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  3/1/2011        ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS 
SWC, PO 228,Schenectady, NY 12301            
Clubhouse Phone  (802) 244-8918 
 
Clubhouse Reservations Call 518-573-6431 

A SCHENECTADY WINTERSPORTS CLUB PUBLICATION  

Phone numbers in the Ski Chatter are in the 518 area code unless otherwise noted.   WEB Site: www.swcweb.org 

March 3 rd - "Fools Gold" 
The March 3rd meeting will feature the CS Films 

and The Gold Project collaboration movie “Fools 
Gold” featuring backcountry, park and urban skiing all 
around the East Coast and Mt. Hood.  Deep Powder 
at Jay Peak, custom park shoots in New York and 
unique urban exploration around New England round 
out this HD film directed by Craig Stay and Galin 
Foley.  CS Films is an owner operated action sports 
film company out of the Adirondacks in New York. 
They have been around for two years and are in 
production of their second movie “Hit or Miss” . 

The meeting is at the Ancient Order of Hibernians 
1748 State St.   There is a social session from 7:00 
to 7:30 where you can catch up on what is happening 
in the Club while the formal meeting starts at 7:30. 

Ancient Order of Hibernians 1748 State St . is just 
east of Rt 7 (the Cross town) in uptown Schenectady.  
To find the Ancient Order of Hibernians  take State 
Street (Rt 5) toward Albany.  It is on the right side 
approximately 4 ½ blocks past the Rt 7 overpass.  If 
coming from the Thruway take I-890 to Rt 7 East and 
exit at State Street (Rt 5).  Turn right at the top of the 
ramp and go East 4 ½ blocks.  From the Troy 
direction, take Rt. 7 all the way to State Street (Rt 5) 
and turn left at the top of the ramp and go 4 ½ blocks 
to 1748 State St. on the right. 

Make it a point to attend these meetings! Not only 
for the topics mentioned, but also for any club related 
questions, purchasing lift tickets, etc. Or just come 
and have a drink with friends and exchange ski tales. 
It’s been a pretty good ski season so far! 

 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Mar 3 Meeting  Film “Fools Gold”  
Mar 12 & 13 NATO Festival at Mad River Glen 
Mar 24 Meeting  Tony Dorangrichia’s India trip 
Mar 16-20 Club member Appreciation days at Stowe 
April 7  Slide show  Rich Vertigan‘s bike ride 
across the USA, 2010 
April 10  Tour of the Battenkill (we need helpers) 
April 21  Last Meeting   Elections/Ice Cream Social 
May 5    First Thursday bike ride of the season 
May 6-8  Work Party at the Clubhouse 

March 24 Meeting – Trip to India 
(On the 4 th Thursday in March) 
The March 24th meeting will feature films and 

slides taken by our own Tony Dorangrichia on a trip 
we took for his daughter's wedding which started in 
the US and then went to India.  They were in Delhi, 
Calcutta and a small town in rural India called 
Madhupur.  The show includes a few videos of things 
like driving in traffic and a local potter working.  Tony 
will personally narrate the program.  

The second March meeting will be THREE weeks 
from the first, March 24 .  It is due to the large number 
of Thursdays in March.  It is on March 24  so don’t go 
there on the third Thursday of March. 

The meeting will be at the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians 1748 State St . is just east of Rt 7 (the 
Cross town) in uptown Schenectady. 

