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1/1/2012       ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS

SWC, PO 228,Schenectady, NY 12301           
Clubhouse Phone  (802) 244-8918
Clubhouse Reservations Call 518-573-6431

A SCHENECTADY WINTERSPORTS CLUB PUBLICATION

Phone numbers in the Ski Chatter are in the 518 area code unless otherwise noted.   WEB Site: www.swcweb.org

New Member party and Chili Cook-
off night Jan 5 Meeting

Our next meeting will be on January 5th at the 
Hibernian Hall in Schenectady.  Chili cookers and 
eaters UNITE!!  Think you have a chili recipe to die 
for??  Enter the SWC Chili Cook-off.
Bring a crock….enough to serve 8 should do, it is for 
tasting.  The prize categories are:

1) Spiciest Chili
2) Most Savory Chili
3) Best Overall Chili
4) Most Creative Concoction

Welcome meeting for our new members.  If you 
joined SWC in 2011 for the first time come and have 
some chili…..you could enter your chili too. Meet some 
of your fellow SWCers and learn about the February 
New Member Open House at the Waterbury Center 
lodge.

There is a social session from 7:00 to 7:30 where, 
over a drink, you can catch up on what is happening in 
the Club while the formal meeting starts at 7:30.

Ancient Order of Hibernian's 1748 State St. is just 
east of Rt 7 (the Cross town) in uptown Schenectady. 
To find the Ancient Order of Hibernians take State 
Street toward Albany.  It is on the right side 
approximately 4 ½ blocks past the Rt 7 overpass.  If 
coming from the Thruway take I-890 to Rt 7 East and 
exit at State Street (Rt 5).  Turn right at the top of the 
ramp and go East 4 ½ blocks.  From the Troy direction, 
take Rt. 7 all the way to State Street (Rt 5) and turn left 
at the top of the ramp and go 4 ½ blocks to 1748 State 
St. on the right.

Jan 19 Meeting – Ski Venture
Ski Venture - The best kept secret for local skiing. 

SWC started skiing in the Rotterdam Hills as the 
Mohawk Valley Hiking Club in the late 1920's. Did you 
know Ski Venture has been continuously in operation 
since 1937 and it now operates 24 hours a day?

 Ski Venture is a community of skiers, run by skiers, 
located on Johnson Rd Scotia, New York. It's a fun and 
economical alternative to skiing at large commercial ski 
areas and the bast way to catch local powder as it falls 
without the drive.  Visit their web site at: 
http://www.skiventure.org to see what they have to offer.

Come to the Jan 19 program at the Hibernian Hall to 
find out what else you do not know about this gem of a 
local ski area.  

New Years Eve at the Clubhouse
Gina and Bill Kornrumpf will be hosting New Years 

weekend at the Clubhouse this year.  There are all sorts 
of happenings within ½ hour of the Clubhouse to help 
celebrate the New Year. Come on up.

January Ski Club Appreciation 
Days at Stowe Jan 11-13

Jan 11, 12 &13 are ski club appreciation days at Stowe. 
Cheap skiing at its best. A number of people have 
already signed up at our Club House to take advantage 
of this great offer. And to support the number of skiers 
at the Club House, these days will be "Hosted" and 
hosted rates will apply to the nights of the 10th - 12th. 
The weekend will be a regular hosted weekend and, 
because Monday (1/16) is MLK day, Sunday night will 
also be hosted. So come and enjoy great people, great 
food and, most of all, great skiing. Lift tickets are $43/1 
day, $64/2 days & $96/3days (that is $32/day) for adults 
and $34/1 day, $38/2 days & $57/3days for child/sr 
(that is $19/day).

Open House and New Members 
weekend at the Clubhouse Feb 3-5
Friday, Feb 3 to Sunday Feb 5 we are welcoming all 

new members who joined during 2011 to come visit the 
SWC clubhouse in Waterbury Center, do some skiing 
and meet other SWCers.  Sandy Leith the SWC Lodge 
Director and Pete Weykamp, Club President will be 
hosting the weekend at the Clubhouse.  Everyone is 
welcome to bring an app to share for Saturday night. All 
new members will get $5 off the weekend lodge rate per 
night.  Also we’ll have some folks available for personal 
tours of local mountains.  Make your reservations and 
call Sandy with any questions.    See you at the 
house!

