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  2/1/2011        ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS 
SWC, PO 228,Schenectady, NY 12301            
Clubhouse Phone  (802) 244-8918 
 
Clubhouse Reservations Call 518-573-6431 

A SCHENECTADY WINTERSPORTS CLUB PUBLICATION  

Phone numbers in the Ski Chatter are in the 518 area code unless otherwise noted.   WEB Site: www.swcweb.org 

Feb 3rd - "Backcountry Skiing" 
At the Feb 3rd meeting, we will have a 

demonstration on Telemark and AT (Alpine Touring) 
Backcountry Skiing. Several SWCer’s will be on hand 
to show how the equipment works, and the 
advantages and disadvantages of each. When one 
ventures into the backcountry, you need to be 
prepared. A properly equipped backpack is essential 
for backcountry skiing, and we will show everyone 
what to bring, and how to use these items. We will 
also have a little slide show with photos of different 
areas that members have skied.  The meeting will be 
at the Ancient Order of Hibernians 1748 State St . 

There is a social session from 7:00 to 7:30 
where you can catch up on what is happening in 
the Club while the formal meeting starts at 7:30. 

Ancient Order of Hibernians 1748 State St . is just 
east of Rt 7 (the Cross town) in uptown Schenectady.  
To find the Ancient Order of Hibernians  take State 
Street (Rt 5) toward Albany.  It is on the right side 
approximately 4 ½ blocks past the Rt 7 overpass.  If 
coming from the Thruway take I-890 to Rt 7 East and 
exit at State Street (Rt 5).  Turn right at the top of the 
ramp and go East 4 ½ blocks.  From the Troy 
direction, take Rt. 7 all the way to State Street (Rt 5) 
and turn left at the top of the ramp and go 4 ½ blocks 
to 1748 State St. on the right. 

Make it a point to attend these meetings! Not only 
for the topics mentioned, but also for any club related 
questions, purchasing lift tickets, etc. Or just come 
and have a drink with friends and exchange ski tales. 
It’s been a pretty good ski season so far! 

 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Jan 29     Thacher Walk & Talk 
Feb 3       Backcountry/Telemark Skiing night-
equipment and techniques 
Feb 6-8    Climbers Lodge ski weekend 
Feb 10  Covered Dish Supper 
Feb 12  Thunderbolt ski race on Mt. Greylock 
Feb  17     Nordic night - equipment and techniques 
Feb 26  Thatcher Nature Center snowshoe/hike 
Mar 3 Meeting 
Mar 12 & 13 NATO Festival at Mad River Glen 
Mar 17 Meeting 
Mar 16-20 Club member Appreciation days at Stowe 
April 7      Slide show  Rich Vertigan‘s bike ride 
across the USA, 2010 
April 10  Tour of the Battenkill 
April 21  Elections/Ice Cream Social 

Feb 17 Meeting – Nordic Skiing 
On February 17th, it will be Nordic skiing and 

Snowshoeing night. Everything you ever wanted to 
know about hiking and X-C skiing will be covered! 
Also, members will be on hand to show us where to 
go within the capital region. A lot of times there may 
not be any snow in Schenectady, but up in the hills of 
Schenectady, Albany, and Rensselaer counties, 
there probably is snow, and Ed is our resident expert 
on where to go. 

The meeting will be at the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians 1748 State St . is just east of Rt 7 (the 
Cross town) in uptown Schenectady. 

 

Don’t Believe the TV (Great Skiing) 
It happened again this weekend.  Your editor was 

up at the Clubhouse and the weather folks were busy 
making news (not reporting it) with stories about how 
cold it was going to be on Sat &Sun (-8 & -24) 
respectively.  It turns out the sun was out both days 
and Sat was never below zero and Sun was just 
below zero.  The skiing was great and the crowds 
believed the TV troublemakers and missed a great 
day of skiing.  The old adage “Never cancel what you 
want to do because of weather Predictions” was 
proven again.  Remember, never cancel without 
actually checking the real data and there are always 
great alternatives in VT if the weather is really bad. 

