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  1/1/11        ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS 
SWC, PO 228,Schenectady, NY 12301            
Clubhouse Phone  (802) 244-8918 
 
Clubhouse Reservations Call 518-573-6431 

A SCHENECTADY WINTERSPORTS CLUB PUBLICATION  

Phone numbers in the Ski Chatter are in the 518 area code unless otherwise noted.   WEB Site: www.swcweb.org 

Jan 6 th - "Ski Sentinels - The story 
of the National Ski Patrol" 

The New England Ski Museum and the National 
Ski Patrol produced the movie, released last year. 
John Beach of the NSP will introduce the 45 minute 
movie. SWC is mentioned in the movie that starts in 
the 1930's and continues to the present day.  The 
National Ski Patrol was instrumental in the 
development of skiing in the US by providing a 
critical service to the budding industry.  Without the 
volunteer Ski Patrollers many of the early ski areas 
would not have been possible due to the lack of 
trained mountain first aid providers.  SWC is credited 
by many as organizing the first Ski first aid group on 
the ski trains to North Creek. The meeting will be at 
the Ancient Order of Hibernians 1748 State St . 

Ancient Order of Hibernians 1748 State St . is just 
east of Rt 7 (the Cross town) in uptown Schenectady.  
To find the Ancient Order of Hibernians  take State 
Street (Rt 5) toward Albany.  It is on the right side 
approximately 4 ½ blocks past the Rt 7 overpass.  If 
coming from the Thruway take I-890 to Rt 7 East and 
exit at State Street (Rt 5).  Turn right at the top of the 
ramp and go East 4 ½ blocks.  From the Troy 
direction, take Rt. 7 all the way to State Street (Rt 5) 
and turn left at the top of the ramp and go 4 ½ blocks 
to 1748 State St. on the right. 

 

MAPLE SKI RIDGE FUN DAY 
Jan 1st, the New York Capital District Ski Council is 

hosting a Fun Day at Maple Ski Ridge the Capital 
District ski clubs.  This is a family affair with food, fun 
and prizes.  It is an opportunity to relax and meet 
other ski club members.  Bring your skis or just 
yourself.  Come and enjoy the fun.  See the NYCDSC 
web page http://www.nycdsc.org/69.html for details. 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Jan 1     Fun Day at Maple Ski Ridge 
Jan 6   “Ski Sentinels”  The story of the National Ski 
Patrol. 
Jan 10-12 Club member Appreciation days at Stowe 
Jan 20   The SWC Clubhouse-40 th anniversary  
reunion and stories 
Jan 28-30 Clubhouse Open House  at the Clubhouse 
Feb 3       Backcountry/Telemark Skiing  night-
equipment and techniques 
Feb 6-8    Climbers Lodge ski weekend 
Feb  17     Nordic night - equipment and techniques 
Mar 16-20 Club member Appreciation days at Stowe 

Jan 20 Meeting - Stowe 
Clubhouse turns 40 (just about) 

This evening is dedicated to those individuals 
who made the dream of a Clubhouse in Vermont a 
reality.  This is your chance to learn why the club 
went to Stowe, see what the original lodge looked 
like and what has been accomplished over the years. 
We will even go over what improvements are being 
planned for the future.  

So far, we have located early footage of 
mountain top parties at Stowe and work parties at 
the Clubhouse.  We will be editing the videos into a 
manageable presentation.   Bill Schaefer is still 
looking for storytellers, photos and movies. If you 
have any of these, give Bill a call or an email.   

The meeting will be at the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians 1748 State St . is just east of Rt 7 (the 
Cross town) in uptown Schenectady. 

 

Make Your Reservations Now 
Now is the time to make your reservations at the 

Clubhouse.  You can’t beat the price for tickets, 
rooms and meals in the northern Vermont ski areas.  
The web based reservation system is up and running 
and if you are not a webber, you can call Dave Slezak 
(573-6431).  We are one of the only places you can 
obtain deep discount tickets for a major ski area 
during the Christmas holiday and Presidents Week 
periods. 

