2/1/10 ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS
SWC, PO 228,Schenectady, NY 12301
Club House Phone (802) 244-8918
SWC INFO Hotline (518) 370-0304
Clubhouse Reservations (518) 522-5474

A SCHENECTADY WINTERSPORTS CLUB PUBLICATION

Phone numbers in the Ski Chatter are in the 518 @de unless otherwise noted. WEB Site: www.ssticarg

“Hit or Miss” Film Feb 4

On February 4™, SWC will host the Schenectady
premier of a locally produced ski movie entitled “Hit or
Miss”. “Hit or Miss” is a CS Films production, which is
an owner operated action sports film company out of
the Adirondacks. They have been around for two
years and recently completed production of their
second movie “Hit or Miss”. The tight knit group of
riders and filmers is made up of: Craig Stay, Jaké
Sparn, Alex Savarie, Jake Doan, Dillon Calderone,
Justin Perry, and Tyler Jermano. You'll see familiar
mountains, big kickers, back country, and exciting
athletes as they ride the rails, spin and flip through
the air, and cut up the powder through the trees.

The short movie (approx 35 minutes) begins at
7:30 at the Ancient Order of Hibernians Hall in
Schenectady. A team member will present the
movie. This promises to be an excellent family show.

Remember, discount lift tickets will be available at
the meeting also.
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Ancient Order of Hibernians 1748 State St . is
just east of Rt 7 (the Cross town) in uptown
Schenectady. To find the Ancient Order of
Hibernians take State Street toward Albany. It is on
the right side approximately 4 % blocks past the Rt 7
overpass. If coming from the Thruway take 1-890 to
Rt 7 East and exit at State Street (Rt 5). Turn right at
the top of the ramp and go East 4 % blocks. From
the Troy direction, take Rt. 7 West all the way to State
Street (Rt 5) and turn left at the top of the ramp and
go 4 %2 blocks to 1748 State St. on the right.

Purple Mountain Majesty
Meeting Feb 18

This year the famous Thunderbolt trail on the East
side of Mt. Greylock will host a downhill race to
celebrate the 75™ anniversary of the trail. As part of
the celebration, SWC will be showing the film Purple
Mountain Majesty at the Feb 18 meeting.

Purple Mountain Majesty is the award winning film
about the famous Thunderbolt Ski Run. Located on
the highest mountain in Massachusetts, Mt. Greylock,
it was home to State and Eastern downhill
championship races, as well as many amateur races,
during the 1930's and 1940's. This meticulously well
researched documentary tells the exciting, and
sometimes almost unbelievable (did you know the
Nazis came to race in 19387?) story of this world-class
downhill trail, from its initial concept to the throngs of
back-country enthusiasts who still maintain and ski
the Thunderbolt today.

Packed with an exciting soundtrack, brilliant
narration, interviews with the veteran skiers who
raced on the Thunderbolt, and tons of archival black
and white film footage and photos, this documentary
has it all. This is a feel good movie for all ages. It's
about skiing, but you don't have to be a skier to
appreciate the timeless stories of hope, glory, spirit,
love, brotherhood, sadness, loss, and ultimate
triumph that are found inside. It might make you
laugh, and it might make you cry. It will definitely
make you want to ski the Thunderbolt! Come see the
story of the trail and it's early skiers, some of whom
became the country's greatest heroes with the 10th
Mountain Division during WWIL. If this documentary
doe not inspire you to hike up Mt. Greylock to cheer
on the 120 competitors who will once again challenge
themselves and the Mountain, it will at least leave you
with a feeling of pride and respect for those who went
before

The movie will be shown at 7:30 at the Ancient
Order of Hibernians Hall in Schenectady. SWC’s own
Conrad Sidway is one of the many volunteers who
have been clearing the trail of brush and preparing it
for the race.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Feb 4 Meeting “Hit or Miss” Ski Film
Feb 5-7  Climbers Lodge Weekend
Feb 18 Meeting “Purple Mountain Majesty” Film
Feb 20  Club race at Pico
Feb 20 Thunderbolt Ski Race at Mt. Greylock
March 4 Meeting
March 17-21 Club Days at Stowe (cheap skiing)
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Word from the President

This month I'm reporting on location. Somewhere
between Gore, Whiteface, Bolton Valley, and home. |
suspect there may be some of you also working from
locations in the mountains. It has been a good
month. Gore weekend was a success — and the start
of something bigger (look for announcements for the
first weekend in March). The Valenti family cleaned
up on race day. Dorie took first place in her division,
besting her long time (and well dressed) rival. Peter
placed second in his class, showing great
improvement in technique.