 

Make Your Reservations Now 
Now is the time to make your reservations at the 

Clubhouse.  You can’t beat the price for tickets, 
rooms and meals in the northern Vermont ski areas.  
The web based reservation system is up and running 
and if you are not a webber, you can call Dave Slezak 
(573-6431).  We are one of the only places you can 
obtain deep discount tickets for a major ski area 
during Presidents Week.  You can even pay by credit 
card at the Clubhouse now. 

 

Thunderbolt Ski Race Feb 12 
It looks like Mt. Greylock will have plenty of snow 

this year to hold the Thunderbolt Ski race.  It is a 
backcountry race like they ran back in the 30’s with 
the competitors hiking up Mt. Greylock to the start 
and coming down the 1.6 mile Thunderbolt trail on 
anything from Snowboards to Tele to Alpine ski 
equipment.  This is a good time to spectate at one of 
the earliest downhill ski trails in the US.  The race 
starts at 11:00 and will be all over by 1:00 so get 
there early.  You have to walk up to see the race.  
The website is: http://www.thunderboltskirun.com or 
http://www.thunderboltskirunners.org/race .  Next 
year we want to see some of our SWC’ers registered 
for the race. 
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Word From the President   Jan 2011 
Recently, as a small group of SWCers were 

planning our next outing, it occurred to me that our 
members have more ways of skiing cheap than Midas 
has mufflers.  Skiing cheap has become such an 
ingrained attribute of the SWCers that we don’t even 
realize how different or unique we have become in 
comparison to J. Q. Public Skier.  So, from the biased 
position of an insider, I’ll try to describe how a SWCer 
might be differentiated from the common skier. Here 
are some of the characteristics that make up the 
typical SWCer member: 

Weather:  SWCers pray for snow when everyone 
else is sick of winter.  SWCers know it doesn't do 
anything but we're eternally hopeful for a big dump.  
We figure it can’t hurt.  Some even wear their 
pajamas inside out thinking it’ll get them a snow day.  
SWCers are not afraid to go outside during the winter.  
We know things like how to dress for freezing rain, 
how to get to the Ben & Jerry’s factory in a 
snowstorm, and what additive to put in the gas tank of 
our snow blower.  SWCers are able to wake up from 
a snooze on the couch just in time to hear the 
weather report on the 10:00 news.  We know about 
microclimates, inversions, and have learned to 
discount the drama of Steve Caporizzo’s forecast.  

Location:  SWCers can frequently be found near 
hills or mountains, sometimes on flat planes, 
sometimes walking uphill.  At work we congregate 
near ski posters or weather maps. When shopping we 
mill around the EMS store looking for more techwear, 
we enter dreamland when staring at all the skis in ski 
shops, and we’re on the road.  Folks can catch us at 
the gas pump or the beer cooler at Stewart’s. 

Equipment:  We’ll start with ski boots.  Three 
years ago after multiple years, approaching decades, 
of use, this middle class SWCer broke down – but not 
before gaining assurances from his family and friends 
that it would be ok – and bought a pair of new boots.  
He’s still talking about how much they cost.  And he 
won’t (can’t?) throw out the old ones.   

SWCers love their skis.  We like them so much 
we lock up old camber-free skis so they won’t get 
stolen.  Meanwhile that same pair, undrilled, can be 
found in the bargain bucket in the basement for $50 
bucks.  We’ll buy that old ski again, ‘cause we can’t 
part with something we love.  SWCers ski trees and 
rocks and stumps and hold competitive grieving 
sessions as they moan about the gouges on the 
bottom of their rock skis.  One SWCer literally bolted 
his ski edge back in place and still uses those skis. 

Outerwear:  I know a SWCer that’ll buy ski jackets 
that don’t fit – or have a weird color – just because 
they’re cheap.  Now he has so many jackets, he’s run 
out of closet space.  There’s one SWC member that 
might have the oldest ski pants in the northeast.  
Remember stretch pants on men?  Last year, this guy 
and an old high school friend reconnected while in the 
waiting line to enter the Slides.  After exchanging 
howdy-dos, this fellow asked my near constant ski 
companion if those were the same ski pants he let his 
buddy borrow back in ’74. 