 

Celebrate New Year's Eve in Stowe 
Concert to benefit Spruce Peak education programs  
On New Year's Eve, James Taylor will perform an 

intimate one-hour concert with Boston Symphony 
Orchestra cellist Owen Young and vocalist Caroline 
Taylor. Proceeds from this concert will benefit the 
new Spruce Peak Arts Center Foundation and its 
education programs.  

The event will take place at Stowe Mountain Resort 
in Stowe, VT, on December 31 at 8 pm. The concert 
is part of the Grand Opening Celebration of the new 
Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center.  

Benefit tickets will be available through the 
JamesTaylor.com Store . To learn more about the 
Foundation, click here.  
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Word From the President   January 2011 
By now, those of us not too involved with Christmas 

preparations have been out a few times.  And the 
conditions were typical.  First there was snow, then 
rain, then cold, and then some snow in places just too 
far away. But those who did, got their ski bag 
organized, their new outfit adjusted, and their skis 
tuned and waxed.  My favorite members have a SWC 
patch on their boot bag and a SWCer sticker on their 
helmet.  They're look'n good.  

If you haven't been out, don't sweat it.  There isn't 
much going on yet.  The only ones on the slopes are 
school kids, racers, ski instructor trainees, and 
season pass holders.  Why pay the big money for half 
– or less – of the mountain?  So you're behind, no big 
deal.  We'll see you on the slopes before the season 
is over. 

It's really not about the number of trips or the new 
equipment, though.  And, it's not about the snow, or 
road trips, or sharing stories.  It's about comfort.  If 
you're not comfortable, you won't be having fun.  If 
you're not having fun, you won't be fun to be with.  
Will you be comfortable out in the cold, feeling the 
wind chill going down the trail and then coming back 
up the lift?  Will the boots become unbearable by 
lunch time?  Will the legs turn to noodles half way 
down Topridge?   

Being comfortable takes work.  Everyone knows 
that “cotton is rotten” and to leave the jeans for a few 
runs on retro day in April.  Cold weather clothing, 
from underwear to outerwear has gone high tech, and 
it really helps.  Shopping for the stuff is like a science 
though and you can spend a lot of money just on 
getting dressed to go outside.  Heck, if you throw in a 
need to be fashionable, you'll need a second job.  (I 
use my extra money for gas.  I'd rather be 
fashionable, but I wouldn't get out of my driveway.)     

What about the legs?  When did ski season training 
begin?  The first day of the off-season or the first day 
of the new season?  My consistent Tuckerman 
guide's response to my question on whether he 
climbs the stairs at work was “Yup, all 11 flights”.  He 
has a license plate holder that reads “If hell freezes 
over, we'll ski there too.”  And I'll bet he'd be 
comfortable.  Most folks use the dark months to get 
ready for spring skiing, because they want to be 
comfortable when the sun comes back.  Those who 
start the season when the weather is comfortable 
spend the morning complaining about the heavy 
snow, and thigh burn, and end up in the lodge at 
11:30.  They’re in bed when we're going dancing.   

One other thing.  Stretching.  Don't go without it.  
That's a must do for the couch potatoes, the 
Christmas cookie bakers, the traveling salesmen, and 
state workers.  Keep the injuries down. Bend over 
and touch your toes.  (That reminds me.  Did ya here 
the one about why the angel sits atop the Christmas 
tree?  Ask me at the bar after the lifts close.)  Enjoy 
the winter.   