Though it seems Gore has been missing the
storms, you just need to stay away from the heavily
traveled areas and there is good snow in the trees.
And when confronted with the big ice patch in front of
the mid-station lodge, try doing what an old timer told
me: do spins right across the patch.

Whiteface has been missed by the storms also, but
the snow makers are doing a great job. You might
encounter an icy trail one day, then find lunar moguls
the next day. The warmer temperatures this
weekend provided “strong purchase” for the
aggressive skier. Whiteface is set to unveil a mile
long glade off Lookout Mountain called Sugar Valley.
Though the trail was not open, it was “reserved” for a
limited number of guests. | was fortunate enough to
take advantage of the opportunity. The upper
opening has a nicely steeped section for hop-turning
through the pines. The middle section needs a
little work and this skier decided to stay high on the
ridge to avoid the stream (and snow bridges) in the
vale. The lower entrance is less steep and allows
for more relaxed cruising through the hardwood
trees.

A few words about Bolton Valley: They accepted
the SWC card with open arms. We showed the
card, the teller says with a big smile “Great, you
only have to pay $35. Thanks for coming”.

Everyone working at Bolton had smiles and said
thank you. Bolton Valley has 3 peaks. We
summited each of them. Memorable trails were:
“Lost Boyz”, “The Preacher”, and “Not Patrolled”.
Even the skiers were friendly. When “Near
Constant Companion” found himself upside down
in a snow hole, a following group of skiers asked if
he was all right. He replied that all was well, he
just happened to find a hole. They replied “Good,
thanks for finding the hole”.

Bolton Valley is a very comfortable mountain.
Beginners would feel welcomed. As one person put it
“there's real people here”. I'm not sure what that
meant, but it has a noticeable healthy attitude. Lots
of families, picnic lunches, outerwear that you'd wear
to work or school, regular (even old) skis, and a good
mix of abilities. For $35 and no blackout days, you
can't go wrong.

Enjoy the mountains. Here's to snow days. Pete

January Stowe Days Report
There is something amazing about the frigid cold to
bring out the best of the skiers in the Club. Around
20 hardy souls braved the winds and cold to ski some
of the best skiing that early January has to offer.
There was something for everyone, some in the
glades but there was great skiing to be had on the
Spruce Peak blue and green trails. While the winds
blew and scoured some trails, it dumped the snow on
others and into the woods. Sterling and Whirlaway
on Spruce Peak were beneficiaries of the wind and
provided endless hours of skiing. Places like the
Goat and Nosedive glades were almost knee deep in
blow-in snow. The best adventure was the Bruce
Trail, which was the best! The snow was filling in at
such a rate that fresh tracks in the morning were
covered by the afternoon. It was enough to make you
forget about the wind and the cold. The best part was
that the price of the 3 day club special lift ticket plus
the stay at the Clubhouse, with meals, was less than
the price of the normal lift ticket. Now that has got to
be the best! And thanks to all of the great people
who stayed at the Clubhouse and helped out, the
evenings were relaxed and enjoyable. Submitted by
Jon Skalwold

SWC’ers at the Octagon restaurant at Stowe
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Clubhouse Corner: by sandy Leith

Computers at the Clubhouse...

The clubhouse now has WiFi available for guests who
really need to access the web while staying at the
Clubhouse. The password is the same as used to
access the Clubhouse side of the SWC website. Itis
printed on your blue membership card.

Clubhouse Door Combination

Speaking about your membership card, the
Clubhouse door combination was changed (as
promised on your membership card) to the 09-10
season combination last fall. Please do not tell any
friends or guests what the combination is. Itis
important that we can say that the Clubhouse is only
used by members and their immediate guests.

News for the 09-10 Winter Season

Thanks to the efforts of Dorie Valenti, we now have
the Electronic Clubhouse Reservation system up and
running for the connected. The e-mail version and
the phone system are still available also. The E-
system makes it possible for you to make a
reservation, change old ones, verify reservations and
generally see what is happening without waking up a
Volunteer reservation chairperson (Dave Slezak).
This has been a long time coming and looks like it will
simplify Dave’s job and make it much easier for the
majority of our members to make reservations as they
will not have to wait for a response from Dave (who
has a full time job).

This year, we have discount lift tickets  with no
blackout dates to Stowe, Sugarbush, Jay and Bolton
Valley as well as other good deals in northern Vi.