It goes on.  Lift Tickets:  This is where we excel.  
SWCers go to much further extremes than the 

average Joe to get a discounted ticket.  A SWCer told 
me he rummaged through all the Otter Creek 12 
packs in Shaw’s in search of a 2 for 1 coupon for Jay.   
I know a bunch of SWCers that will drive 6 hours to 
ski Mad River for $3.50 on Retro day.  A newer 
member nearly cut his leg off with a chain saw – twice 
– to get a ski free voucher for Hickory.  And what 
about all those volunteers that come out to work 
Warren Miller for a free lift ticket to Windham.  This 
particular characteristic is endemic throughout the 
membership.  Three quarters of the SWC Board 
schedules their vacation time to coincide with the 
skier appreciation days at Stowe  

I met a member at the ski house that lives on 
Long Island.  He takes his grandkids up to Jay 
several times each season.  When I asked him how 
he found out about SWC he replied; “Well, we use to 
belong to another club with a house up here, but this 
one is cheaper.”  Cheap?  Yeah, but he skis Jay and 
he takes his grandkids and we’re glad he found us.  
He fits right in.  Ski cheap, ski often.  Enjoy the winter. 

 

SWC Logo Gear For Sale 
(For those late Christmas presents) 
Support your club and show their colors!  The club 

has purchased various fleece items from LL Bean 
with the Schenectady Wintersports logo and is 
offering them for sale.  We can also take orders if you 
do not see a color or size that suits you.  The prices 
are as follows:  Polartec Fleece Jacket - $65, Polartec 
Fleece Vest - $45 and Fitness Fleece Quarter Zip 
Pullover - $40.  Items are on display and can be 
purchased at any club meeting or by contacting Larry 
Callahan.  Larry can be reached by phone at 357-
3826 or by email at lcallaha@nycap.rr.com. 

It is also possible to have any LL Bean item 
monogrammed with the SWC logo for an additional 
charge over the standard monogram price. 

 

CAMP FOWLER X-C 
CAMP FOWLER X-C has a full house Feb 28-March 
1-2 —watch for pics and write-up.  Please note that 
anyone can set up a stay at the Camp.  Feel free to 
contact Anna at 489-5092 for a contact if interested.  
 Shuush on! 

 
Come on Up The Snow is Wonderful  

It has been snowing in northern Vermont for quite 
some time now.  The clubhouse is geared up for the 
ski season, so come on up and have some great ski 
days.  Here are a few events that are coming: 

President’s Week is 2/19 – 2/27 and the SWC’er 
discount tickets are good all that week. 

The last Stowe appreciation days are 3/16 – 
3/20 tickets are as low as $30/day ($16/day 
senior/jr.)     See you at the house!!!
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Clubhouse News  by Sandy Leith 
 

Clubhouse Ski Season Underway 
It snowed!!!  The snow gods have finally awakened 
and there is lots of new wonderful powdery whiteness 
on the Green mountains!!!  As of 1/18 the stake is at 
48”.  Lets all do our snow dance.  The clubhouse is 
ready for you to come and get your turns in; it’s been 
a fantastic winter season so far.  Tune your boards 
and make your reservations on line or by phone 
Rates for the clubhouse: 
Hosted events, weekend& holiday rates to4/1 
Members - $25     Guests - $30   Juniors - $15 
Un-Hosted, weekdays and off season (after 4/1) rates 
Members - $20   Guests - $30     Juniors - $10 
Hosted dinner: Members $10 Guests $15  Juniors* $5  
*juniors are age 7-15, kids under 7 are free. 
Reserve early and often the season is developing and 
will be over soon!  We have discounted, no blackout 
date, tickets to some of your favorite ski resorts in VT.  

 

Calling all Potential Clubhouse Hosts 
The Clubhouse needs a few more friendly, lively 

weekend hosts.  As always, you will stay free, have 
the best room and receive vouchers for additional 
stays.  Dates still available: 2/10 – 2/13 & 2/25- 2/27 
April weekends though end of season  

If you are interested please contact Sandy Leith 
via email at traildiamond@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 

America’s Toughest 1-day Bike Race 
The Tour of the Battenkill April 10 

SWC needs your help 
The Tour of the Battenkill is a race unlike any 

other. Racers compete over 64/82 miles of rolling 
terrain on both dirt and paved roads as they travel 
through the world famous Battenkill Valley. The race 
starts and finishes in Cambridge, NY and courses 
through covered bridges, family farms, and rural 
villages along challenging backcountry roads. 