Warren Miller Movie Review 
Well the “official” start of the ski season for SWC 

has come and gone with as much excitement and 
adventure as they always have.  The Warren Miller 
Movie once again brings us into the ski season like a 
freight train.  There is no mistaking that we have a 
challenge put in front of us – go out and have fun this 
winter.  I particularly liked the segment with Lindsey 
Vonn skiing powder at Vail.  This type of skiing is 
something we can all imagine doing if so inclined.  
Whereas going off a peak in Alaska, well maybe not.  
Utah here we come – Bobby, we are ready for a big 
dump this year.  Oops, off topic.  Well, at any rate 
about 3400 people came to the two showings of the 
WME film this year and SWC had a direct hand in 
selling about 270 of those tickets.  Nice job to all who 
helped to sell tickets!  And a Big Round of Thanks  
goes out to all of the volunteers who helped hand out 
the coupons and WME magazine at the door.  This is 
a demanding job and many worked both days.  This 
movie is our biggest fundraiser and without these 
volunteers we would not have that.  So thank you!  
We’ll see you again, next year. 

 

SWC Logo Gear For Sale 
(For those late Christmas presents) 
Support your club and show their colors!  The club 

has purchased various fleece items from LL Bean 
with the Schenectady Wintersports logo and is 
offering them for sale.  We can also take orders if you 
do not see a color or size that suits you.  The prices 
are as follows:  Polartec Fleece Jacket - $65, Polartec 
Fleece Vest - $45 and Fitness Fleece Quarter Zip 
Pullover - $40.  Items are on display and can be 
purchased at any club meeting or by contacting Larry 
Callahan.  Larry can be reached by phone at 357-
3826 or by email at lcallaha@nycap.rr.com. 

It is also possible to have any LL Bean item 
monogrammed with the SWC logo for an additional 
charge over the standard monogram price. 

 

Bomber Clinic Report 
The weather was spectacular for John “Bomber” 

Anderson’s early season clinic.  At the last minute, 
the skies opened and the snow fell on Stowe.  The 
weekend featured fresh snow that was an Ideal 
Learning Experience consistency.  While cold, the 
weather was moderated with sunshine and more 
fresh snow in the evening.  Your editor, while not the 
sharpest ski on the hill, was able to pick up some 
excellent pointers and came away skiing better than 
he started. 

This weekend just proves once more that you 
need to take advantage of every opportunity to ski no 
matter what the weatherman says will happen on TV.�
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Clubhouse News  by Sandy Leith 
 

New Clubhouse Door Combination 
The Clubhouse door combination has been 

changed  (as promised on your Yellow  membership 
card) to the 10-11 season combination.  Please do 
not tell any friends or guests what the combination is.  
It is important that we can say that the Clubhouse is 
only used by members and their immediate guests. 

 
‘10-‘11 Winter Season at the 
Clubhouse 
It snowed!!!  The snow gods have sent another foot 
plus of wonderful powdery whiteness to the Green 
mountains!!!  As of 12/8 the stake is at 32”.  Lets all 
do our snow dance.  The clubhouse is ready for you 
to come and get your turns in, it’s going to be a 
fantastic winter season.  Tune your boards and make 
your reservations on line or by phone……Meet you at 
the House! 
 
New rates for the clubhouse: 
Hosted events, weekend and holiday rates between 
12/24 and 4/1 
Members - $25     Guests - $30   Juniors - $15 
Un-Hosted, weekdays and off season(after 4/1 to 
12/23) rates 
Members - $20   Guests - $30     Juniors - $10 
Hosted dinner 
Members - $10   Guests - $15     Juniors - $5  
*juniors are age 7-15, kids under 7 are free. 
 
Reserve early and often for the `10-`11 winter 
season.  Ski season is upon us!  We have 
discounted, no blackout date, tickets to some of your 
favorite ski resorts in VT.  
 

Calling all Clubhouse Hosts 
As we enter the `10-`11 ski season, once again the 

Clubhouse will need friendly, lively folks that would 
like to host ski weekends though the season.  As 
always, for your efforts you will stay free during your 
hosted weekend and also receive vouchers for 
additional stays proportional to the number of guest 
you host.   
Dates still available: 
1/21 – 1/23        2/10 – 2/13   2/25- 2/27   3/25 – 3/27 
April weekends to end of season (snow dependent) 

If you are interested please contact Sandy Leith via 
email at traildiamond@gmail.com  
 

SWC “Open House” 
The Schenectady Wintersports Club will be 

hosting an "Open House" the weekend of Jan 28-30, 
2012 at our Clubhouse in Waterbury Center, VT.  
Members of other ski clubs are invited to spend the 
weekend and join us as we ski our favorite trails at 
Stowe, Jay Peak, and Sugarbush. Guest rates for 
lodging and lift tickets will be reduced to SWC 
member rates for the weekend Sandy Leith 
(Clubhouse Director) and Peter Weykamp (Club 
President) will be your lodge hosts.  SWC 
"ambassadors" from the local mountains will be on 
hand for guided tours of the various ski centers.    