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Jan 5     New Member party and Chili Cook-off Meeting
Jan 11-13 Club Appreciation Days at Stowe (cheap ski)
Jan 19   Meeting: Ski Venture and Local Family Skiing
Jan 21   Thacher Park Walk & Talk
Feb 2     Meeting Program TBA 
Feb 3-5  Open House and New Members weekend 
Feb 3-5    Climbers Lodge/Rock and River weekend
Feb 9     MVHC Covered Dish Supper 
Feb 16   Meeting Program TBA
Mar 14-18 Club Appreciation Days at Stowe (cheap ski)
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President's Corner
Any chair ride can be an adventure.  I suppose it can 

be a bit like speed dating in that you're limited to seven 
or eight minute conversations (unless you're on the 
Whiteface Summit chair.)  And you're not looking to 
mate with your rider but the point is you can have a 
pleasant get-to-know-you conversation with a total 
stranger and at the end of the ride feel as if you've 
made a connection or not.  

There is a friendliness factor.  Some people don't 
want to talk.  They can be real cool and be too grumpy 
to be friendly.  Generally though, folks don't mind a little 
conversation and you already something in common – 
you are riding a ski lift after all – a good opener is 
“How's the snow”?  Or “Where's the powder”?  Another 
common one is “So where are you from”?   These are 
rather mundane though.   More creative folks might 
come up with attention getting openers like “I just 
spanked my buds in the woods!” Or to really make an 
impression “Man, we got puked on last night!”       

Once at Killington I went up with a female competitor 
in the Sprint mogul contest.  She was good looking and 
she was motoring down Outer Limits like a pro.

I ski Gore often so most of my chair lift stories involve 
folks from Queensbury or NJ.  They're both friendly, but 
the NJ folks feel like they own the mountain and the 
Queensbury folks consider themselves visitors.   And 
it's true.  Everyone from Jersey has a house near North 
Creek and they're having beers in the Tannery Pub and 
going to dinner at the Black Mountain Inn at the end of 
the day.  And everyone from Queensbury will be back 
home when the lifts close.    

One memorable ride up the gondola was late in the 
day on a Sun after a busy weekend. I was alone with a 
ski patroller.  We talked about crashes and I asked him 
what it was like to be a first responder.   He said he had 
trouble sleeping sometimes but after 20 something 
years it wasn't seeing the blood and broken bones, it 
was not knowing for certain that what he did was the 
best thing he could have done.  It seems once the 
injured skier has lef th e mountain and been moved to a 
hospital, there isn't any feedback to the ski patrol as to 
what the patient actually suffered.  The patroller has to 
make the diagnosis and perform the initial treatment.   

On a more cheerful note – I once went up with …...

You didn't plan your ski vacation 
yet ? Need an excuse ? 

If you need an excuse, wait no longer. Vermont can 
use your help recovering from Irene by you going to VT 
and skiing. Skiing's never been so noble. They NEED 
us to go skiing. It's your civic duty to assist the recovery 
effort. Restaurants, shops, ski areas, gas stations all 
need us and if you go - it will help them and it may even 
be what you need to get you into heaven. We can all 
use a little help. Ski Vermont a lot this winter and bank 
your do-gooder credits. 

Skiing Gore this winter ? 
When there, a number of SWC members plan to use 

the lunch room directly behind the registers. So if you 
alone and looking for a ski or lunch partner, gear-up in 
this room. 
   Apres ski is Bar Vino in North Creek and they boast 
the north county's best beer and wine selection. 
Another favorite SWC stop the Black Mountain with 
great drafts and all food cooked in-house. 
 

  Low Cost Skiing Opportunities

Stowe Club Days 2011-12 ski season
The tradition continues!!!
Stowe has two club discount day events ( 1/11-13 & 
3/14-18 ) with  lift tickets at deep discounts to club 
members.  All that’s needed is your current SWC card 
and you too can enjoy a full day of skiing/riding at 
Stowe VT stating at $43 and getting as low as $30 for 
adults (13-64) and $17 for Jr/sir (6-12 and 65+).  Go to: 
www.stowe.com/groups/club_council/    for more 
information.  The Clubhouse fills during these times so 
plan ahead.

NY Capital District Ski Council Days
Cheap Ski days are once again available from the NY 
Capital District Ski Council ski area appreciations .  You 
will need to go to their web page for details and updates 
at http://nycdsc.org/69.html.  This is what we have for 
now.  Hope you have a great season.