Over 3,000 amateur and professional cyclists 
from North America and dozens of nations worldwide 
are expected to participate. There are many 
challenging climbs - total climbing is over 4000 feet - 
with a maximum gradient of 18%!  

SWC Needs Your Help 
For qualified civic group or not-for-profit 

organizations that organize volunteer helpers, there is 
a cash payment available.  What easier way to help 
the Club raise ($300 donation for every 10 volunteers 
provided per 4-hour shift, or $750 for every 20 
volunteers) than watching some of the best US racers 
punish themselves up close and personal.  You will 
only need to work 4 hours as a corner marshal or 
driver on race day (April 10). 

Gina and Bill Kornrumpf have been volunteering 
the last 2 years and will be organizing the SWC team 
of volunteers.  Please call on 370-4017 or email Bill 
(wkornrum@nycap.rr.com  ) to let him know you will 
be available to help with this excellent race.  The race 
web site is: http://battenkill.squarespace.com   . 

On-Line Reservation System 
Please use the E-Reservation system if possible.  If 
you are having difficulties you may e-mail or call the 
Reservations Chair, Dave Slezak (573-6431), for 
assistance.  
Please follow these instructions: 
Your computer needs to have Mozilla Firefox as the 
web browser http://www.mozilla.com . This is a 
simpler web browser and the download will transfer 
all your bookmarks over too! 
· Open the Clubhouse reservation page. 
· Click on request username-password. 
· Fill out form and click submit. 
· The system sends an email confirming request.  
· Validation of membership .  
· Your membership is checked and an email is sent 

to requestor with a username-password 
combination. (this can take a few days) 

· Sign on to the e-res system for the first time. 
· You must Update profile, and fill in all the security 

questions which will be used in case the requestor 
forgets his/her password. (This is a must do) Click 
submit 

· Make a reservation, or view reservations. 
· Select dates (up to 6) and select beds. Confirm and 

choose dinner options (yes or no) 
· Click confirm - and an email is generated to lodge 

reservations and the member. 
·  

 
 

Falls Brook Yurts 
Two new members, Jim Hanley and Michele Quirk 
live in the Adirondacks at their off grid 16’x20’ cabin 
where they also rent two yurts year round.  They both 
are NYS River & Camping guides as well as offering 
yurt rentals at Falls Brook Yurts in Minerva, NY. 15 
minutes from Gore Mountain Ski Center. Their two 
yurts are a backcountry, hike destination that is 
located along the state trailhead going to Sherman 
Pond and Stony Pond.  Folks hike, snowshoe and 
backcountry ski in 2/3 mile on the state trail past 
cascading waterfalls to their private yurt year round 
(except during hunting season) for a unique 
backcountry stay.  The yurts are 20’ in diameter and 
sleep 7 or 8. Both yurts have propane heating, 
lighting and cooking with a stocked kitchen so all that 
is needs to be carried in for a comfortable stay is a 
sleeping bag, pillow, clothing, food, outdoor 
equipment and a sense of Adventure. There are trails 
right from the yurt to secluded ponds, a lean to and 
Green Mountain.  The yurts are close to whitewater 
rafting, canoeing and many hiking trails.  Minerva 
Recreation Center is nearby and features year round 
activities with a beach, snack bar, tennis courts and 
summer concerts to winter fun including ice skating, 
ice fishing and snowshoe trails.  Learn more at 
www.fallsbrookyurts.com. 
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Discount Lift Tickets 2011 
Are you planning a vacation using the discount 

tickets? Be sure to order early to have them. Are you 
bringing non-SWC friends? Be sure to sign them up 
for a membership. The mountains expect all discount 
ticket holders to be club members, so don't spoil it for 
the rest of us. The club ticket and membership fee is 
still cheaper than a one-day ticket. 

New this year is Smugglers Notch and Mad River 
Glen 

Here is what we have: 
Stowe - $55 Adult/$50 Jr-Sr – No Blackouts 
Sugarbush $60 – No Blackouts 
Jay Peak - $45 - No Blackouts 
Smugglers Notch $50 Adult/$40 Jr – No Blackouts 
Mad River Glen – $150 for 3 No Blackout tickets 

($50ea) 
Bolton Valley –$35 - Show SWC membership card 

at ticket window any day. No blackout. 
Contact Bill Schaefer for details and questions 
wschaef1@nycap.rr.con or 728-9395. 
 