As they say in Chicago, Reserve early and often for
the "09-"10 winter season. If you have any questions
about the Clubhouse contact Sandy Leith ( 727-4768)
our new Clubhouse director.

Enjoy the Clubhouse

Your Clubhouse committee works hard to keep the
Clubhouse an enjoyable place - at the lowest possible
cost to our members. As members, you are part of
the operation of this fabulous asset. If you see a
problem, please tell Bill Kornrumpf (370-4017) or
Sandy Leith (727-4768) so we can fix it.

Clubhouse-to-Ski-Lift Bus Service

The Green Mountain Transit Authority operates
bus service to VT. ski areas. Take the bus and leave
your car at the Clubhouse. Depending on the route,
the cost is free, $1,or $2. You can take the bus to the
Village of Stowe, from Stowe to the Ski Area, or to
Waterbury for transfers to the Mad River Valley areas
including Sugarbush. You can flag the bus down at
the lodge, or call on the day before to schedule the
stop. www.gmtaride.org.

On-Line Reservations Running

The new E-Reservations system is up and running.

Please use this E-Reservation first, if you are having

difficulties you may e-mail or call the Reservations

Chair, Dave Slezak, for assistance.

Please follow these instructions:

Your computer needs to have Mozilla Firefox as the

web browser http://www.mozilla.com . This is a

simpler web browser and the download will transfer

all your bookmarks over too!
- Open the Clubhouse reservation page.

- Click on request username-password.

- Fill out form and click submit.

- The system sends an email confirming request.

- Validation of membership .

- Your membership is checked and an email is sent
to requestor with a username-password
combination. (this can take a few days)

- Sign on to the e-res system for the first time.

- You must Update profile, and fill in all the security
guestions which will be used in case the requestor
forgets his/her password.(this is a must do) Click
submit

- Make a reservation, or view reservations.

- Select dates (up to 6) and select beds. confirm and
choose dinner options (yes or no)

- Click confirm - and an email is generated to lodge
reservations and the member.

Discounted Ski Tickets

You can now get discounted lift tickets for VT ski
areas.

You must pre-purchase non-refundable tickets to:

Stowe  $55-no blackout - $50 Jr/Sr

Jay Peak $ 45-no blackout -

Sugarbush $55 no blackout -

For Jay, Stowe and Sugarbush Tickets , send
check and a Self Addressed Stamped Envelope
along with a note saying how many tickets you wish
to: Bill Schaefer (370-0229), 804 Charter Oak Drive,
Niskayuna, NY 12309-3041

Give yourself plenty of time before you need them.
We ran out of tickets last year so plan ahead, you
have been warned. You may ask questions by
emailing requests to swctickets@swcweb.org .
Calling the seller is to be a last resort reserved for
emergencies only. Remember, your lack of prior
planning is no reason to make extra work for an
unpaid volunteer who is trying to help you save
money.

Two areas are giving discounts for members at the
Ticketing or Guest Services. They are:

Bolton Valley - $ 35- no blackouts Show SWC
card at Guest Services.

All Pre-Purchase tickets will be available for
purchase at meetings the remainder of the ski
season. Do not wait until the last minute; we will have
to periodically re-stock the tickets. You must be an
SWC member to purchase discount tickets.
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The Thunderbolt Ski Race Feb 20

The Thunderbolt Ski Race on Mt. Greylock is back!
On Feb. 20, the 75th anniversary of the Thunderbolt,
a hard working and dedicated group of volunteers will
bring back this historic race. All 120 race slots are
filled, it should be an exciting day. The movie "Purple
Mountain Majesty" will be shown at the Clifton Park
Library on Thursday, Feb 11, to promote the event.
The film is a documentary of the Thunderbolt and
contains some great old footage along with interviews
of earlier racers. The program is sponsored by the
Schenectady ADK and is open, FREE to the public.
That Thursday is not an SWC meeting night. If there
are any SWC members who attended earlier
Thunderbolt races, as racers or spectators, the race
committee would be very excited to have them attend
the awards ceremony at the end of the race on Feb.
20th.

"Purple Mountain Majesty", a history of the
Thunderbolt Ski Run, a film by Blair Mahar will be
shown Feb 11 at 7:00 P.M. at The Clifton Park Library
for those not able to attend the Feb 18 SWC showing
of the film at the Hibernian Hall. Come see the story
of the trail and it's early skiers, some of whom
became the country's greatest heroes with the 10th
Mountain Division during WWII.

http://www.thunderboltskirun.com/race.html

Recognize this place?