Plattekill Mountain  Council Rates: ANY DAY $10 
OFF with membership card. Get a group of 32 people 
with from the council and get $15 off of group rate

Magic Mountain offers Council Members with ID 
card $25 on all Mondays and Fridays

Whiteface $38   1/20, 2/6, 3/18-19, 4/1-2
        Super Sundays: 1/1, 2/5, 3/11, 4/1 ($35/30/25)
Gore $42            1/13, 1/23, 2/27, 3/12, 4/6
Okemo  $38        3/2-4 ($42), 3/30-31
Mt. Snow:  $42-Fri, $49-Sat, $47-Sun
1/6-9; 2/24-26; 3/9-11 

Okemo:  tickets are available 8am-12 noon at the Group 
Sales Center in the Clock Tower base area. You must 
present a current club membership card.

Whiteface and Gore : show your Ski Council or Club 
ID as well as a photo ID.

Mt. Snow:  To purchase discounted tickets, members 
must go to the Group Sales office  in the Sundance 
Base Lodge and show their membership card. Open 
8:30am-1:00pm midweek, 7:30am-1:00pm weekends 
and holidays. 

Make sure you check the NYCDSC web site and the 
ski area's web sites to verify the details.  The Chatter 
will not accept any responsibility for typos.
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Clubhouse News  by Sandy Leith

Journal from the SWC House
What a wonderful morning it has been!  It is crisp and 

clear out side and the view of Mansfeild is white and 
inviting.  I heard from some of my SWCer friends that 
Stowe’s early conditions are great and the new chair on 
Mansfield side is installed and running smoothly. 

I'm looking forward to the holiday week and New 
Year’s.  My online reservations are looking like I’ll have 
folks spending some of their holidays snug within my 
walls.  I would love to have more folks come and visit!  

I have been looking forward to the ski season for so 
many months.  It is here!!  I have hosts for almost all my 
weekends for the next 3 1/2 months and some exciting 
things happening.  To start with Stowe appreciation 
days in January and going right into MLK weekend 
offering a long weekend to get away in the mountains of 
VT.  Then My Lodge Director will be hosting an Open 
House for New Members.  If you have joined the club in 
the last year, come and enjoy the house for $5 off the 
standard lodging rate.  Then it’s President’s week and 
time for another long weekend.  Finally the month of 
March with 5 days of appreciation from Stowe and 
some of the best conditions of the season!!  

I also want to make sure everyone knows that 
SWCers can always get discount tickets to Stowe, Jay 
and Sugarbush.  Check out the details for tickets and 
special dates in other articles in this month’s Chatter.

Thinking LOTS of SNOW and looking forward to 
having you all enjoy my warmth and wonderful friendly 
hosts this ski season,

Calling Hosts-
If you like to host dinner parties, please consider 

hosting a weekend at the SWC house in Waterbury 
Center, VT.  There are 5 weekends and the weekdays 
for Presidents week left.  

Weekends- 1/28-29, 2/17-20 and weekdays to 21-24, 
3/10-11, 3/24-25, 3/31-4/1.

Your responsibility – come Friday night, make 
breakfast Saturday and Sunday and dinner Saturday 
night (lots of people to help you decide what to cook). 
You will have  lots of volunteers to help cook and clean 
up.  Help folks settle in and collect payments for the 
weekend.

Your reward- Your stay is free and depending on how 
many people are at the house you’ll receive vouchers 
for 2-6 additional nights.

If you’d like to give it a try please contact Sandy Leith 
at 518-727-4768 or traildiamond@gmail.com

Reservations:
We have an on-line reservation system working 

during the ski season.  You can make your reservations 
as soon as your dues are paid  and  you register.

On-Line Reservation System
Please use the E-Reservation system or call the 
Reservations Chair, Dave Slezak (573-6431),  if 
possible.  If you are having difficulties you may e-mail ( 
davemrg@gmail.com ) for assistance. 
Please follow these instructions:

Your computer needs to have Mozilla Firefox as the 
web browser http://www.mozilla.com . This is a simpler 
web browser and the download will transfer all your 
bookmarks over too!
· Open the Clubhouse reservation page.
· Click on request username-password.
· Fill out form and click submit.
· The system sends an email confirming request. 
· Validation of membership . 
· Your membership is checked and an email is sent 

to requester with a username-password 
combination. (this can take a few days)

· Sign on to the e-res system for the first time.
· You must Update profile, and fill in all the security 

questions which will be used in case the requester 
forgets his/her password. (This is a must do) Click 
submit

· Make a reservation, or view reservations.
· Select dates (up to 6) and select beds. Confirm and 

choose dinner options (yes or no)
· Click confirm - and an email is generated to lodge 

reservations and the member.