 

Thursday Night Bike Rides 
2011 Season 

As I write this it is mid February and I am trying to 
decide where I will go skiing tomorrow.  However, 
when you read this, it will be March already and 
spring will be right around the corner.  I’ve just 
checked my calendar book and can’t find anything 
that says anyone has signed up to host any particular 
ride this year.  So, if you are thinking of hosting a 
Thursday night bike ride, THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  
However, if you could also give me a call as soon as 
possible, you can get the date you want.  My phone 
number is 518 435-1704.  The rides will start on 
Thursday, May 5 and continue every Thursday night 
till Aug 25.  Thanks much.  Terry Tamer 

 

 
Spring Clean/Fix-up Weekend May 6-8 

We have lots of cleaning, painting and fixing to do 
at he Clubhouse this year so plan on coming up and 
helping.  Inside, we will be doing more cleaning, 
painting and finishing work like baseboards.  Outside, 
we will work on the fire escape, back lot clean up and 
make trips to the recycle center to get rid of a 
massive amount of excess stuff in the basements.   
Call Bill Kornrumpf (370-4017) to sign up and get a 
good room (one where we will not be making a 
mess).  There may even be some time set aside to 
do a bike ride or quick hike if the trails have dried out. 
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Word From the President   March 2011 
There are no bad days.  There are good days and 

then there are epic days.  There following is a fictional 
account of an epic day based loosely on a true story 
as related by a friend of a friend.  I wasn't there, but I 
understand someone that looks like me was present.  
That doesn't make the accounting any more valid, but 
it may add a personal touch for the reader.   

Not too long ago an Alberta clipper swept through 
the capital city of a state in the northeast.  The entire 
region was shut down for a day.  Weather warnings 
were broadcast throughout the day, schools were 
closed, roads were declared impassible and even 
OTB shut down.   It was “The storm of the Century”.  
Overnight the winds calmed, the snows ceased, and 
the road crews opened the highways.  The sun rose 
in an azure blue sky and the new blanket of white 
sparkled.  The neighborhood woke up to 
snowblowers and back-up alarms. 

It was a powder day.  Skiers canceled meetings, 
called in sick, and called each other.  The fat boys 
were pulled down from the rack and loaded into the 
AWD cars.  The day started with an big E.  E for 
excellent, expectations, and enthusiasm.    

One small group arrived at the local mountain not 
too early but still able to find a good parking spot.  
With some disbelief regarding the low turnout, they 
paraded into the lodge and immediately bumped into 
ski buddies.  Friends and acquaintances were at 
every table.  There were people they skied with often, 
there were folks they always wanted to ski with, and 
there were friends of friends.  Some knew the 
mountain, some didn't.  All were good skiers.  This 
was going to be a party.  So P was added.  P for 
party, P for participation, and P for powder.   

Naturally the small group became a big group.  
And like a of band of musicians, the horde took off to 
play the mountain.  They went everywhere but the 
groomers.  They toured the glades, the official ones 
and the ones “reserved” for those in the know.  They 
shared secret stashes and grabbed the powder 
without concern for the weekend skiers.   It was all 
theirs and it was beautiful.  The group swelled and 
shrunk like an accordion as skiers came and went 
according to their schedule.  At times the group 
needed three gondolas to get up the mountain.  It 
was hard-charging non-stop skiing.  It was too nice to 
break for lunch.  So Cliff bars and dates were passed 
out on the lift and the group kept going.  It was an I 
day.  I for intense, interesting, and irrepressible.   

The group skied the unmarked trails cut by the 
“inner core” with names like “Hippy”, “Cleavage”, 
“Middle Earth” and “Car 45”.   They even swore not to 
tell anyone else for a year and were shown   how to 
get into “Tanner's Demise”.   They ate up all the 
powder and shared their secrete stashes.  For the 
last run of the day a group of seven skiers hop-turned 
down the powder on “Snoopy”.   What a Climax, what 
a Celebration!   

That was it: EPIC.  Bona fide.   
Enjoy the winter, take care of the mountains, and 

enjoy each other.   
 

New Lift Opens at Gore 
On Jan. 29 at 10:45 they cut the ribbon (red) on 

the new Hudson chair that connects the Ski Bowl in 
North Creek to the main mountain.  150-200 people, 
some who skied to the ceremony, some who drove, 
listened to 15 minutes of speeches that talked about 
the history of Gore and the economic advantage of 
linking the town with the mountain.  Now, if you’d like, 
you can start at the Ski Bowl and take the lift and 
connector trail to the main mountain. 