Lodging prices are $25 per night, which includes a 
hearty breakfast   Dinner will be provided Sat. night 
for $10.  Guests can also purchase discounted lift 
tickets (no blackout days: Stowe $55, Jay $45, 
Sugarbush $60).  Lift tickets for the various 
mountains will be available for purchase at the 
Clubhouse.   

Skiers and riders can arrive Thursday night. The 
house sleeps 51, but reservations are necessary.       
Linens, pillowcases, toiletries, and towels are not 
provided.  Most members use a sleeping bag and 
bring a pillow.  Other activities such as snowshoeing 
and Nordic skiing are nearby. Guests can stay and 
ski all or any part of the weekend. 

For additional information, call Peter Weykamp at 
bluesquare@msn.com (518 785-6433) or Sandy Leith 
(traildiamond@gmail.com (518 727-4768). 

 

On-Line Reservation System 
Please use the E-Reservation system if possible.  If 
you are having difficulties you may e-mail or call the 
Reservations Chair, Dave Slezak (573-6431), for 
assistance.  
Please follow these instructions: 
Your computer needs to have Mozilla Firefox as the 
web browser http://www.mozilla.com . This is a 
simpler web browser and the download will transfer 
all your bookmarks over too! 
· Open the Clubhouse reservation page. 
· Click on request username-password. 
· Fill out form and click submit. 
· The system sends an email confirming request.  
· Validation of membership .  
· Your membership is checked and an email is sent 

to requestor with a username-password 
combination. (this can take a few days) 

· Sign on to the e-res system for the first time. 
· You must Update profile, and fill in all the security 

questions which will be used in case the requestor 
forgets his/her password. (This is a must do) Click 
submit 

· Make a reservation, or view reservations. 
· Select dates (up to 6) and select beds. Confirm and 

choose dinner options (yes or no) 
· Click confirm - and an email is generated to lodge 

reservations and the member. 
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Discount Lift Tickets 2010-2011 
As the days are getting shorter, we are starting to 

think of winter and those great ski deals. Are you 
planning a vacation using the discount tickets? Be 
sure to let us know early so we can have the tickets 
when YOU need them. Are you bringing non-SWC 
friends? Be sure to sign them up for a membership. 
The mountains expect all discount ticket holders to be 
club members, so don't spoil it for the rest of us. The 
club ticket and membership fee is still cheaper than a 
one-day ticket. 

Make it easy on yourself and club volunteers and 
sign your friends up now. We are also looking for a 
few volunteer ticket distributors. We are at it again! 
New this year is Smugglers Notch and Mad River 

Here is what we have so far: 
Stowe - $55 Adult/$50 Jr-Sr – No Blackouts 
Sugarbush $60 – No Blackouts 
Jay Peak - $45 - No Blackouts 
Smugglers Notch $50 Adult/$40 Jr – No Blackouts 
Mad River Glen – $150 for 3 No Blackout tickets 

($50ea) 
Bolton Valley –#35 - Show SWC membership card 

at ticket window any day. No blackout. 
Contact Bill Schaefer for details and questions 
wschaef1@nycap.rr.con or 728-9395. 
To purchase tickets: Purchasers and ticket holders 
must be SWC Members. 