To purchase tickets: Purchasers and ticket holders 
must be SWC Members.  Here are the details: 

1. Tickets will be available at program meetings 
2. Send Self-Addressed, Stamped Envelope with 

Check (made out to SWC), number needed and 
area to Bill Schaefer, 804 Charter Oak Dr, 
Niskayuna, NY 12309-3041 

3. Some lodge hosts may have tickets at the 
clubhouse (do not plan on this option).  

Tickets are typically mailed the day after receipt, 
however, please allow for the need for us to re-order 
or we may go skiing ourselves.  
Remember: Lack of thought and foresight  on your 
part does not constitute an emergency  on our 
volunteers part.  
Find further information at www.swcweb.org , or you 
can email questions to swctickets@swcweb.org. 

 

Tax Deductible Club Donation  
While our Club members are sometimes known for 

their frugality, they are known to be very generous at 
the same time.  Since the Club is a tax-exempt 
organization, you can give tax-deductible donations to 
support club projects like the preservation of our 
records and films or a specific improvement to the 
clubhouse. Your donation can be as specific as you 
like and we will provide you with a letter of 
contribution for your taxes. These donations can be 
anonymous or named or in memory of a loved one. 

Specific project priorities the club membership 
would like to advance – ski history, skier support or 
documentary interviews of early club members. 

Contact Bill Schaefer - wschaef1@nycap.rr.con or 
728-9395 

Great Ski Deals 
Once again the New York Capital District Ski 

Council has negotiated great deals.  Check out their 
web page at http://www.nycdsc.org/69.html for the 
complete listings.  The NYCDSC web page has 
restrictions and special requirements to receive these 
rates. For Mt. Snow  purchase tickets at the Group 
Sales office located in the Sundance Base Lodge 
(open 8:30-1:00 midweek, 7:30-1:00 weekends and 
holidays).  Members must present their ski club 
membership card to receive the discount. One ticket 
is available per membership card, per day. 
Feb 4  Fri Okemo $36 
Feb 5  Sat Okemo $45 
February 7  Mon Whiteface $38 
Feb 25  Fri Mt. Snow $40 
Feb 26  Sat Mt. Snow $47 
Feb 27  Sun Mt. Snow $45 
Feb 28  Mon Gore $40 
Mar 4  Fri Okemo $36 
Mar 5  Sat Okemo $45 
Mar 9  Wed Okemo $36 
Mar 11  Fri Mt. Snow $40 
Mar 12  Sat Mt. Snow $47 
Mar 13  Sun Mt. Snow $45 
March 18  Fri Gore $40 
March 20  Sun Whiteface $38 
March 21  Mon Whiteface $38 
Apr 2  Sat Okemo $36 
Apr 3  Sun Okemo $33 
April 3  Sun Whiteface $38 
April 4  Mon Whiteface $38 
April 9  Sat Gore $40 

Whiteface Super Sundays: 
2/6      Super Football Sunday 
3/13    Shamrock Sunday 
4/3      Retro Sunday 
$35 adults, $30 teens, $25 Juniors 
Okemo ; You must purchase lift tickets at the Group 

Sales Center in the Motor Coach Parking in the 
Clock Tower base area. 

Whiteface  on any of the dates listed, show your Ski 
Council or Club ID as well as a photo ID 

Ski Butternut  and Save $20.00 off your lift ticket, 
discounts on Rentals and Lessons. 

Plattekill Mountain  Council Rates: ANY DAY $10 
OFF with membership card. 
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A tribute to Joe Jankowski – SWC 
President, Officer and Contributor for 

Many Years 
Former SWC President Joe Jankowski passed away 

Jan 22. He was a Jack-of-all-trades and master of most.  
As a farm boy, nothing missed his attention, be it how to 
plow a field in a circular pattern so you did not have to 
stop or go over the same ground twice or delivering a 
calf.  After World War II he went to RPI on the GI bill, 
majoring in mechanical engineering where his grades 
attest to his ability in that field.  His first job was at the 
Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory where he quickly 
became a fan of Admiral Rickover because they shared 
the same view of safety first in designing reliable 
nuclear reactors for submarines.   