They asked for a show of hands – how many of 
you learned to ski here?  20+ % of the folks in 
attendance raised their hands.  For those of you who 
remember Moxham and 46’er, they are available for 
your skiing pleasure – on natural snow for now.  The 
trails, narrow by current standards, are roughly twice 
as wide as the original trails.  We know this because 
of first-hand accounts and from the video playing in 
the refurbished lodge at the Ski bowl.  Is it video of 
early SWC’ers screaming down the mountain on their 
long boards?  More research is needed. 

For those more interested in skiing the trees than 
nostalgia, back-country slackers (you know who you 
are) will watch local snowfall as the Bark Eater glades 
are waiting to be explored.   

If/when you go, you can reach the new lift by 
driving to the Ski Bowl in North Creek or by skiing 
Sleeping Bear, Tahawus or Pete Gay to the bottom of 
the North Quad, look for signs for Pipeline – then start 
skating (this is Gore after all – famous for the 
wonderful views and long skates).   Turn left over the 
bridge, a quick right and down to the Ski Bowl.  Your 
return trip (yes, you get to skate more) takes you to 
the Burnt Ridge Quad. 

And, lest any of you think the SWC’ers in 
attendance were swept up in the thrill of the “new” 
terrain, true to our SWC (Sure We’re Cheap) motto, 
we found the free food after the ceremony.  It just 
does not get much better than more skiing and free 
food. 

 
Last call for ski tickets 
Don’t wait until the last minute to order tickets. As 

the season winds down, the ticket inventory will also 
wind down. Plan ahead and don't be disappointed. 

 
North Creek Ski Bowl 
The old trails to the North side such as Hudson 

were unexpectedly reopened 2/13. Some of these old 
trails are still overgrown but made some of the most 
interesting skiing on the mountain. Pictures next 
month issue. (Bill Schaefer) 
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Clubhouse News  by Sandy Leith 
 

Clubhouse Ski Season Underway 
It snowed!!!  The snow gods have finally awakened 
and there is lots of new wonderful powdery whiteness 
on the Green mountains!!!  As of 1/18 the stake is at 
48”.  Lets all do our snow dance.  The clubhouse is 
ready for you to come and get your turns in; it’s been 
a fantastic winter season so far.  Tune your boards 
and make your reservations on line or by phone 
Rates for the clubhouse: 
Hosted events, weekend& holiday rates to4/1 
Members - $25     Guests - $30   Juniors - $15 
Un-Hosted, weekdays and off season (after 4/1) rates 
Members - $20   Guests - $30     Juniors - $10 
Hosted dinner: Members $10 Guests $15  Juniors* $5  
*juniors are age 7-15, kids under 7 are free. 
Reserve early and often the season is developing and 
will be over soon!  We have discounted, no blackout 
date, tickets to some of your favorite ski resorts in VT.  

 

Calling all Potential Clubhouse Hosts 
The Clubhouse needs a few more friendly, lively 

weekend hosts.  As always, you will stay free, have 
the best room and receive vouchers for additional 
stays.  Dates still available: April weekends though 
end of season  

If you are interested please contact Sandy Leith 
via email at traildiamond@gmail.com  

 
On-Line Reservation System 
Please use the E-Reservation system if possible.  If 
you are having difficulties you may e-mail or call the 
Reservations Chair, Dave Slezak (573-6431), for 
assistance.  
Please follow these instructions: 
Your computer needs to have Mozilla Firefox as the 
web browser http://www.mozilla.com . This is a 
simpler web browser and the download will transfer 
all your bookmarks over too! 
· Open the Clubhouse reservation page. 
· Click on request username-password. 
· Fill out form and click submit. 
· The system sends an email confirming request.  
· Validation of membership .  
· Your membership is checked and an email is sent 

to requestor with a username-password 
combination. (this can take a few days) 