1. Tickets will be available at program meetings 
2. Send Self-Addressed, Stamped Envelope with 

Check (made out to SWC) to Bill Schaefer, 
804 Charter Oak Dr, Niskayuna, NY 12309-
3041 

3. Some lodge hosts may have tickets at the 
clubhouse.  

Tickets are typically mailed the day after receipt, 
however, please allow for the need for us to re-order 
or we may go skiing ourselves.   
Further information www.swcweb.org you can also 
email questions to swctickets@swcweb.org. 

 

Tax Deductible Club Donation  
While our Club members are sometimes known for 

their frugality, they are known to be very generous at 
the same time.  Since the Club is a tax-exempt 
organization, you can give tax-deductible donations to 
support club projects like the preservation of our 
records and films or a specific improvement to the 
clubhouse. Your donation can be as specific as you 
like and we will provide you with a letter of 
contribution for your taxes. These donations can be 
anonymous or named or in memory of a loved one. 

Specific project priorities the club membership 
would like to advance – ski history, skier support or 
documentary interviews of early club members. 

Contact Bill Schaefer - wschaef1@nycap.rr.con or 
728-9395 

CLIMBERS LODGE SKI WEEKEND 
FEB 4-6, - Keene, NY 

This is a fun weekend get away, particularly 
suited to cross country skiers, though down hill 
resorts are nearby also.  We have reserved the entire 
facility, which offers top-notch bed and breakfast 
service in Keene, NY (rockandriver.com).   Rooms 
are beautifully appointed with country quilts and 
mountain décor.  All linen is provided and breakfast is 
available ($5) and includes homemade granola, 
breads, fruits and yogurt, and omelets.  The lodge 
also has kitchen facilities to prepare your own 
breakfast and lunches.  For dinner all participants 
bring dishes to share for a potluck, which is always 
more food than we can eat and it is all delicious.  The 
lodge is at the eastern end of the Jack Rabbit Trail, 
which many of us ski Friday afternoon, or before 
breakfast.  As of press time there is only one bed in 
the bunk room available, but sometimes private 
rooms open up, so if you are interested contact Jean 
Burton.  Cost averages to be $40-55 per person per 
night depending on accommodations.  A deposit is 
required to reserve your room.  If you think you are 
interested but need to check your calendar, ask to be 
put on the waiting list. You may join us for only the 
day, but let us know.  If you plan to eat supper you 
must contribute a food item 

Call Jean or Warren Burton (872-2333) or email 
them at wburton2@nycap.rr.com about space 
available.  Deposit checks ($50) should be made out 
to Jean Burton and sent to PO Box 46, Gallupville, 
NY 12073.   
 

Will Tradition end??  
SWC has been visiting Rock and River in the 

Adirondacks for over 15 years.  We rent both 
buildings at this facility and spend Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday skiing and feasting.  The location offers 
downhill skiing as well as cross country skiing and 
snowshoeing.  Dot Gray coordinated this outing for 
many years and more recently Jean Burton has kept 
things going.  Jean will be retiring from this 
responsibility and we are looking for someone who 
loves the Adirondacks to pick up this task.  We have 
many repeat customers so that it is easy to fill all the 
beds.  Jean would be happy to orient anyone who 
wants to keep this fun weekend running.  Please 
contact Jean at wburton2@nycap.rr.com for more 
information. 

 
CAMP FOWLER X-C 

CAMP FOWLER X-C  has a full house Feb 28-March 
1-2 —watch for pics and writeup.  Please note that 
anyone can set up a stay at the Camp.  Feel free to 
contact Anna at 489-5092 for a contact if interested.  
 Shuush on! 
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Welcome to the New Ski Season 
Once again the New York Capital District Ski 