Joe was one of the first pioneers of going green when 
he left KAPL in l978 to design wind generator load 
bearing structures.  His structural work on getting the 
Alaska pipeline not to buckle in the ever-shifting tundra 
still stands today.  While moving to Vermont to work for 
North Wind Generator provided many opportunities for 
him to showcase his skill taking him to Hawaii and Hong 
Kong and founding his own company, there was 
another benefit for Joe and his wife Lil (she parlayed 
jobs from GE to RPI to IBM) and daughter Mary to 
decide together to move to Vermont.  They loved to ski. 

Joe and his brother Frank along with some other 
Schenectady Wintersports Club people including 
George and Shirley Kennedy, Frank’s wife Pat, former 
Ski Chatter editor Diane Swanker, Joe and Martha 
Chernoch, Paul Bersatzy (later Mad River Ski 
Instructor) and later Lee Tomlinson at Ma Russell’s 
were the first in SWC to become fans of Mount 
Mansfield skiing back in the 50s.  For several years 
they rented lodges in the area, which ultimately led to 
today’s spacious SWC lodge in Waterbury Center.  Joe 
and Lil were frequent lodge chairmen at the first formal 
SWC lodge rental, Jerry Kirchner’s place on Goldbrook 
Road.  Joe held several Board of Director offices before 
becoming President of SWC for two years in the early 
sixties; Joe also supported ski racing and the Capital 
District Ski Council that had 21 ski member clubs.  
Racers today still appreciate that Joe’s idea of a trophy 
was always something useful: engraved ice buckets or 
silver serving trays.  Joe was not only a connoisseur of 
good wines, champagnes and hearty cocktails but a 
tremendous gourmet cook and hors d’oeuvres 
specialist.  Even people who did not like raw oysters ate 
them to sample the different sauces he put on them. 

As an entrepreneur, Joe is renowned for his wood -
working business that he called Chords of Wood 
because he did indeed make music when he created 
various shaped bowls, platters & serving tools.  Much of 
this ash, beech and cherry wood came from trail 
clearing at Stowe’s Spruce Peak.  He was always 
amused and a step ahead of a well-heeled admirer who 
bought a bowl with the name of every town in Vermont 
on it for her collection.  When Joe ran out of town 
names, he began with mountain bowl designs such as 
Camel’s Hump.  Joe sold these bowls at juried shows, 
earning from $200 to $500 each. 

On a personal note, I was living with Lil, a fellow West 
Virginian (obviously of great character and fortitude) 

when they were married.  Joe moved in and I moved 
out.  But I didn’t mind.  I knew Joe was a helluva great 
guy when he and I drove to West Virginia in my TR-3 to 
meet Lil and her parents.  Foreign cars were not big in 
WV but when the battery went dead, Joe knew that a 
tractor battery would work. 

Yes, we will miss Joe and keep on missing him, our 
Joe, the master of all that is good…including their 
daughter Mary, hubby Phil (a heart-lung surgeon in 
Boston) and her three kids.  Submitted by Mary 
Kuykendall-Weber 

 

 

 

 

SWC’ers at Bromley Mountain 

10th  Mountain Div memorial at Stowe base lodge 

Mt. Mansfield on New Years Morning 
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For Sale 
Nothing is “For Sale” this month, maybe next 

month. 
Your Dues 

The NNYP/SWC fiscal year runs from June to May, 
so, pay up if you haven’t done so by now and take 
advantage of the things like the Lodge.  You’ll be able 
to keep up with what is happening the rest of the 
Winter and Spring.  Remember, we do put Contracts 
out on people who haven’t sent their dues in!! 

 

Keep The News Coming 
Your Blade Editor realizes that there is not much 

opportunity for paddling when the temperatures are 
hovering around 10F, and the winds are blowing up a 
proverbial storm.  However, if you run across things 
other paddlers might enjoy hearing (like last months 
report on the Pennsylvania trip by Mary and Edgar), 
please send it to Allan Foster: adfos@aol.com, 379 
McCormack Rd, Albany, NY 12208, by the 10th of the 
month.  Put NNYP, SWC or Blade in the email subject 
title line so I don’t Spam you out.  Can use pictures 
(with captions) preferably less than 100Kb, but we can 
reduce if needed. 