· Sign on to the e-res system for the first time. 
· You must Update profile, and fill in all the security 

questions which will be used in case the requestor 
forgets his/her password. (This is a must do) Click 
submit 

· Make a reservation, or view reservations. 
· Select dates (up to 6) and select beds. Confirm and 

choose dinner options (yes or no) 
· Click confirm - and an email is generated to lodge 

reservations and the member. 
·  

 

Annual Election of Officers & Ice 
Cream Social at the April 21 Meeting 

The last meeting of the season is our Annual 
Business Meeting with the election of officers and any 
Official Business that may need to be acted upon.  
The present slate of officers is listed below.  Have a 
say in the operation of the club. The club has been 
short handed for several years now and it time to ask 
what you can do for your club. Below is the current 
board and some of these volunteers cannot serve 
again. All positions are open to nominations. Anyone 
wishing to run for any of the offices may call Bill 
Schaefer (370-0229) or self nominate from the floor. 

Following the business meeting, there will be an Ice 
Cream Social with multiple choices of both ice cream 
and toppings.  The committee guarantees that there 
will be plenty for everybody and some flavor for the 
most discerning tastes.  The meeting starts at 7:30 at 
the Ancient Order of Hibernians Hall in Schenectady.   

Board of Directors slate: 
Pete Weykamp  President 
Open position (call) VP Administration  
Anna Dugan VP Nordic 
Bob Wright VP Activities  
Dorie Valenti VP-Alpine 
Anna Dugan  NNYP President 
Lat Schmidt Secretary,  
Ray Asselin Treasurer 
Stetson Tanner At Large 
Larry Callahan At Large 
John Rack Mohawk Valley Hiking Club 

 
UTAH 2011 Trip Report 

9 intrepid skiers descended up the slopes of some 
of the best ski areas Utah has to offer for 6 (well for 
some – 5) days of butt-busting, leg burning, lung 
hurling (just kidding), fabulous skiing anywhere.  And 
it is amazing how 120+ inches of snow on the ground 
can transform a landscape.  As compared to last 
year, there were areas that were almost 
unrecognizable.  From Snowbird to Solitude to 
Brighton to Alta and The Canyons, it was really hard 
to find bad conditions.  And we tried.  We rode as 
many lifts as we could find, sent groups in all 
directions in search of that elusive rotten condition.  
We had to suffer through the steep woods of Solitude, 
runs like STH and Thunderbowl at Snowbird, the 
Catherine’s Area and runs off the Wildcat chair at 
Alta, the woods and back bowl at Brighten and knee 
deep snow at The Canyons only to find that it is not 
the best idea to ski Mineral Basin at Snowbird when 
the light is flat and the Southern facing slopes at The 
Canyons really get cooked by the sun on a bluebird 
day.  Oh the things we suffered through.  As always, 
Bob Wright made sure that it was done up right.  
Thanks Bobby for pushing a little bit and setting up a 
great trip.  The clock is ticking till the next trip. 
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Discount Lift Tickets 2011 
Are you planning a vacation using the discount 

tickets? Be sure to order early to have them. Are you 
bringing non-SWC friends? Be sure to sign them up 
for a membership. The mountains expect all discount 
ticket holders to be club members, so don't spoil it for 
the rest of us. The club ticket and membership fee is 
still cheaper than a one-day ticket. 

