validation of membership .

Your membership is checked and an email is sent
to requester with a username-password
combination. (this can take a few days, our
membership chairman is a volunteer and he

does not get to the post office daily)

Sign on to the e-res system for the first time.

You must Update profile, and fill in all the security
guestions which will be used in case the requester
forgets his/her password. (This is a must do) Click
submit

Make a reservation, or view reservations.

Select dates (up to 6) and select beds. Confirm and
choose dinner options (yes or no)

Click confirm - and an email is generated to lodge
reservations and the member.

New Members Night and Chili Cook-off

January 5 was great!!

60 members attended and all the entries were
delicious and it was so nice to talk to some new
members. One of the new members entered and won!

So successful was the event we all agreed to do it
again next year. Also look for a Mac and Cheese cook
off in the future.

Battenkill Bicycle Race Volunteers
raised $300 for the Club

Last year, 10 SWCers volunteered at the Tour of the
Battenkill bicycle race and the Club has received a
check for $300 as thanks for the assistance. We want
to thank the 10 SWCers for their time and help both to
the Battenkill and SWC.

This year the Battenkill will be on April 14 & 15 . The
volunteer positions range from corner marshals to
wheel drivers who carry spare wheels for the racers and
follow each category of rider.

This year, Bill Kornrumpf will be coordinating the SWC
volunteers. The Club will only be able to get credit for
the volunteers if Bill sends in the list so give him a call

3 at 370-4017 or at wkornrumpf@nycap.rr.com so he can

send in our list of volunteers.
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SWCers at Bromley for Wednesday Skiing

SWCers at the Stowe Chapel on Club Day

SWC clubhouse parking lot on Club Day

Names and Numbers to Remember
Board of Directors:

Pete Weykamp, Pres H 785-6433
Dave Slezak VP Administration H 573-6431
Anna Palmer, VP Nordic H 489-5092
Bob Wright, VP Activities H-279-1428
Dorie Valenti, VP-Alpine H 334-0652
Anna Palmer NNYP President H 489-5092
Lat Schmidt, Secretary, H 372-2915
Ray Asselin, Treasurer H 355-1882
Sandy Leith, Clubhouse Director H 727-4768
Stetson Taner, At Large H 355-0276
Larry Calahan, At Large H 357-3826
John Rack, Mohawk Valley Hiking Club H-399-5081

Bill Schaefer, Past Pres. H 370-0229
Others:

Craig Lindsay, Membership H 356-0557
Dave Slezak, Clubhouse Reservations H 573-6431
Bill Schaefer, Ticket Vouchers H 370-0229
Bill Kornrumpf, Chatter Editor & H 370-4017

Clubhouse Facilities wkornrumpf@ieee.org
Allan Foster Blade Editor adfos@aol.com H 438-5540
Cecilia MacDonald MVHC Editor Cecilia@midtel.net
H 872-0823

Dorie Valenti Webmaster doriev@verizon.net
Clubhouse at Waterbury Center 802-244-8918

Change Of Address Notices
Change of Address notices should be sent to: Craig
Lindsay, 2012 Lisa Lane, Schenectady, NY 12303.
Do not send to the editors, or

the Club PO Box, they will get lost.




Please call leader in advance; weather and other fantys

cause changes. Please, no pets on any hike as a coud#sy to

ers. This is a volunteer organization and with any dgtthiere is
a presumption of risk. Each participant is responsible foorhis
her own safety. Bring ample food and water, dress apptepyi

Thursday, February 9, 2012 - Come join us for our
annual Covered Dish Supper at the Dutch Reformed
Church of Scotia. The night may be cold, but you'll
soon warm up with all of your friends. We will take a
stroll down memory lane for our program, as Ad-
rienne Karis has generously offered to share some of
her photos, dating from the 70s on. They will be in
DVD format and we will use the new flat-screen TV
that the church has. It sounds like fun, so plan to be
there.

Serving will begin at 6 o'clock. For those who
need to warm a dish, come early so you can put it in
the oven. Don't forget to bring a plate, silverware and
a cup. Bring a dish to share and please call to let me
know what you are bringing so we have a variety of
foods and desserts. Call Cecilia MacDonald at 872-
0823 for sign-up and menu item. See you there!