 

Holiday Party and Parade 
The Season was officially ushered in with the 

Holiday Party and Parade.  Isn’t it nice to know that the 
whole world (or parts of it, at least) were waiting for our 
official blessing.  

 

Club Canoe Availability 
Remember that  NNYP has canoes, paddles, PFD’s 
(limited), and one kayak for use by members: 
18’ 6” Wenonah CC   18’ 6” Lincoln CC   18’ 6” Sawyer CC  
18’ 5” Alumicraft        12” Acadia Kayak 
 

These boats may be borrowed by Club members for 
a $5/day, $25/week donation.  They are located at 
Uncle Donnie Patneaude’s house at 741 River Road, 
Lower Rotterdam Junction (about 0.3 mile from the 
Kiwanis boat launch (518-887-5483). 

There are also four canoes for members who are up 
at the Clubhouse.  Anna’s request for someone to fix 
up the woodwork has been fulfilled.  If only the United 
States budget could be resolved so easily. 

Since the availability of life vests (PFDs), is limited, 
you should bring one if you have one. 

E-Mail Newsletter Reminders 
E-Mail reminders will be available this year in place of 
the postal mail reminders.  This is the second phase of 
saving the Club money and going green with the 
newsletter.  If you would like to receive the reminder by 
E-mail and not clutter up your snail mailbox please 
email Craig Lindsay at tlindsa3@nycap.rr.com with the 
Subject Line” SWC email address for “your name”  
That way, we will have your correct email address in 
our data base. 
 
Names and Numbers to Remember 
Board of Directors: 
Pete Weykamp, Pres H 785-6433 
Dave Slezak VP Administration H 573-6431 
Anna Palmer, VP Nordic H 489-5092 
Bob Wright, VP Activities  H-279-1428 
Dorie Valenti, VP-Alpine H 334-0652 
Anna Palmer NNYP President H 489-5092 
Lat Schmidt, Secretary,  H 372-2915 
Ray Asselin, Treasurer H 355-1882 
Sandy Leith, Clubhouse Director  H 727-4768 
Stetson Taner, At Large H 355-0276  
Larry Calahan, At Large H 357-3826 
John Rack, Mohawk Valley Hiking Club      H-399-5081 
Bill Schaefer, Past Pres. H 370-0229 
Others: 
Craig Lindsay, Membership  H 356-0557 
Dave Slezak, Clubhouse Reservations H 573-6431 
Bill Schaefer, Ticket Vouchers H 370-0229 
Bill Kornrumpf, Chatter Editor & H 370-4017 
        Clubhouse Facilities  wkornrumpf@ieee.org  
Allan Foster Blade Editor adfos@aol.com  H 438-5540 
Cecilia MacDonald MVHC Editor Cecilia@midtel.net  
 H 872-0823 
Dorie Valenti Webmaster doriev@verizon.net  
Clubhouse at Waterbury Center  802-244-8918 

 

Change Of Address Notices 
Change of Address notices should be sent to: Craig 

Lindsay, 2012 Lisa Lane, Schenectady, NY 12303 .  
��������� �	
��
��������������� ��Do not send to 
the editors, or the Club PO Box, they will get lost. 
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Conservation Report 
by Henri T. Plant  
 Sorry, no report this month.  
 
Please call leader in advance; weather and other factors may 
cause changes. Please, no pets on any hike as a courtesy to 
others. This is a volunteer organization and with any activity there 
is a presumption of risk. Each participant is responsible for his or 
her own safety. Bring ample food and water, dress appropriately. 
Hike leaders :  Please send your reports to: 
Cecilia A. MacDonald, 260 Sever Road, Delanson, NY 12053. 
 

 
 
Thacher Walk & Talk - Sat., January 29 
Join us for another freezing cold walk on  
plowed roads and open areas of Thacher Park. You 
may snow shoe or cross country ski, if you wish, but 
bundle up and bring a good lunch and snacks. We'll 
walk for about an hour then head over to the Thacher 
Nature Center for a presentation on fishers (Martes 
pennanti), also referred to as fisher cat , driven to 
near extinction by the twentieth century. These talks 
are always good and always given by professionals.  
Call to car pool and for time.  Ruth Hasler 374-9900. 
 