New this year is Smugglers Notch & Mad River Glen 
Here is what we have: 

Stowe - $55 Adult/$50 Jr-Sr – No Blackouts 
Sugarbush $60 – No Blackouts 
Jay Peak - $45 - No Blackouts 
Smugglers Notch $50 Adult/$40 Jr – No Blackouts 
Mad River Glen – $150 for 3 No Blackout tickets  
Bolton Valley –$35 - Show SWC card at ticket booth 

Contact Bill Schaefer for details and questions 
wschaef1@nycap.rr.con or 728-9395. 
To purchase tickets: Purchasers and ticket holders 
must be SWC Members.  Here are the details: 

1. Tickets will be available at program meetings 
2. Send Self-Addressed, Stamped Envelope with 

Check (made out to SWC), number needed and 
area to Bill Schaefer, 804 Charter Oak Dr, 
Niskayuna, NY 12309-3041 

Tickets are typically mailed the day after receipt, 
however, please allow for the need for us to re-order 
or we may go skiing ourselves.  Remember: Lack of 
thought and foresight  on your part does not 
constitute an emergency  on our volunteers part.  
Find further information at www.swcweb.org , or you 
can email questions to swctickets@swcweb.org. 

The Great Ski Deals 
Once again the New York Capital District Ski 

Council has negotiated great deals.  Check out their 
web page at http://www.nycdsc.org/69.html for the 
complete listings.  The NYCDSC web page has 
restrictions and special requirements to receive these 
rates. For Mt. Snow  purchase tickets at the Group 
Sales office located in the Sundance Base Lodge 
(open 8:30-1:00 midweek, 7:30-1:00 weekends and 
holidays).  Members must present their ski club 
membership card to receive the discount. One ticket 
is available per membership card, per day. 
Mar 4  Fri Okemo $36 
Mar 5  Sat Okemo $45 
Mar 9  Wed Okemo $36 
Mar 11  Fri Mt. Snow $40 
Mar 12  Sat Mt. Snow $47 
Mar 13  Sun Mt. Snow $45 
March 18  Fri Gore $40 
March 20  Sun Whiteface $38 
March 21  Mon Whiteface $38 
Apr 2  Sat Okemo $36 
Apr 3  Sun Okemo $33 
April 3  Sun Whiteface $38 
April 4  Mon Whiteface $38 
April 9  Sat Gore $40 

Whiteface Super Sundays: 
3/13  Shamrock Sunday 
4/3    Retro Sunday$35 adults, $30 teens, $25 Jrs 
Okemo ; Purchase tickets at the Group Sales Center in 

the Motor Coach Parking (Clock Tower base area) 
Whiteface  on any of the dates listed, show your Ski 

Council or Club ID as well as a photo ID 
Ski Butternut  and Save $20.00 off your lift ticket, 

discounts on Rentals and Lessons. 
Plattekill Mountain  ANY DAY $10 OFF with card. 

 
 

Tax Deductible Club Donation  
While our Club members are sometimes known for 

their frugality, they are known to be very generous at 
the same time.  Since the Club is a tax-exempt 
organization, you can give tax-deductible donations to 
support club projects like the preservation of our 
records and films or a specific improvement to the 
clubhouse. Your donation can be as specific as you 
like and we will provide you with a letter of 
contribution for your taxes. These donations can be 
anonymous or named or in memory of a loved one. 

Specific project priorities the club membership 
would like to advance – ski history, skier support or 
documentary interviews of early club members. 

Contact Bill Schaefer - wschaef1@nycap.rr.con or 
728-9395 

Utah SWC tripers from Left: Dan Schmidt, Craig 
Lindsay, Kieth Holmstrom, Lat Schmidt, Jon Skalwold 
and Anthony Garner 
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2011 Paddling Season 
Look over the piles of snow– there is hope that the 

2011 paddling season will become a reality.  
 

Your Dues 
The NNYP/SWC fiscal year runs from June to May, 

so, pay up if you haven’t done so by now and take 
advantage of the things like the Lodge.  You’ll be able 
to keep up with what is happening the rest of the 
winter and spring.  Remember, we do put Contracts 
out on people who haven’t sent their dues in!! 

 

Florida Canoeing – 2011 
This year, we found the world’s best canoe/kayak 

launch.  It is at Alderman Ford, a Florida County Park, 
near Tampa. 