SWC Discount Ski Tickets
Once again the club has near 50% off - good 

anytime , no blackout tickets . Sales are strong –. 
Order early so you get what you need. Tickets are first 
come, first serve and due to the expense, we reorder as 
we go. Don't miss skiing with your friends and family 
this winter because you waited until the last minute. 

February Ticket Sales by Mail- If you will want tickets 
in February - order early. Last year there was a large 
rush just before the holiday week. This year your 
'ticket master” will also be away for some skiing 
and this will also cause some delay in you receivin g 
you February order . Use the mail in form to place your 
order or come to a meeting.

Tickets will be available at meetings, and ORDER 
EARLY if early if ordering by mail.    We ran out of 
tickets last year so plan ahead, you have been warned. 
You may ask questions by emailing requests to 
swctickets@swcweb.org .   

Our Prices this year are:
Stowe     $60 Adult   $50  Senior/Junior
Sugarbush     $60 Adult 
Mad River      (call for quote on a 3 day pass)
Jay     $55 Adult
Bolton Valley  $35 
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 Goldstock's Sporting Goods Trips
 They are scheduling the following bus trips:

Okemo:  1/8, 22 & 2/5
Mt Snow  1/29, 2/12 & Mar 4
 For information on these and other trips see web site: 
http://www.goldstockssportinggoods.com/content/event
s-7.cfm?killnav=1  . 

Tax Deductible Club Donation
While our Club members are sometimes known for 

their frugality, they are known to be very generous at
the same time. Since the Club is a tax-exempt 
organization, you can give tax-deductible donations to 
support club projects like the preservation of our 
records and films or a specific improvement to the 
clubhouse. Your donation can be as specific as you like 
and we will provide you with a letter of contribution for 
your taxes. These donations can be anonymous or 
named or in memory of a loved one.

Specific project priorities the club membership would 
like to advance – ski history, skier support or
documentary interviews of early club members.
Contact Bill Schaefer - williamwschaefer@gmail.com or 
728-9395

SWC Logo Gear For Sale
(For those late Christmas presents)
Support your club and show their colors!  The club 

has purchased various fleece items from LL Bean with 
the Schenectady Wintersports logo and is offering them 
for sale.  We can also take orders if you do not see a 
color or size that suits you.  The prices are as follows:  
Polartec Fleece Jacket - $65, Polartec Fleece Vest - 
$45 and Fitness Fleece Quarter Zip Pullover - $40.  
Items are on display and can be purchased at any club 
meeting or by contacting Larry Callahan.  Larry can be 
reached by phone at 357-3826 or by email at 
lcallaha@nycap.rr.com.

It is also possible to have any LL Bean item 
monogrammed with the SWC logo for an additional 
charge over the standard monogram price.  Our present 
inventory consists of the following.  Larry can get 
anything you want, you just need to give him a call.
Mens red vest. XL
Mens blue fitness fleece. L
2- mens black fitness fleece XL
Mens black vest L
Womens red vest M
Womens camel fitness fleece L
Womans navy blue jacket L

Names and Numbers to Remember
Board of Directors:
Pete Weykamp, Pres H 785-6433
Dave Slezak VP Administration H 573-6431
Anna Palmer, VP Nordic H 489-5092
Bob Wright, VP Activities H-279-1428
Dorie Valenti, VP-Alpine H 334-0652
Anna Palmer NNYP President H 489-5092
Lat Schmidt, Secretary, H 372-2915
Ray Asselin, Treasurer H 355-1882
Sandy Leith, Clubhouse Director H 727-4768
Stetson Taner, At Large H 355-0276 
Larry Calahan, At Large H 357-3826
John Rack, Mohawk Valley Hiking Club      H-399-5081
Bill Schaefer, Past Pres. H 370-0229
Others:
Craig Lindsay, Membership H 356-0557
Dave Slezak, Clubhouse Reservations H 573-6431
Bill Schaefer, Ticket Vouchers H 370-0229
Bill Kornrumpf, Chatter Editor & H 370-4017
        Clubhouse Facilities  wkornrumpf@ieee.org 
Allan Foster Blade Editor adfos@aol.com  H 438-5540
Cecilia MacDonald MVHC Editor Cecilia@midtel.net 