Annual Covered Dish Supper Thursday, Feb 10th 
Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow; but not on this 

night. This is the Annual Covered Dish Supper,  the 
social event of the year, where you'll meet, greet and 
eat, with all the best people of the area. We will 
convene at the Dutch Reformed Church in Scotia  
with serving beginning at 6pm. If anything needs 
heating, be there earlier. 

Bring complete place setting. Call John Rack at 
399-5081 to coordinate the menu. Decaf, tea and 
cocoa will be provided by the club. 

The after dinner program features David Waite, 
the great photographer who did such a fascinating 
program on the Adirondacks last year. 

 Remember, Thursday, February 10th  is the big 
date. Come join us for our usual warm, cozy evening 
despite the outside weather. 
 

An afternoon at Thacher Park - Sun., February 13 
Spend an enchanting hour or two hiking through a forest 

of snow covered trees, along rock ridges and rivlets of ice 
melt.  We'll walk about two miles (if we can) from the Paint 
Mine Picnic Area to Beaver Dam Road and back. If there's 
too much snow, there are plenty of open roads to choose 

from or you may snow shoe or ski.  Dress warmly and 
bring lunch.  Then we'll move on to "The Return of Moose 
to New York" at the Thacher Nature Center. This talk will 
be presented by a DEC wildlife biologist and include the 
natural history of moose and its current status in the state. 
There is always time for questions, so come along and find 
out everything you always wanted to know about this 
interesting creature.  Call to car pool and for time.  Ruth 
Hasler 374-9900 
 

Saturday, February 26 at 10 am-- Join us in a 
combined hike with the naturalist at Thatcher Nature 
Center for a snowshoe walk/ or hike on the Nature 
center trails. The Center has snowshoes to rent and 
may be reserved in advance. Call Cecilia MacDonald 
at 872-0823 for signup and further information.  
 

Member News  
 

On January 7 th. John Rack had minor surgery. He is 
at home recuperating under the watchful eye of 
Karen. Hear all about it at the Covered Dish Supper. 
 

Sightings 
On a recent trip down to Schoharie Rob spotted a 
bald eagle in a field very near 443. It was tearing 
some unlucky prey into edible portions. We have lots 
of hawks down here but this is the first  bald eagle 
we've seen this close to home. 
 
Trip Tales  
Dec. 19 - Six of us hiked the Limestone Rise in Knox. 
It is a short, quite level hike and the day was 
pleasant. We all enjoyed this time out without long 
travel time. We'll have to do  it again in the spring. 
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Schenectady Wintersports Club, Northern New York Paddlers &  
Mohawk Valley Hiking Club 
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Name ______________________________________ 
Age Group (circle 0ne)  18-29    30-39    40-55     56-69   70+ 
 
Address________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________ZIP____________ 
 
Phone _________________ E-Mail___________________________ 

 

New Member (  )   Renewal (  )   $20 individual (  )   $30 Family (  ) 
 

For Family Membership, please indicate 
 

Name of Spouse__________________________________________ 
Age Group (circle 0ne)  18-29    30-39     40-55     56-69   70+ 

 

Names and Ages of Junior Members__________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
To qualify for family membership, children must be under 18 or 18 and still in High School. 

 

This is a gift Membership from:  ______________________________ 
 

Please indicate your Activity interests.  Check as many as applicable; 
Alpine Skiing (   ), X-C Skiing (   ), Paddling (   ), Biking (   ) Hiking (   )    
Ski Trips Western US, Canada, Europe (   ) Ski Racing (   )  
Wilderness/canoe camping (  )  Canoe Racing (   )  Stowe Clubhouse (  ) 
Other _____________________________________________________ 

 

Interested in volunteering ?   Clubhouse, SWC Board, Snow Show, NY 
Capital District Ski Council, Activities, other Club help such as outreach. 
_________________________________________________________ 
 

 ________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Make check payable to SWC  and mail with the completed application 
to SWC, PO Box 228, Schenectady, NY  12301 
 

 

8