Pictures are shown elsewhere.  It consists of a series 
of fixed horizontal rollers, followed by three similar 
rollers, but which tilt to a lower incline when weight (the 
loaded canoe plus paddlers) is put on them.  You pull 
yourself over the first set, and then slide down the 
second by gravity (much like the Disneyland Flume) 

The system was thoroughly vetted by George Astle, 
Margaret Parks, and the Foster’s on their recent trip to 
Florida.  Thumbs Up!!!!!!     10. 
. 

Looking For A Ticket? 
    Just a reminder of the new NYS law that you must 
WEAR a PFD if you are paddling anywhere in New 
York State between November 1 and May 1.  This 
applies to anyone in any watercraft under 21 feet, 
which includes most canoes, kayaks, rowboats, 
motorboats and sailboats.  For more info about boating 
safety and marine recreation in NYS, visit 
www.nysparks.com.   
 

For Sale and Scuttlebutts 
Nothing for sale.  Everybody’s garages must be clean. 

 

Keep the News Coming 
Please send any paddling news to me – including 

notes on paddling, water sports, photos, jokes, stories, 
etc. or other things that the group might find interesting 
(like hiking, theater, etc).  Send it to Allan 
Fostermailto:adfos@aol.com, or 379 McCormack Rd, 
Albany, NY 12208, by the 10th of month.  Put NNYP, 
SWC or Blade in the subject title line so I don’t Spam 
you. Pictures should preferably be less than 100Kb. 

Tenandeho White Water Derby 
Sunday April 3 

Here’s fun.  The Mechanicville Tenandeho Canoe 
Association and the City of Mechanicville proudly host 
the 38th annual Mechanicville White Water Derby.  
Registration starts at 9AM and the race starts at noon.   
If not competing, it’s really fun to watch.  Contact Ken 
Perrault “lauraperrault” ncreek9@nycap.rr.com, or 
664-6781. 

This 4.5 mile "downriver" race is held from the 
Coons Crossing Road down to the old elementary 
school on North Main Street at the confluence of the 
Tenandeho Creek and the Hudson River.  Plenty of 
good viewing spots. 
 

 
NYNP Time Trials Announced  

The Wednesday-night time trials commence on May 
4, at 6:30 PM, on the Mohawk River.  Starting and 
finishing will be at the Aqueduct Park dock, Town of 
Niskayuna (that's where NY Route 146 crosses the 
river on the Rexford bridge). 

Any self powered craft is welcome - usually paddling 
are canoes and kayaks, sometimes war canoes, 
outrigger canoes, rowing shells, and sculls.  There are 
age and gender classes for any imaginable paddler, 
with an infamous class for inadvertent swimmers.  
Paddlers have registered from Mass, Vermont, Maine, 
Virginia, Florida, Long Island (part of NY), 
Pennsylvania, and even Schenectady. 

Registration starts at 6, is free for club members, but 
$10 for the season for non-members (the first night is 
free for non-members).  It's best to be early as the gun 
goes off at 6:30PM whether you're on the start line or 
not (we've started 2 minutes late one time in 17 
years).  Times are recorded for comparison during the 
season or against prior recent seasons.  The course is 
3.65 miles long and takes from 27 minutes to a week, 
which is why they're held only once a week.  Coaching 
for racing or paddling technique usually is conducted 
following the time trial for all interested.  Cancellation is 
only in cases of lightning or the river over the bank. 

This year will feature the addition of a short course, 
about 16 minutes of paddling more focused on the 
occasional paddler who may not want to mix it up with 
the faster paddlers on the traditional 30-45 minute 
course.  