It's Emery's, and it is right across from our
clubhouse. Emery's is a gem. Whatever you forgot,
you can help the local economy by taking a walk right
across the street. They have very nice wine and beer
selections (yes - wine, itis VT) including all of the VT
microbrews and have prices that rival our best
discount places in NY. You can skip bringing lunch
fixings. Just walk over as early as you are up and get
terrific sandwiches at half the price of the ski areas.
Right now we are lucky to have such a good business
right across the street with gas prices generally 10
cents or more lower than in Schenectady.

News from our Ex-President
By Bill Schaefer
Buy your tickets early -
If you are thinking about buying tickets for Stowe,
Jay, Sugarbush — please read on.

Do not wait until just before you need tickets to
make your purchase. The volunteers are now fulfilling
your orders for tickets, but like last year, at some
point the supply will run low and we will have to buy
more. That might result in a delay in fulfilling your
ticket request. They will be available at all meetings.

Just because we make it easy for you to get them,
does not guarantee we always have them. Buy early
for your peace of mind and that of your fellow
volunteer club member.

Archives Project Update — your chance to help
record history.

We have a limited opportunity to record history and
we could use your help.

We would like to interview those members who
were part of the earliest days of the club. We have all
heard and read about the early days, but these
memories will disappear unless we take the time to
interview these pioneers. The interviews will be
digitally videoed for posterity.

This will take effort and a little bit of money, but we
are ready to start. We are looking for donations, tax
deductible, for this effort. Your donation is important
to advance this project.

For more details on how you can help, contact Bill
Schaefer or a board member.

Did you attend (or work at) the 1980 Olympics ?

Do you have slides, videotape or pictures you took
at the 1980 Olympics? Many members attended or
volunteered. If you have anything you would like to
share as a program while we are all in the Olympic
spirit, we would love to make a program of it. (We
may even be able to get it converted to DVD for you)

Contact Pete Weykamp, Bill Schaefer or a board
member to plan an evening.

Meet-up.com

Nope not a new singles site......

SWC has joined the social networking world. Out
there in cyber space is a
site(http://www.meetup.com) called Meet-up
Check it out and look at this part of the site
specifically . (http://www.meetup.com/The-Baby-
Seal-Club/). One of our club members has
organized this group and volunteered to post
hosted events and club specials. | encourage
everyone to go on to this site and set up a profile.
This could be a great way to get information about
the great events that the club promotes.




A SCHENECTADY WINTERSPORTS CLUB PUBLICATION

Ruth Dibelius, Founder of Friends of
the Kayaderosseras to be honored

March 8 at Saratoga Spa State Park

Everyone is invited to attend the annual meeting of
the Friends of the Kayaderosseras on Monday,
March 8 to honor Ruth Dibelius, a long time member
of the Schenectady Wintersports Club and founder of
the Friends of the Kayaderosseras in 2004. For the
past five years she has served as president of the
organization dedicated to preserving and conserving
the Kayaderosseras Creek. Today, FoK has a
membership of over 450. During the past five years,
the group has removed nearly 3000 tires as well as
tons of plastic, metal and other refuse from the creek
to keep it healthy and free of eyesores.

Guest speaker will be Alane Ball Chinian, Regional
Director of NYS'’s Office of Parks, Recreation and
Historic Preservation, who will kick off the festivities
honoring Ruth. Alane reports to the Commissioner
who reports to the Governor. Ruth worked with
OPRHP to establish the Burl Trail and Gray’s
Crossing area. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. in the
Gideon Putnam room of the State Park
Administration Building (on the left at |19 Roosevelt
Drive off the Avenue of Pines) After dinner desserts
will be catered at the Gideon Putnam room.

If you have photos of Ruth kayaking, canoeing,
hiking, etc. please send them to Mary Kuykendall,
2409, Route 29, Middle Grove NY, 12850. Larry
Woolbright, the new president, noted that many of
FoK’s members are also SWC members. He invites
SWC people to also share their memories of Ruth at
the meeting. So come with lots of stories and a
hearty appetite for after dinner goodies.

A short business meeting will include election of
officers and directors. Libby Smith-Holmes will
introduce the new Clean Creek Stewardship
program, an outreach and education initiative of FoK.