Council has negotiated great skiing deals for us with 
more to come.  The list will be updated as soon as 
more dates become available, so check out their web 
page at http://www.nycdsc.org/69.html for the 
complete listing.  Remember to also check out the 
NYCDSC web page for any restrictions and special 
requirements to receive these rates. For Mt. Snow 
purchase discounted tickets at the Group Sales office 
located in the Sundance Base Lodge (open 8:30am-
1:00pm midweek, 7:30am-1:00pm weekends and 
holidays).  Members must present their Capital 
District ski club or council membership card to receive 
the discount rate. One discounted rate ticket is 
available per membership card, per day. 
Jan 2  Sun Okemo $45 
Jan 3  Mon Okemo $36 
Jan 7  Fri Mt. Snow $40 
Jan 8  Sat Mt. Snow $47 
Jan 9  Sun Mt. Snow $45 
January 14  Fri Gore $40 
Jan 19  Wed Okemo $36 
January 21  Fri Whiteface $38 
Feb 4  Fri Okemo $36 
Feb 5  Sat Okemo $45 
February 7  Mon Whiteface $38 
Feb 25  Fri Mt. Snow $40 
Feb 26  Sat Mt. Snow $47 
Feb 27  Sun Mt. Snow $45 
February 28  Mon Gore $40 
Mar 4  Fri Okemo $36 
Mar 5  Sat Okemo $45 
Mar 9  Wed Okemo $36 
Mar 11  Fri Mt. Snow $40 
Mar 12  Sat Mt. Snow $47 
Mar 13  Sun Mt. Snow $45 
March 18  Fri Gore $40 
March 20  Sun Whiteface $38 
March 21  Mon Whiteface $38 
Apr 2  Sat Okemo $36 
Apr 3  Sun Okemo $33 
April 3  Sun Whiteface $38 
April 4  Mon Whiteface $38 
April 9  Sat Gore $40 
Okemo ; You must purchase lift tickets at the Group 

Sales Center in the Motor Coach Parking in the Clock 
Tower base area. 

Whiteface  on any of the dates listed, show your Ski 
Council or Club ID as well as a photo ID 

Ski Butternut  and Save $20.00 off your lift ticket, 
discounts on Rentals and Lessons. 

Plattekill Mountain  Council Rates: ANY DAY $10 
OFF with membership card. 

 

E-Mail Newsletter Reminders 
E-Mail reminders will be available this year in place 
of the postal mail reminders.  This is the second phase 
of saving the Club money and going green with the 
newsletter.  If you would like to receive the reminder 
by E-mail and not clutter up your snail mailbox please 
email Craig Lindsay at tlindsa3@nycap.rr.com with 
the Subject Line” SWC email address for “your 
name”  That way, we will have your correct email 
address in our data base. 
 
Names and Numbers to Remember 
Board of Directors: 
Pete Weykamp, Pres H 785-6433 
Dave Slezak VP Administration H 573-6431 
Anna Palmer, VP Nordic H 489-5092 
Bob Wright, VP Activities  H-279-1428 
Dorie Valenti, VP-Alpine H 334-0652 
Anna Palmer NNYP President H 489-5092 
Lat Schmidt, Secretary,  H 372-2915 
Ray Asselin, Treasurer H 355-1882 
Sandy Leith, Clubhouse Director  H 727-4768 
Stetson Taner, At Large H 355-0276  
Larry Calahan, At Large H 357-3826 
John Rack, Mohawk Valley Hiking Club      H-399-5081 
Bill Schaefer, Past Pres. H 370-0229 
Others: 
Craig Lindsay, Membership  H 356-0557 
Dave Slezak, Clubhouse Reservations H 573-6431 
Bill Schaefer, Ticket Vouchers H 370-0229 
Bill Kornrumpf, Chatter Editor & H 370-4017 
        Clubhouse Facilities  wkornrumpf@ieee.org  
Allan Foster Blade Editor adfos@aol.com  H 438-5540 
Cecilia MacDonald MVHC Editor Cecilia@midtel.net  
 H 872-0823 
Dorie Valenti Webmaster doriev@verizon.net  
Clubhouse at Waterbury Center  802-244-8918 

 

Change Of Address Notices 
Change of Address notices should be sent to: Craig 
Lindsay, 2012 Lisa Lane, Schenectady, NY 12303 .  
��������� �	
��
��������������� ��Do not send 
to the editors, or the Club PO Box, they will get lost. 
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Jan 1, 2010 

For Sale 
Nothing is “For Sale” this month.  Christmas has 

taken priority. 
 