Saturday , February 12 - Thacher Nature Walk and Talk

Come along on this probably-cold, maybe blustery,
mid-February walk in one of the most beautiful state
parks right in our backyard. There are lots of open
trails for walking, and if there is snow, we’ll pick a trail
where you can ski or snowshoe. Bring a lunch or
whatever makes you happy, and expect to cover
about two miles, possibly up and down hill. We’'ll be
outdoors for close to two hours.

Next, on down the road to the Thacher Nature
Center and a sure-to-be-fascinating talk on “The Evol-
utionary History of Birds.” You knew that birds are the
last remaining lineage of the dinosaurs, right? Well,
come and listen to Dr. Jeremy Kirchman, Curator of
Birds at the NYS Museum, discuss evidence from the
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fossil record and from genetic research for the origin
and evolutionary diversification of birds.

The walk will begin at noon, and we’ll eat lunch in
the woods. The talk will start at 2:00PM. If possible,
we’ll round out the day with a great church supper on
the way home. Call for the meeting place and/or to
car pool. Ruth Hasler 374-9900.

STRANGE FACTS by RON NEADLE

The eye makes movements 50 times every
second.

A duck can't walk without bobbing its head.

On Valentine's Day there is no charge to get mar-
ried in the Empire State Building's chapel.

Trip Tales

The trip to Thacher Park and the lecture on fungi will
take place on this coming Friday, so we can't give you
an accurate description of the outing until next month.
I, do however, feel sure it will be balmy, sunny and
delightful. Call Ruth Hasler for particulars at 374-9900
and join the group for a day at our lovely state park. It
will be a good break in what is turning out to be a
long, strange weather winter. Hope to see many of
you there. CAM

The waterfall at Christman's Preserve - ThanksgivireaBfast



Keep The News Coming

We are continuing something new - any news
items sent in about Nordic skiing will be included in the
Blade section. The thought is that the Nordicers tend
to gravitate to paddling rather then downhilling. We'll
try it for a little and, if successful, will probably change
the name of the section to Paddlers and Nordicers.

Your Blade Editor also realizes that there is not
much opportunity for paddling when the temperatures
are hovering around 10F, and the winds are blowing
up a proverbial storm. But if you run across something
that you think other paddlers/Nordica’s might enjoy
hearing (like last years report on the Pennsylvania trip
by Mary and Edgar), please send a write-up to Allan
Foster: adfos@aol.com, 379 McCormack Rd, Albany,
NY 12208, by the 12" of the month. Put NNYP, SWC
or Blade in the email subject title line so | don’t Spam
you out. Can use pictures (with captions) preferably
less than 100Kb to 300KB, but we can reduce if
needed.

Wednesday (or other) XC Ski Trips

XC skiers, please call Anna at 489-5092 to plan
our next destination and time depending on the best
conditions and participants' time available. Depending
on snow conditions, it could turn out to be a X-Country
or snowshoe trip. Sundays are not open to Anna, but
she'll coordinate others people if they are interested.
Hope to see you soon! Think snow!

Some destinations could include Wilton Preserve,
Saratoga Parks, Thatcher, Vischer Ferry, Newcomb,
Kinn's Road Park, Grafton, 5-Rivers, or Colonie.

PS. The Pine Ridge Trails is looking for interested XC
skiers to help with instructing and orienting families in
XC skiing as a family activity. Contact them directly;
website at Pine Ridge Trails.

Time Trials
Remember that Alec has already sent out the
clarion call for the 2012 Annual Time Trials that will be
held on Wednesdays starting May 2™, 2012. For those
of you who are finger counters, this will be the 21* year
of Time Trials. Put it on your calendars.

YOUR Dues
The NNYP/SWC fiscal year runs from June to May. So
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and we’ll send out the goon squad. There are three
ways to get your newsletter this year. Mark your
choice on the membership form. Help the Club save
money and choose to get the Blade by e-mail

For Sale

Two Sea Kayaks: ...

One 17' Perception Solstice and

One 17' Perception Eclipse.
Both have cockpit covers rudders, and storage
compartments fore and aft. Used only a few times.
Asking $450 for one or $800 for both. If interested call
John Owens at 518-482-4278.