SWC Gore Race Awards Ceremony

SWC Gore Race Awards Ceremony

2/1/10

5
SWC skiers at Stowe During Skier Appreciation Days
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Other News

Okemo Get-Away Mar 26-27

The New York Capital District Ski Council & Okemo
Mountain have teamed up to bring you a ski vacation
get-away the nights of March 26" & 27". Condos are
available in Okemo’s Winter Place. The price is $180
a person based on 6 in a 3 bedroom condo. A 2 day
lift ticket is $68 and a 3 day lift ticket is $86. A $50
deposit is required (check made to NYCDSC) by Jan
29", This deposit is refundable if the offer is
cancelled otherwise each attendee is responsible for
the trip price and this is not refundable. Contact Jon
Skalwold, 382-8458, for more details.

Hickory Ski Center Telemark 2/6

Hickory Ski Center will be hosting a telemark party
on Saturday February 6. The event will begin at 9:00
a.m. and include the famous "tour de trees", free
clinics for various abilities, and an apres' ski party
with food available for purchase from our kitchen
(operated by the chef from the Grist Mill Restaurant)
and beer from Mendicino Brewery in Saratoga
Springs. For additional information please contact:
hickorymartha@aol.com

Cheap Ski Deal (Council Days)

The New York Capital District Ski Council (NYCDSC)
has come through with cheap ski deals for us. We
need to use these and show good attendance in
order to keep getting these deals. Remember to
check the SWC web page (www.swcweb.org) and the
NYCDSC web page (www.nycdsc.org ) regularly for
updates and, as always, each newsletter will contain
update. All deals require you to show a membership
card for each person.

Whiteface, $38

218, 3/22 & 23, 4/4 & 5

Okemo

2/21, 3/5: $45  4/3 $40

To receive your discount you must show your
current membership card between 8am-12pm on
above days at the Group Sales Center at the
Clock Tower base area.

Mt Snow Council Drive Ups , 2/5%$45 3/14
$50 Get your tickets at the group sales office

Ski Butternut  Show Club ID at Group Booth.

$35 Weekend Lift Tickets not valid 2/13-15, $25
Mon-Fri Excludes Holidays

Stratton

2/26, 3/12, 3/28 $41 Sunday 2/7 $52

Race Days — Reduced tickets to all Club members
(even without racing) - see race article elsewhere in
the Chatter 2/13 - Pico Mountain

SMOKIN' BOWLS TO GO

There is nothing better than a hot bowl of soup to
warm you up after a long day on the mountain! The
folks at Smokin' Bowls Soup Shack provide nutritious
home made soups to its customers faster than any
fast food chain and at a price that won't break the
bank! "Soup de Jour"? They have a minimum of 8
gourmet soups, chowders and chili on the menu on
any given day.

They serve their soups in 160z coffee cups and
eco-friendly 1 and 2 quart mason jars hot and road
worthy in 2 minutes with a hunk of fresh baked bread
for only $5-$6 a cup! During these cold winter
months every day is a good day for soup so they're
open 7 days a week from 11-7pm, open till 11pm
every Friday night!

The folks at Smokin' Bowls make a point to support
local farms whenever possible in order to provide a
truly all natural Vermont homegrown product. So
come enjoy a taste of Vermont from the soup shack
in Winhall at the turnoff on Vt-30 to Stratton (just
before Bromley VT-11 and 30) They're in the sugar
shack! Info available at Smokinbowls.com and on
Facebook.com/smokinbowls

Looking for Good Ski Deals?

Ever wonder where your friends get those great ski
equipment deals? Well maybe they have great
bargaining skills but more likely they have
bookmarker these websites:

http://www.backcountry.com/

http://www.tramdock.com/
http://www.steepandcheap.com/
http://www.sierratradingpost.com

Happy shopping!!!

2/1/10
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Stowe Club Appreciation Days

The remaining dates for the Ski Club Appreciation
days at Stowe are March 17-21. The ticket costs this
year range from $29 to $40 for adults and $15 to $32
for senior and juniors. There is an advantage to
outlasting your younger friends. Last year the
Clubhouse was almost full so make your reservations
now. The skiing in March was superb with piles of
new snow on a massive base. Check the Stowe web
site for more details.

This year we are planning that March 17-21 will be
hosted with meals provided during the week as well
as the weekends. Please make reservations for
these days to ensure you have a room and meals.
Weekend hosted rates will apply to these
weekdays .