H 872-0823
Dorie Valenti Webmaster doriev@verizon.net 
Clubhouse at Waterbury Center 802-244-8918

Change Of Address Notices
Change of Address notices should be sent to: Craig 

Lindsay, 2012 Lisa Lane, Schenectady, NY 12303.����
����� �	
��
��������������� �����Do not send to the editors, 
or the Club PO Box, they will get lost.
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SWC Clubhouse Update 2011-2012   (Post on your refrigerator)
The Schenectady Wintersports Club owns a 17-room 
farmhouse in Waterbury Center, VT, on Route 100, 6 
miles south of Stowe. The Clubhouse is operated year 
round on a cooperative basis with the Club providing the 
basic utilities: beds, pillows, blankets, hot and cold water, 
showers & a bath, fireplace, wood, refrigerators and 
meals when coordinated by a VOLUNTEER Weekend 
Chairperson. The Weekend Chairperson is the host for 
the weekend and will solicit help for various jobs (meal 
preparation, table clearing, dish washing, fireplace 
stoking, general area pick-up and straightening up).   It is 
expected that everyone will help. A normal weekend 
consists of Fri & Sat night room, Sat & Sun Breakfast, 
Sat dinner for $60 (member).

When you come to the Clubhouse, 
you should bring:

1) Linens or sleeping bags
2) Pillow cases
3) Towels & toiletries
4) Liquid refreshments & snacks 

including lunches
5) Good humor and a sense of 

comradeship
Remember that the Clubhouse is a cooperative 
venture. It will only be as successful and as 
enjoyable as you make it.

Clubhouse Rates
Winter Season Weekends & Holidays (12/24 – 4/1) and 
Hosted off-Season Events
               Room/Night     Dinner     Week-End Total
Member      $25.00           $10.00      $60
Guest          $30.00           $15.00       $75
Junior         $15.00           $5.00      $35
(Weekend is two nights, two breakfasts (included in 
Room Rate) & one dinner)

 Weekdays (except holidays: Dec 25 – Jan 1, Presidents 
week, Special Events)and Off Season rates
Member   $20   Junior  $10   & Guest  $30 (no dinner)

Children to age 7 are free, from 7 to 15 they are at the 
junior rate, at age 16 they are charged as adults.
   

Guests and Juniors MUST be accompanied 
by an adult SWC Member

The door combination MUST never be 
shared with guests or non-members
1.

2. E-Reservation
¾ Open the page.
¾ Click on request username-password.
¾ Fill out form and clicks submit.
¾ The system sends an email confirming request.
¾ Validation of membership. 
¾ An email is sent to requestor with the

o username-password combination.
¾ Sign on to the e-res system for the first time.
¾ Update profile, and fill in security questions

which will be used in case the requestor 
forgets his/her password.

¾ Click submit and make a reservation, or view 
reservations.

¾ Select dates (up to 6) and select beds.
¾ Click confirm - and an email is generated 

to lodge reservations and member.
3. Send an e-mail to davemrg@gmail.com. Be sure 

to include the following information:
1) Names & Gender of ALL in party
2) Are they Members or Guests?
3) Telephone number of each person
4) Your address
5) Dates of arrival and departure
6) Confirm Dinner
7) Preferred room number(s)

4. Show up at an SWC meeting. 
Either the Reservation Chairperson or 
the Clubhouse Director can take your 
reservation.

5. Call the Reservation Chairperson
 Dave Slezak    (518) 573-6431

If Dave is not home leave a phone number where he can reach 
you or call back.  Do not try to leave a message with all the 
reservation information.
RESERVATIONS  ARE  DUE  WEDNESDAY 
NIGHT
The weekend Chairperson will check with the Reservation 
Chairperson Wednesday night, so that accurate plans can be 
made for the weekend food and lodging. Cancellations are 
due before this date to allow others to use your room.

LAST MINUTE CANCELLATIONS

Please cancel on-line and call the Clubhouse – even if it is 
at the last minute (Friday night).  There may be someone on 
the waiting list for your room or someone who did not think 
there was room at the Clubhouse who can use your room.

10/2010

OPTIONS TO PLACE A RESERVATION
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Instructions for opening/closing the SWC Clubhouse

WHEN YOU ARRIVE
1. Turn on parking lot lights and outside entrance light (if after dark). Switch is in back of the door.