Aqua-Sports Equipment: ...
1 Mitchell kayak paddle (hand crafted) all wood
1 lliad kayak paddle (all fiberglass)& feathered)
1 wooden canoe paddle (hand crafted)
1 wooden canoe paddle (Mtn. Ash, handcrafted)
1 fiberglass canoe paddle (handcrafted by Stu Coffin, excellent for
whitewater)
1 2 piece neoprene wet suit (woman'’s medium)
Assorted water proofed water bags.

All are in excellent condition, good prices. For further
details, contact J. Ari Kane (email eisgd@aol.com or
phone # 518-271-9999

Canoes..
17’ Wenonah Sundowner
Kevlar hull, 42 Ibs, great tripper, no scratches, just blue gelcoat fade.
New $2800, $1300 OBO

16’ MadRiver Explorer
Red ABS hull with ash trim, Vt made. No scratches, new $1800
$1200 OBO.

Call Steve Blazetewski, Adams MA. 413-743-5900
Club Canoe Availability

Just for future reference, NNYP has canoes,
paddles, PFD’s (limited), and one kayak for use by
members, along with three adult-size wet suits:

18’ 6” Wenonah CC 18’ 6” Lincoln CC

18’ 6” Sawyer CC 18' 5” Alumicraft 12" Acadia Kayak

Club members may borrow these boats for a
$5/day, $25/week donation. They are located at Uncle
Donnie Patneaude’s house at 741 River Road, Lower
Rotterdam Junction (about 0.3 mile from the Kiwanis
boat launch (518-887-5483).

There are 4 canoes for members at the Clubhouse.
Since the availability of life vests (PFDs), is limited,

if you haven't paid last years, you are a real deadhead, s You might want to bring one along if you have one.
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Dave Atwell, an “Old Line” member passed away
recently. A number of friends contributed the
remembrances below:

Tribute to Dave Atwell

“Follow me” was a ski instruction that Dave Atwell gave to
skiers which we would all do well to emulate.

Not only was he a great ski instructor but just talk to any
graduate of the Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake Junior High School
from his classroom or principal’s office and they will tell you
how cool he was.

We in the ski club know him best as a board member for
many years as well as President. He also served on the
Board of Directors and Ski School Director at Hickory Hill and
taught skiing at the North Creek Ski Bowl. After retirement he
volunteered at Windham Mountain in the adaptive ski
program and became a weekday instructor at Gore Mountain.

As his wife Sue said, his sense of humor, intelligence and
love of history, nature, Vermont and reading continued all his
life and he passed this passion along to so many.

Sue should know after 43 years. She shares these
sentiments as do their children, Scott (who | always thought
they named him after a ski pole we all just had to have back
in those days) and Heather, both talented, on the ski hill as
well as professionally

In recent years, | remember Dave best for helping me out
when | was struggling with my husband’s granddaughter
trying to teach her how to ski at Gore. We were at the top of
Quicksilver and she refused to go any further when Dave
(thank heavens) came by. He took one look at the situation
and after telling me it was a case of “show not tell”, he gave
Heidi one of those smiles and said “Follow me.” To my
amazement, off she went behind him with me behind her
forgetting all about weight on the downhill, etc. to the bottom
without stopping. And she did it in great style. Dave was
right. One size instruction does not fit all. You need to be
flexible and the best way to learn to ski over ice, moguls or
packed powder was to follow someone who adjusted for it.
Now | knew why he always looked so smooth on the hill,
skiing effortlessly while the rest us would-be-racers were
thrashing around the hill.  Just a few years ago Mary
Anderson and I ran into him (not literally) at this same trail.
Mary A is also a ski instructor but as she said, it was quite a
compliment from Dave that we had made some fine turns.

There are still quite a few SWC’ers around who remember
the early years when we rented Jerry Kirchner’s house (with
the sticky living room where he made maple sugar in the
spring) before the Waterbury Center lodge we all know today.
Dave, Bob Creatura and Jimmy Fox kept us well entertained
with their nights out on the town sometimes accompanied by
Dick Weber, Bobby Marra and Don Petro. One entertainer
that was not amused was Roc King who performed at Sister
Kate's. Dave interjected his own sense of humor that often
left Roc speechless and anxious for his so-called hecklers to
leave

As club president, Dave’s wry sense of humor also made
some otherwise distasteful projects seem like fun. The best
attended work party at the club’s Pattersonville Ski area was
one to help Ed Koch and Lee Tomlinson build an outhouse.
It was billed as a party for those with “savior afire.”