Whiteface Club Appreciation Days
Whiteface is also showing their appreciation of Ski
Clubs with a $38 lift ticket. Show your Club ID as well
as a photo ID and get a lift ticket for the great price of
$38! The dates are: 2/8; 3/22 & 23; 4/4 & 5

Trip Announcements

Goldstock’s 2010 Bus Tours,

Sunday River (March 19-21). Call for details (382-
2037) or see website
(http://www.goldstockssportinggoods.com/)

Tax Deductible Club Donation

You can make a tax-deductible donation to support
club projects such as the preservation of our records
and films or a specific improvement to the clubhouse.
Your donation can be as specific as you like and we
will provide you with a letter of contribution for your
taxes. These donations can be anonymous or named
for you or in memory of loved one.

Specific project priorities the club membership
would like to advance — ski history, skier support or
documentary interviews of early club members.

Contact Bill Schaefer - wschaefl@nycap.rr.con or
728-9395

Archive Project
Wanted: member who can scan 35 mm slides.
Warren Burton has 300 slides of members and
activities of the 1970's and 1980's. This include the
lodge and many interesting trips. If you can do this,
please contact Warren Burton(872-2333) or Bill
Schaefer (7328-9398)

Alpine Racing with Dorie

Gore Race Weekend

Yes - we said weekend. And, yes, it was cold but
we had fun.

A number of hearty SWC members turned out for
the race weekend including an overnight at the Black
Mountain Motel. On Saturday we met for social
skiing followed by getting together just a few miles
down the road. After a terrific dinner, we had a
waxing party to ensure great race results. In the
morning, it was nice to drive two miles to the
mountain. There was a field of 40 hearty racers. Of
note, SWC had notable finishes including both
members of the Valenti (our webmaster) family, and
Christine Asselin.

Christine Asselin in the starting gate. She took
second place in her first club race.

WANTED

A Club graphic artist. Is there anyone eager
to reach their inner artist?? We are looking for
help with marketing materials for the Chatter
and other club promotional items. Interested?
Send an email to swclodgeres@yahoo.com .

2/1/10
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KISKIS TIRE CO. DISCOUNTS TO
CLUB MEMBERS

Kiskis Tire Co. in Latham has supported the Capital
District Ski Council with donations to the Council
silent auction at the snow show and is offering a 10%
discount on Mechanical parts and a 5% discount on
tires to all NYCDSC ski club members; you just need
your SWC membership card. They are a full service
auto repair shop in addition to offering Nokian and
Hankook tires along with other tire brands (Nokian
make one of the best snow tires around). Kiskis Tire
is located 1/2 mile north of Latham Circle on route 9
at the corner of Sparrowbush Rd and can be reached
at 785-5516 or 785-5523. Contact them for your next
auto repair or tire purchase and support a local
business that supports our Club! Remember, when it
starts snowing you don’t want to be stuck on the
Northway while everybody else has made it to the Mt.

New SWC/NNYP Facebook Page

Rich Vanderwood has set up a SWC facebook
group. You can find the group by searching for 'SWC
- Schenectady Wintersports Club'. It is a spot where
members can casually coordinate ski trips, car-
pooling, share photos and whatever else they feel
like. If you need more information drop Rich an email
at vanderrs@hotmail.com .

Purchase your copy of “Wintersports”

(by Norm Dibelius)

Copies are available for $10. This book IS the
history of the club. What better way to understand
how our club impacted the history of Northeast
skiing? Every member should have one. A great
beach read.

Contact Bill Schaefer by email or phone
wschaefel@nycap.rr.com or 370-0229.

What's Happening at Stowe?

A great website to find out what's happening in
Stowe at any time is www.gostowe.com then at the
top center of the page, click on "THINGS TO DO".
You'll find all kinds of fun things to do as you plan
your year round outings.

Classifieds

Atomic Supercross SX7 160 cm ski with binding

$50 Who might be interested: male or female
intermediate skier (or better) At least 55" tall. These
are older skis, shaped in good condition. Would be
suitable for a teenager who may want to ski more
"natural terrain” or someone looking for an
inexpensive way to get into shaped skis.

Atomic Metron M9 150 cm ski with binding $100
Who might be interested: male or female intermediate
or better skier. At least5' 5" tall. For someone who
likes to ski it all, great carvers, fine in the bumps &
trees. In good condition. Skied 2 seasons.

Atomic Balanze 158 cm ski with binding $150

Who might be interested: female skier looking for a
stable, dependable ride. At least 5'5" tall. These are
women specific skis. Or, someone who instructs and
wants a softer, dependable ski for teaching. These
skis were used less than 5 times.

Technica Attiva women's ski boots. Size 24.5
(roughly a women's size 8-8.5 shoe) Model is 3
years old, skied 2 years. Blue & white. $25

Contact Merry at mhuberl @nycap.rr.com if
interested.