2. Turn ON fireplace room heat. Control lever is in overhead heat duct in basement to the left of the 
stairs in front of the work bench (Best way to heat up fireplace room is to turn up kitchen 
thermostat, close dining room heat registers in the floor(2) or cover them with the plywood covers, 
and prop open the door between dining room and fireplace room.

3. Remove the plywood cover over the heat duct in the main stairwell to the second floor if anybody 
will be staying on the second or third floors. 

WHEN YOU LEAVE if you are the last person in the ho use (or weekend host)

1. Turn Down the Heat, Please check the whole house even if you weren't in all the rooms just in case.  

-    North furnace thermostat over the desk in office set at 55 degrees
-    South furnace thermostat in kitchen, on chimney, set at 55 degrees
� Turn the Electric heat thermostats all the way off  (all the way down) .  You need to do it in rooms 

11, 12, 13, 14, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, men's bathroom, North & South attics
� Replace the plywood cover over the heat duct in the main stairwell to the second floor if it was 

removed

2. Turn OFF fireplace room heat if you had it on. Control lever is in overhead heat duct in basement to 
the right of the stairs in front of the work bench and open the heat registers (2) in the dining room 
floor. Replace the plywood cover over the stairway heat duct to the second floor.

3. All bread into freezer.   If milk has a near expiration date, take it with you or throw out.  Label any item 
leftover item in the refrigerator or freezer with contents and date (labels/pens are adjacent to the 
Micro-wave oven).  

4. Inspect ALL rooms Please check the house even if you weren’t in these rooms, just in case.

� Turn all bedroom Thermostats OFF
� Empty all waste baskets                             
-    Close all windows
-    Check the bathrooms for leaky faucets and toilets
-    Close all bedroom doors, leave hall way door between 2nd fl hall and men’s room open, close all 
others.

5.  All garbage (bagged) should be placed in the outside box in the rear of the house.  Recyclables in 
the recycle can near the outside trash box. (If you can, take home recyclables/returnable’s.)

 6. Turn off ~ lights, EXCEPT desk light in office and light over the sign-in desk. 

7. Lock doors as you leave. 

8.  Be sure parking lot lights are OFF - switch is on the right side of the door, and is labeled. 

NOTE:  Any problems at the lodge (such as broken locks, heating system malfunction, etc.) should be 
reported to:

Bill Kornrumpf          (518) 370-4017     or Sandy Leith (518) 727-4768
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The 32nd Annual Bombers Early Season Clinic attendees and instructors (Bomber Anderson in middle of front row)

Peter Herman, Walt Kangas, Bill Wertz & Bill Kornrumpf 
12/11 at Stowe

Holiday Party Goers at the Turf Tavern in Scotia 

Sophie Leary & Terry Tamer at the Holiday Party 

Holiday Party Goers at the Turf Tavern in Scotia 
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Thanksgiving Breakfast  - a club tradition - lived up 
to its promise of comraderie, holiday spirit and good 
food. The weather was mild, for that early hour in late 
November.  Everyone was comparatively warm and 
happy. We had about 40 people, including several 
wee ones, the littlest one having to be carried in, and 
two others becoming old hands at this woodsy feast.

Since the weather was wet, wet, wet on Wed-
nesday, the trails were still muddy and a little different 
from our usual frozen ones. Luckily the guys, (and 
Carolyn) from the Wednesday breakfast club had 
humped all the things we needed in on Wednesday, 
through all the rain and muck. A great big hand to 
those brave souls who gave of their time and energy 
so we could enjoy our special meal. You all are THE 
GREATEST!

Carolyn Rynasko did the cooking and kept up 
with the hungry hoards. Thanks, Carolyn. John Rack 
organized the 
entire feast 
and arrived 
very early, ac-
companied by 
his lovely 
wife, Karen, 
to set up be-
fore the rest of us showed up to assist. Thanks, John, 
for all you did. It is a big job organizing everything and 
making it come out so perfectly. 

Also, thank you to all the feasters who 
answered the call to carry out all the myriad equip-
ment that had to go out at the conclusion of the 
breakfast. Another successful morning in the woods 
by the roaring waterfall. If you've never come, you're 
missing a great time.

STRANGE FACTS by Ron Neadle
· The starfish is the only animal that can turn its stomach in-

side out.
· New York City's public school students represent 188 differ-

ent countries.
· Americans spend more than $630 million a year on golf 

balls.