Your Dues 
The NNYP/SWC fiscal year runs from June to May, 

so telling you is like preaching to the choir.  You need 
to tell your friends who are complaining about not 
getting the Blade to pay their dues.  The membership 
form is on the website www.swcweb.org . 

 

Keep The News Coming 
Your Blade Editor realizes that there is not much 

opportunity for paddling when the temperatures are 
hovering around 10F, and the winds are blowing up a 
proverbial storm.  However, if you run across 
something that you think other paddlers might enjoy 
hearing (like last months report on the Pennsylvania 
trip by Mary and Edgar), please send a write-up to 
Allan Foster: adfos@aol.com, 379 McCormack Rd, 
Albany, NY 12208, by the 10th of the month.  Put 
NNYP, SWC or Blade in the email subject title line so I 
don’t Spam you out.  Can use pictures (with captions) 
preferably less than 100Kb, but we can reduce if 
needed. 

 

Holiday Party and Parade 
The Season was officially ushered in with the 

Holiday Party and Parade.  Isn’t it nice to know that the 
whole world (or parts of it, at least) were waiting for our 
official blessing.  

 

Club Canoe Availability 
Remember that  NNYP has canoes, paddles, PFD’s 
(limited), and one kayak for use by members: 
18’ 6” Wenonah CC   18’ 6” Lincoln CC   18’ 6” Sawyer CC  
18’ 5” Alumicraft        12” Acadia Kayak 
 

These boats may be borrowed by Club members for 
a $5/day, $25/week donation.  They are located at 
Uncle Donnie Patneaude’s house at 741 River Road, 
Lower Rotterdam Junction (about 0.3 mile from the 
Kiwanis boat launch (518-887-5483). 

There are also four canoes for members who are up 
at the Clubhouse.  Anna’s request for someone to fix 
up the woodwork has been fulfilled.  If only the United 
States budget could be resolved so easily. 

Since the availability of life vests (PFDs), is limited, 
you might want to bring one along if you have one. 

 

 

 

 

Photos from the MVHC 
Thanksgiving Breakfast 

6



                1/1/11��������������������������������
Conservation Report 
by Henri T. Plant  
 
Henri is still unable to do the conservation report, so 
we will try for a report next issue.  Ruth Hasler was 
able to prepare an excellent report that we were not 
able to include.  We are sorry about that. 
 
Trip Tales 
The Thanksgiving Breakfast was a BIG success 
with around 50 - 60 participants. The line for 
pancakes and sausages was long but congenial, with  
hikers all enjoying the great outdoors. The weather 
was nice, for late November, and the falls showed off 
for us. Many of us went down to the river and others 
stayed near the fire. The food was great and we 
thank Carolyn and Joe Rynasko, and David and 
Veronica Graves for cooking, and John Rack for 
shopping, arranging the lugging in and all the extras 
that needed doing. We also thank each and everyone 
of you who helped us get out and leave everything in 
pristine condition. (See photos on page 6) 
 
 
Please call leader in advance; weather and other factors may 
cause changes. Please, no pets on any hike as a courtesy to 
others. This is a volunteer organization and with any activity there 
is a presumption of risk. Each participant is responsible for his or 
her own safety. Bring ample food and water, dress appropriately. 
Hike leaders :  Please send your reports to: 
Cecilia A. MacDonald, 260 Sever Road, Delanson, NY 12053. 
 