Cross-Country Skis For Sale : Catamount
shorty , kinetic non-wax skis with metal edges $125.
Karhu 200 cm non-wax skis $100. Both with
Rottefella 150mm bindings. Call Marian at 438-6544
evenings.



2010 Paddling Season

The wind is howling and the snow is flying. Hard to
get much enthusiasm for getting out there and
paddling. However, I'm sure someone is going to
send me a little copy on a exotic trip they have just
done. Right now a few degrees warmer would be the
first priority.

New Paddling Rules

| guess last months notification that you have to wear
a PFD if you are paddling anywhere in NY State
between Nov 1 and May 1 settled OK with our
members. This applies to anyone in any watercraft
under 21 feet, which includes most canoes, kayaks,
rowboats, motorboats and sailboats There was no
rousing of the troops at least. Actually, | think it's a
good move. Any other opinions? For more info about
boating safety and marine recreation in NYS, visit
www.nysparks.com.

Keep The News Coming

You can tell the paddling news is a little thin at this
time of year. So I'd encourage you to send notes on
paddling, water sports, photos, jokes, stories, etc. or
other things that might interest the group (like hiking,
theater, etc) to your lonely Editor. Send it to Allan
Foster: adfos@aol.com, 379 McCormack Rd, Albany,
NY 12208, by the 10" of month. Put NNYP, SWC or
Blade in the email subject title line so | don’t Spam
you. Pictures should preferably be less than 100Kb.

Club Boat Availablity

Even though you might be paddling in 8” of snow,
remember that NNYP has canoes, paddles, PFD’s
(limited), and one kayak for use by members:

18’ 6" Wenonah CC 18’ 6” Lincoln CC 18’ 6” Sawyer CC
18’ 5” Alumicraft 12" Acadia Kayak

Club members may borrow these boats for a $5/day,
$25/week donation. They are located at Uncle Donnie
Patneaude’s house at 741 River Road, Lower
Rotterdam Junction (about 0.3 mile from the Kiwanis
boat launch (518-887-5483). There are also four
canoes at the Clubhouse! Actually these four could
use a little Tender Loving Care on the woodwork.
Anyone interested in supplying it would get Anna
Dugan’s eternal gratitude and something else (489-

Since the availability of life vests (PFDs), is limited,
you might want to bring one along if you have one.

Feb 1, 2010

Chatter/Blade on Website

The Chatter/Blade arrives at your doorstep on the
first of the month. As it goes to print, we post it on our
website (www.swcweb.org). This means the
Chatter/Blade can be viewed about the 20th of the
month, or about 10 days earlier. (The best part is the
pictures look great in color). In addition to the color
photos and early delivery, there is more room in the
web version for extra photos and information that may
not make it into the print version of the Chatter and
Blade.

Names and Numbers to Remember
Board of Directors:
Pete Weykamp, Pres H 785-6433
(open), VP Administration H

Anna Dugan, VP Nordic H 489-5092
Kathy Perrego, VP Activities H 869-1155
Dorie Valenti, VP-Alpine H 334-0652
Anna Dugan NNYP President H 489-5092
Lat Schmidt, Secretary, H 372-2915
Ray Asselin, Treasurer H 355-1882
Sandy Leith, Clubhouse Director H 727-4768
Tony Dorangrichia, At Large H 435-9981
Rich Vanderwood, At Large H 368-1149
John Rack, Mohawk Valley Hiking Club ~ H-399-5081
Bill Schaefer, Past Pres. H 370-0229
Others:

Jean Burton, Membership H 872-2333
Dave Slezak, Clubhouse Reservations H 522-5474
Dawn Knutson Ticket Vouchers H 356-5242
Bill Kornrumpf, Chatter Editor & H 370-4017

Clubhouse Facilities wkornrumpf@ieee.org
Allan Foster Blade Editor adfos@aol.com H 438-5540
Cecilia MacDonald MVHC Editor Cecilia@midtel.net
H 872-0823
Dorie Valenti Webmaster doriev@verizon.net
Clubhouse at Waterbury Center 802-244-8918

Change Of Address Notices
Change of Address notices should be sent to: Jean
Burton, wburton2@nycap.rr.com or PO 46, Gallupville,
NY 12073. Do not send to the editors, or the Club PO
Box, they will get lost.