Today Millie (Ey) Gittinger laughs about the time Dave
complimented her on how hearty her cooking and baking

was. She used to make some wonderful meals at Jerry’s
and was particularly good at blueberry pancakes. During
spring skiing, the dirt road in to Jerry’s would become a huge
mudhole, making it even more difficult to get out than a heavy
overnight snowfall. Dave came up with a solution to his
spinning wheels by remembering that some of Millie’s
pancakes had been left in the oven over a two week period.
He filled the ruts with these, claiming the blueberries in the
very hard pancakes had been quite sufficient in their role as
studs to ease him on down the road

Skiing was his major sport and as Bob Creatura said when
he no longer showed up at the weekly winter meetings at the
Elks Club, “Can you believe he skied 130 days last year and
thinks they will be open longer this year? He must have
been bitten by a snow snake.”

If so, he and Sue (after Dave did his thing during the week
at Gore, she got off work and they spent the weekends at
Whiteface) then they were two happy skiers snaking through
the snow with the grace dreamed about in the song, The Man_
on the Flying Snow Skis. ( you can look it up on the
internet....”Oh, | float through the air with the greatest of
ease, you'd think me a man on a flying trapeze....”) This
was a song we used to sing on bus trips.

Here’s to Dave. A guy to follow if you want to do well

| was reminiscing on some times with Dave in the early
days. Watching him come down the National stays in my
mind. He was a strong skier navigating the moguls with those
Yamaha 210 'railroad ties' he had. | think they were the
stiffest 'recreational’ ski ever. Apres-ski at the basement place
along the mountain road was a favorite after ski stop. | think it
was because Dave could recite much of the the 'Sisty Uglers'
parody on 'Cinderella’ that Roc King would do at Sister Kates.

When we had the Lake George September ‘Grand
Armada Regatta’ in the mid 70's, Dave and | each had the
slowest tubs in the fleet. His was a 22 ft cabin sloop built for
comfort - not speed. Mine then was a 30 year old patched up
Lightning whose days for speed were long gone. Dave's crew
then was Bob Creatore. In the big race, as we each struggled
to avoid being last, | was finally able to pull ahead at the
finish. That evening on Black Mountain Point as we all made
merry of the results of the race, Dave claimed he had been
fouled by me because of the colors of my boat - which were
green deck, and white sails with red lettering. These being
the national colors of Italy, Creatore, honoring his mother
country roots, had instinctively risen to attention and saluted -
thus allowing me to sneak ahead at the finish - a grievous
foul!

We knew Dave as a very capable and likable guy whom
we respected and enjoyed his friendship. Please give our
sympathies to Sue and family.

Bud and Betty Elliott

Discount ski tickets ?
You know you need ski tickets, so why wait ? Your club
ticket seller will be away for a bit in February so you need
to order early. If you are reading this and need tickets for
Presidents Week, you need to get to a meeting or put the

7 Chatter down and order your tickets.



Schenectady Wintersports Club
Northern New York Paddlers
PO Box 228

Schenectady, New York 12301

Ski Area Ticket Order Form

Ski Area #requested Total Cost
Stowe Adult @$60
Stowe Jr (6-12)/Senior (>65) @$50
Sugarbush @$60
Jay Peak @$55
Totals $

Name of Member Ordering Ticket Vouchers:

Street Address of Member

City and State: Phone #:

E-mail Address:

The person ordering tickets must be a member of SWC and all people using the vouchers
must be members also to comply with the Ski Areas terms of the deep discounts. You are
saving $32/day at Stowe this year.

You can find a membership application at the SWC web site  www.swcweb.org

Make Check Payable to SWC and send a Stamped, Self Addressed business sized
envelope to Bill Schaefer in sufficient time for th e return mail. Lack of planning on your
part does not constitute an emergency on our part, we are volunteers trying to save you

money on your skiing. You can also get in contact with Bill at swctickets@swcweb.org

Mail to Bill Schaefer, 804 Charter Oak Drive, Niska  yuna, NY 12309

Order your tickets today

You know you need ski tickets, so why
wait ? Your club ticket seller will be
away for much of February so you
need to order early. If you are reading
this and need tickets for Presidents
Week, you need to get to a meeting or
put the Chatter down and order your
tickets now. Remember, you are
saving $30 per ticket so do your part
and put your request in the mail with
plenty of time to spare.