 
 
 
 
PINE BUSH TREK - January 1, 2010 
Start the new year off right with a jaunt through some 
of the best trails in the Pine Bush. Since we were 
rained out last month, we'll try again to trek those 
great trails in the Madison Avenue Barrens over 
rolling dunes and through pitch pine forest. We'll 
meet at the water tower on the Madison Avenue Ext. 
and walk about three miles. How about dinner at the 
Red Lobster later or some other agreed upon place? 
Call for time.    Ruth Hasler 374-9900 
 
Thacher Walk & Talk - Sat., January 29 

Join us for another freezing cold walk on plowed 
roads and open areas of Thacher Park. You may 
snow shoe or cross country ski, if you wish, but 
bundle up and bring a good lunch and snacks. We'll 
walk for about an hour then head over to the Thacher 
Nature Center for a presentation on fishers (Martes 
pennanti), also referred to as fisher cat , driven to 
near extinction by the twentieth century. These talks 
are always good and always given by professionals.  
Call to car pool and for time.  Ruth Hasler 374-9900. 
 
Annual Covered Dish Supper Thursday, Feb 10th 

Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow ; but not on this 
night. This is the Annual Covered Dish Supper, the 
social event of the year, where you'll meet, greet and 
eat, with all the best people of the area. We will 
convene at the Dutch Reformed Church in Scotia  
with serving beginning at 6pm. If anything needs 
heating, be there earlier. 

Bring complete place setting. Call John Rack at 
399-5081 to coordinate the menu. Decaf, tea and 
cocoa will be provided by the club. 

The after dinner program features David Waite, the 
great photographer who did such a fascinating 
program on the Adirondacks last year. 

Remember, Thursday, February 10th  is the big 
date. Come join us for our usual warm, cozy evening 
despite the outside weather. 
 
Ski & Shoe - Jan. 15 

Some members have asked about this annual 
event at the Wilton Preserve, so here are some facts 
about it. It will be held on Saturday, January 15, 2011 
from 7:00PM till 9:30PM. If conditions are not good, 
they will try again on Friday, February 11, same time.  
Participants may  use skis or snowshoes, but are not 
allowed to walk the trail. The trail is a 2 1�2-mile loop, 
with another mile loop within it that you can do if you 
don’t want to go 2 1�2 miles. There is a bonfire at the 
end of each loop where hot chocolate is served by 
the staff. Over the course of the evening, up to 500 
people may take part, and it is reputed to be a fun 
time. Snow shoes are available to rent for $3, but you 
would have to be there early. To get there from the 
south, leave the Northway at Exit 16 and go right on 
Ballard Rd. Take a left on Edie Rd. and at about a 
mile, take a right on Scout Rd. You will be in the Boy 
Scout area. I am volunteering to organize car 
pooling, so call me if interested at 374-9900. If you 
have other questions or want to check my facts, call 
the Wilton Preserve at 450-0321. See you there.   

Ruth Hasler 
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Membership Application   2010-11  
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Schenectady Wintersports Club, Northern New York Paddlers &  
Mohawk Valley Hiking Club 
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Name ______________________________________ 
Age Group (circle 0ne)  18-29    30-39    40-55     56-69   70+ 
 
Address________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________ZIP____________ 
 
Phone _________________ E-Mail___________________________ 

 

New Member (  )   Renewal (  )   $20 individual (  )   $30 Family (  ) 
 

For Family Membership, please indicate 
 

Name of Spouse__________________________________________ 
Age Group (circle 0ne)  18-29    30-39     40-55     56-69   70+ 

 

Names and Ages of Junior Members__________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
To qualify for family membership, children must be under 18 or 18 and still in High School. 

 

This is a gift Membership from:  ______________________________ 
 

Please indicate your Activity interests.  Check as many as applicable; 
Alpine Skiing (   ), X-C Skiing (   ), Paddling (   ), Biking (   ) Hiking (   )    
Ski Trips Western US, Canada, Europe (   ) Ski Racing (   )  
Wilderness/canoe camping (  )  Canoe Racing (   )  Stowe Clubhouse (  ) 
Other _____________________________________________________ 

 

Interested in volunteering ?   Clubhouse, SWC Board, Snow Show, NY 
Capital District Ski Council, Activities, other Club help such as outreach. 
_________________________________________________________ 
 

 ________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Make check payable to SWC  and mail with the completed application 
to SWC, PO Box 228, Schenectady, NY  12301 
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