Further information is available from Alec Davis, 518 
399-1435 or alecdavis@earthlink.net 
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Club Boat Availability 
Even though you might be paddling in 20” of snow, 

remember that NNYP has canoes, paddles, PFD’s 
(limited), and one kayak for use by members: 

18’ 6” Wenonah CC   18’ 6” Lincoln CC   18’ 6” Sawyer CC  
18’ 5” Alumicraft        12” Acadia Kayak 

 

Club members may borrow these boats for a $5/day, 
$25/week donation.  They are located at Uncle Donnie 
Patneaude’s house at 741 River Road, Lower 
Rotterdam Junction (about 0.3 mile from the Kiwanis 
boat launch (518-887-5483).  There are also four 
canoes at the Clubhouse. 

 

Since the availability of life vests (PFDs), is limited, 
you might want to bring one along if you have one. 

 
 
 
 

Names and Numbers to Remember 
Board of Directors: 
Pete Weykamp, Pres H 785-6433 
Dave Slezak VP Administration H 573-6431 
Anna Palmer, VP Nordic H 489-5092 
Bob Wright, VP Activities  H-279-1428 
Dorie Valenti, VP-Alpine H 334-0652 
Anna Palmer NNYP President H 489-5092 
Lat Schmidt, Secretary,  H 372-2915 
Ray Asselin, Treasurer H 355-1882 
Sandy Leith, Clubhouse Director  H 727-4768 
Stetson Taner, At Large H 355-0276  
Larry Calahan, At Large H 357-3826 
John Rack, Mohawk Valley Hiking Club      H-399-5081 
Bill Schaefer, Past Pres. H 370-0229 
Others: 
Craig Lindsay, Membership  H 356-0557 
Dave Slezak, Clubhouse Reservations H 573-6431 
Bill Schaefer, Ticket Vouchers H 370-0229 
Bill Kornrumpf, Chatter Editor & H 370-4017 
        Clubhouse Facilities  wkornrumpf@ieee.org  
Allan Foster Blade Editor adfos@aol.com  H 438-5540 
Cecilia MacDonald MVHC Editor Cecilia@midtel.net  
 H 872-0823 
Dorie Valenti Webmaster doriev@verizon.net  
Clubhouse at Waterbury Center  802-244-8918 

 

 
 

Change Of Address Notices 
Change of Address notices should be sent to: Craig 
Lindsay, 2012 Lisa Lane, Schenectady, NY 12303 .  
��������� �	
��
��������������� ��Do not send to 
the editors, or the Club PO Box, they will get lost. 
 

Covered Dish Supper Feb 10 

Thacher Park Walk & Talk —1/29/11 
 

Photos from Mohawk Valley Hiking Club Event s 
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Conservation Report 
by Henri T. Plant  
 

Again, sorry, no report this month.  
 

Please call leader in advance; weather and other factors may 
cause changes. Please, no pets on any hike as a courtesy to 
others. This is a volunteer organization and with any activity there 
is a presumption of risk. Each participant is responsible for his or 
her own safety. Bring ample food and water, dress appropriately. 
Hike leaders :  Please send your reports to: 
Cecilia A. MacDonald, 260 Sever Road, Delanson, NY 12053. 

Saturday , March 19 - Join Cecilia and Rob 
MacDonald  for a hike in nearby Five Rivers 
Environmental Center  in Slingerlands. We will meet 
in the parking lot of the Center at 12 noon, hike for up 
to two hours and then join in a Maple Syrup festival 
from 1:30 to 3:30. They tap trees, boil the sap 
and have taste tests to let you taste the difference 
between the REAL syrup and the "other". There are 
maple candies, syrups and other maple products for 
sale by local producers. Call Cecilia at 872-0823 for 
further information and sign-up. 
 

 
 
Covered Dish Supper—Feb. 10 

It was a cold and windy night… Nevertheless, 
about 30 hale hikers drove to the Dutch Reformed 
Church in Scotia to join our annual CDS . The ovens 
heated dishes of food, place settings began filling the 
tables and the buzzing of hungry members was 
heard. At last, the serving tables were laden to 
overflow and the guests started filling their plates. 