Conservation Report
by Henri T. Plant

In Memoriam: William Massoth 1929-2009

How fortunate it was for those of us who
knew Bill Massoth. Our world would be a
much better place if there were more people
like Bill. He was a man of all seasons. When
he was a child, his father brought him to the
Mohawk Valley Hiking Club, and he was with
us ever since. Undoubtedly, he was the
longest term member of the club. Bill knew
more about local history and the Erie Canal
than most historians. If there were any

guestions on these subjects it was always,

“Go talk to Bill Massoth”. He and his late wife
Jean traveled all over the USA, camping in
their tent from the east coast to west coast
and on up to Alaska. During these
excursions he took lots of photos which he
used for slide presentations. He literally had
dozens of prepared talks which he shared
with organizations all over the area. They
were fun to be at: Bill was not only a
captivating speaker but funny to boot!

How privileged we were to call him a friend.

A Little Good News

The threat of using chemical weapons is
becoming less and less probable because Russia
and the USA are well on the way to destroying their
stockpiles of chemical weapons by 2012. All the other
nations that signed the international treaty have done
so or will also soon do so. The Russian Federation
has destroyed 17,998 metric tons or 45% of their
stockpile and is on target to do the rest by the 2012
deadline. The USA will do the same. Western
countries have promised to fund some of Russia’s
cost and provide technical assistance to achieve the
2012 goal. The USA has contributed $1 billion to this
effort. Sounds like a good investment to me. Now if
we can just keep the needed raw materials out of the
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hands of terrorists and rogue nations perhaps we can
all sleep better.

Please call leader in advance; weather and other factors may
cause changes. Please, no pets on any hike as a courtesy to
others. This is a volunteer organization and with any activity there
is a presumption of risk. Each participant is responsible for his or
her own safety. Bring ample food and water, dress appropriately.
Hike leaders : Please send your reports to:

Cecilia A. MacDonald, 260 Sever Road, Delanson, NY  12053.

F

Sunday, February 7 - Margaret Parks will lead a
snowshoe trip in the Albany Pine Bush . Meet at the
Pine Bush Interpretive Center off Rte. 155 at 10:30
AM. Bring a lunch. Call Margaret at 608-5394 to sign
up and for additional information.

Saturday, Feb 20 - Walk plowed areas of Thacher
Park then take in "Black Bears of New York," a
lecture at Thacher Nature Center. Walk at noon, talk
at 2:00PM - Ruth Hasler , 374-9900.

Tuesdays in January and February David Graves
will once again lead x-c ski trips after work at the Pine
Bush . You may join for any or all. Just call David at
861-8760 to sign up and get info on meeting place.

Thursday , Feb. 11
Annual Covered Dish Supper

Let it snow, but not on this night. This is the
Annual Covered Dish Supper, the social event of the
year, where you'll meet, greet and eat, with all the
best people of the area. We will convene at the
Dutch Reformed Church in Scotia with serving
beginning at 6pm. If anything needs heating, be there
earlier.

Bring complete place setting. Call John Rack at
399-5081 to coordinate the menu. Decaf, tea and
cocoa will be provided by the club.

The after dinner program is being planned at this
time. Remember, Thursday, February 11th is the big
date. Come join us for our usual warm, cozy evening

10 despite the outside weather.
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It's not too early to start thinking about your summer activities. SWC has a number of
members who volunteer at Double H Ranch and it is a good organization. The ride
should be interesting and through beautiful countryside.




Membership Application 2009-10

Schenectady Wintersports Club, Northern New York Paddlers &
Mohawk Valley Hiking Club

Name
Age Group (circle One) 18-29 30-39 40-55 56-69 70+

Address

ZIP

Phone E-Mail

New Member () Renewal ( ) $20 individual ( ) $30 Family ( )
For Family Membership, please indicate

Name of Spouse
Age Group (circle One) 18-29 30-39 40-55 56-69 70+

Names and Ages of Junior Members

To qualify for family membership, children must be under 18 or 18 and still in High School.

This is a gift Membership from:

Please indicate your Activity interests. Check as many as applicable;
Alpine Skiing ( ), X-C Skiing ( ), Paddling ( ), Biking ( ) Hiking ( )
Ski Trips Western US, Canada, Europe ( ) Ski Racing ( )
Wilderness/canoe camping ( ) Canoe Racing ( ) Stowe Clubhouse ( )
Other

Interested in volunteering ? Clubhouse, SWC Board, Snow Show, NY
Capital District Ski Council, Activities, other Club help such as outreach.

Make check payable to SWC and mail with the completed application
to SWC, PO Box 228, Schenectady NY, 12301
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