Please call leader in advance; 
weather and other factors may 
cause changes. Please, no pets on 
any hike as a courtesy to others. 
This is a volunteer organization and 
with any activity there is a pre-
sumption of risk. Each participant is responsible for his or 
her own safety. Bring ample food and water, dress appropriately.

Thursday,  February 9 - Come join us for our annual 
Covered Dish Supper at the Dutch Reformed Church 
of  Scotia. The night may be cold, but you'll soon 
warm up with all of your friends. We will take a stroll 
down memory lane for our program, as Adrienne 
Karis has generously offered to share some of her 
photos, dating from the 70s on. They will be in DVD 
format and we will use the new flat-screen TV that the 
church has. It sounds like fun, so plan to be there.

 Serving will begin at 6 o'clock. For those who 
need to warm a dish, come early so you can put it in 
the oven. Don't forget to bring a plate, silverware and 
a cup.  Bring a dish to share and please call to let me 
know what you are bringing so we have a variety of 
foods and desserts. Call Cecilia MacDonald at 872-
0823 for sign-up and menu item.

Saturday,  January 21, 2012 - Thacher Walk & Talk    
 Join us for another cold but beautiful walk on plowed 
roads or open trails at Thacher Park. You may snow 
shoe or cross-country ski if you wish, but dress 
warmly and bring a hearty lunch. We'll trek for about 
an hour through the quiet and enchanting forest and 
have lunch in the woods.  {Continued on page 11 }
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Keep The News Coming
This issue we are trying something a bit new.  Any 

news items sent in about Nordic skiing will be included 
in the Blade section.  The thought is that the nordicers 
tend to gravitate to paddling rather then downhilling. 
We’ll try it for a little and, if successful, will probably 
change the name of the section to Paddlers and 
Nordicers.

Send either Paddle or Nordic articles to Allan 
Foster: adfos@aol.com, 379 McCormack Rd, Albany, 
NY 12208, by the 12th of the month.  Put NNYP, SWC, 
Blade or Nordic in the email subject title line so I don’t 
spam you out.  Pictures should be less than 300Kb.

Rock & River/Climbers Lodge
Join SWC February 3-5, 2012 at  Rock & River  in 

Keene, NY for a weekend of x-country and downhill 
skiing; camaraderie and snow fun.  We have great 
skier prepared potluck dinners and yummy breakfasts 
prepared by the lodge staff.   There are a few vacant 
beds left:  2 lower bunk beds in a shared-bath room at 
$45 per night plus tax and tip; and 2 upper bunks at 
$25 per night plus tax and tip and a couch. We are 
also starting a waiting list for private rooms.

  Karen and Leon Barnish are coordinating this 
event.  If you are interested contact them at 
KLB793@aol.com; please put the Rock & River in the 
subject line.  For those who have made a reservation 
you should have received an email; please check your 
mail or send us your current email so we can keep you 
updated.

Time Trials
Remember that Alec has already sent out the 

clarion call for the 2012   21st Annual Time Trials that 
will be held on Wednesdays starting May 2nd, 2012. 
For those of you who are finger counters, this will be 
the 21st year of Time Trials.  Put it on your calendars.

Western Mass Paddling
Steve Blazetewski at Berkshire Outfitters, (Rte 8, and 
Grove St, Adams, MA 01220) has sent over the 
current status of paddling in the western Mass area. 
This dated per early December 2012:

The main item is that the Deerfield River has been 
redone by Nature in the form of Hurricane Irene. 
Steve reports that the subsequent flood changed the 
entire flow of the river.  Rocks and rapids that were 
there for years have now relocated elsewhere so it’s 
like paddling a new river. Below Fife Brook Dam the 
downed trees are 20’ in the air, the entire roadbed 
along the Zoar Gap is washed away, the “Gap” has a 
new hairy entry rapid and then somewhat easier exit 
routes.  In Charlemont, Zoar Outdoor lost a 24’ by 24’ 
storage shed and a rental fleet of sit on top kayaks 
(they are popping up all the way down to the 
Connecticut River).  The Mohawk Trail is still closed 
along the Cold River with contractors working 24/7.  So 
if you’re for a new river to explore in the spring (or 
now?), head east to this area.

YOUR Dues
The NNYP/SWC fiscal year runs from June to May. So 
if you haven’t paid last years, you are a real deadhead, 
and we send out the goon squad.  There are three 
ways to get your newsletter this year.  Mark your 
choice on the membership form. Help the Club save 
money and choose to get the Blade by e-mail

For Sale
Two Sea Kayaks: ..