Meanwhile, a special guest, John Wallace, a friend 
of Joe N.'s, started to play his accordion. It was a 
welcome addition and a few sang along. Two of us 
even did a polka or two or three. �  Such fun. To top it 
off, our accordionist played Happy Birthday and we all 
joined in by singing to Ruth Hasler on her natal day. 

After our musician left for another meeting, and 
desserts were devoured, we were treated to a slide 
show of the Adirondacks, the Catskills and even 
painted turtles from Virginia, by local photographer, 
Dave Waite. For a finale, Dave gave us a little of the 
history of the lean-tos in the Adirondacks. Dave loves 
to hike, ski and snowshoe into our wilderness areas & 
he takes beautiful photographs. It was a great show. 

Thanks to all who joined us. Special thanks to 
John Rack and his lovely wife, Karen for coordinating 

the evening, John Wallace for all the music and Dave 
Waite for the slide show. Also thanks to all who 
helped clean up. 

It was wonderful seeing so many dear friends and 
enjoying the evening!!!                                CAM 
 

Thacher Park Walk & Talk  —1/29/11 
The Thacher walk and talk on exceeded even my 

lofty expectations. The trail from the Paint Mine picnic 
area up to Beaver Dam Road was accommodating, 
and thirteen of us and a therapy dog walked, 
snowshoed, and skied to the top and back. Well 
almost all of us. We did lose a couple, but actually ran 
into another club member on the way. It was warm. It 
was beautiful. It was quiet. And we loved it.  

At Thacher Nature Center we learned that fishers 
climb trees, are omnivorous, have a knack for killing 
porcupines, and might go after your cat given the 
chance. Even so, we were happy to learn that they 
are recovering after having been trapped to near 
extinction for their fur. After the talk, we tried to meet 
for coffee in Altamont, but couldn’t find each other. 
So, the ones who did, headed back to Schenectady 
and a fabulous church supper of cavetelli, sausage 
and meatballs. The photos really tell the story. Ruth H 

 
 

Pictures for Thacher Walk here - 3  pics. 
Jan[5].jpg 
Jan[6].jpg 
Jan[7].jpg 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Member News  

Ron Needle had his surgery postponed at the last 
minute, adding much angst to the situation. He is to 
have a valve replaced and a triple by pass, hopefully 
soon. At this time, Lois is not sure when it will occur. 
With any luck it will be before you read this article. 
Best of  everything, Ron and Lois. We're all rooting 
for a speedy recovery.  

 
 
 

Covered Dish Supper Feb 10 
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Tour of the Battenkill April 10 

“America’s Toughest 1-day Bike Race” 
SWC needs your help 

The Tour of the Battenkill is a race unlike any other. Racers 
compete over 64/82 miles of rolling terrain on both dirt and paved roads 
as they travel through the world famous Battenkill Valley. The race 
starts and finishes in Cambridge, NY and courses through covered 
bridges, family farms, and rural villages along challenging backcountry 
roads. 

Over 3,000 amateur and professional cyclists from North America 
and dozens of nations worldwide are expected to participate. There are 
many challenging climbs - total climbing is over 4000 feet - with a 
maximum gradient of 18%!  

SWC Needs Your Help as a Volunteer 
For qualified not-for-profit organizations (SWC) that organize 

volunteer helpers, there is a cash payment available.  What easier way 
to help the Club raise ($300 donation for every 10 volunteers provided 
per 4-hour shift, or $750 for every 20 volunteers) than watching some of 
the best US racers punish themselves up close and personal.  You will 
only need to work 4 hours as a corner marshal or driver on race day 
(April 10). 

Gina and Bill Kornrumpf have been volunteering the 
last 2 years and will be organizing the SWC team of 
volunteers.  Please call on 370-4017 or email Bill 
(wkornrum@nycap.rr.com ) to let him know you will be 
available to help with this excellent race.  The race 
web site is: http://battenkill.squarespace.com  . 
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