One 17' Perception Solstice and One 17' Perception Eclipse.

Both have cockpit covers rudders, and storage 
compartments fore and aft.  Used only a few times. 
Asking $450 for one or $800 for both. If interested call 
John Owens at 518-482-4278. 

Aqua-Sports Equipment:  ..
1 Mitchell kayak paddle (hand crafted) all wood
1 Iliad kayak paddle (all fiberglass)& feathered)
1 wooden canoe paddle (hand crafted)
1 wooden canoe paddle (Mtn. Ash, handcrafted)
1 fiberglass canoe paddle (handcrafted by Stu Coffin, excellent for 
whitewater)
1  2 piece neoprene wet suit (woman’s medium)
Assorted water proofed water bags.

All are in excellent condition, good prices.  For further 
details, contact J. Ari Kane  (email eisgd@aol.com or 
phone # 518-271-9999
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Canoes.
17’ Wenonah Sundowner
Kevlar hull, 42 lbs, great tripper, no scratches, just blue gelcoat fade. 
New  $2800,  $1300 OBO

16’ MadRiver Explorer
Red ABS hull with ash trim, Vt made.  No scratches, new $1800 
$1200 OBO.

Call Steve Blazetewski, Adams MA.   413-743-5900

Club Canoe Availability
Just for future reference, NNYP has canoes, 

paddles, PFD’s (limited), and one kayak for use by 
members, along with three adult-size wet suits:

18’ 6” Wenonah CC   18’ 6” Lincoln CC   

18’ 6” Sawyer CC  18’ 5” Alumicraft   12” Acadia Kayak

Club members may borrow these boats for a $5/day, 
$25/week donation.  They are located at Uncle Donnie 
Patneaude’s house at 741 River Road, Lower 
Rotterdam Junction (about 0.3 mile from the Kiwanis 
boat launch (518-887-5483).

There are 4 canoes for members at the Clubhouse. 
Since the availability of life vests (PFDs), is limited, 
you might want to bring one along if you have one.

Outings   {continued from page 9 }
Then we will head over to the Thacher Nature Center 
for a presentation on "Fungi" at 2:00 o'clock. These are 
always interesting and informative talks that get a 
great turn out, and something to look forward to in the 
dead of winter. The walk will begin promptly at noon, 
but call for a meeting place and/or to car pool. If 
possible, we'll attend a church supper on the way 
home. Maybe you know of a good one.  Ruth Hasler 
374-9900
Coming in February  -  Another glorious winter walk at 
Thacher and talk on "The Evolution of Birds." Don't 
miss it!

TRIP TALES
Saturday, December 3, five hikers started out 

at Hop Field parking area in Thacher  Park. We began 
up the hill and then went round a swamp. It was a crisp 
day with a  beautiful blue sky and we all felt lucky to be 
out enjoying the scenery. The trail was a bit muddy in 
places but we all managed to get through without 
mishap. We went from one trail to the next until we 
were on the nature path above Paint Mine area. We 
decided to walk back along the Escarpment after we 
had stopped at a picnic table to eat lunch. The views 
were clear and interesting, and the walk back was 
leisurely and pleasant.
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Schenectady Wintersports Club
Northern New York Paddlers 
PO Box 228
Schenectady, New York 12301

Ski Area Ticket Order Form
Ski Area Number requested Total Cost

Stowe Adult  @$60

Stowe Jr (6-12)/Senior (>65) @$50

Sugarbush  @$60

Jay Peak @$55

Totals $

Name of Member Ordering Ticket Vouchers:

Street Address of Member

City and State:

Phone Number :

E-mail Address:

The person ordering tickets must be a member of SWC and all people using the vouchers must be members also to comply with the Ski 
Areas terms of the deep discounts.  You are saving $32/day at Stowe this year.

You can find a membership application at the SWC web site   www.swcweb.org    

Make Check Payable to SWC and send  a Stamped, Self  Addressed business sized envelope to Bill Schaefer in sufficient 
time for the return mail.  Lack of planning on your  part does not constitute an emergency on our part,  we are volunteers 

trying to save you money on your skiing.   You can also get in contact with Bill at swctickets@swcweb.org 

Mail to : Bill Schaefer,   804 Charter Oak Drive, N iskayuna, NY 12309
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