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Phone numbers in the Ski Chatter are in the 518 @de unless otherwise noted. WEB Site: www.ssticarg

Holiday Party at the Stadium Golf
Club Saturday Dec 5

There is still time to sign up  for the Holiday Party
for all Club members: Skiers, Paddlers & Hikers are
all going to be there. Your reservation must be in
to Ray Asselin by Dec 1 *.

The Stadium Golf Club brags to have the best
buffet in the area! The buffet will feature Sliced Roast
Beef, Chicken Marsala and Lasagna! These dishes
will be accompanied with the Chef's choice of potato,
a vegetable, plus salad & Ice Cream for desert with
coffee or tea. Cocktails & Hors D’Oeuvres start at 5,
cash bar, and dinner will follow at 6 PM. The Club has
been renovated and decorated for the party season. It
has an easy access front entrance. The cost is $30.
All members are invited; Skiers, Hikers, Paddlers and
Groupies should call Ray Asselin at 355-1882 by
Tuesday, Dec 1 so we can get the final numbers.

The Stadium Golf Club is located near The Home
Depot off Rt 7 & 1-890. From Rt 7 turn East (toward
Home Depot) on Watt St, Turn Right at second light
(Jackson Ave & Cumberland Farms store), Follow
Jackson to end at 333 Jackson Ave.

Special Pre-Holiday Lift -Ticket

Purchase Night — Thursday, Dec 17

Come to the Hibernian Hall from 7:00 pm to 9:00
pm for a special ticket purchase night. Send an email
to wschaefl@nycap.rr.com or call Bill (728-9395) if
you have questions.

Ancient Order of Hibernians 1748 State St . is
just east of Rt 7 (the Cross town) in uptown
Schenectady. To find the Ancient Order of
Hibernians take State Street toward Albany. It is on
the right side approximately 4 % blocks past the Rt 7
overpass. If coming from the Thruway take 1-890 to
Rt 7 East and exit at State Street (Rt 5). Turn right at
the top of the ramp and go East 4 %2 blocks. From
the Troy direction, take Rt. 7 all the way to State
Street (Rt 5) and turn left at the top of the ramp and
go 4 %2 blocks to 1748 State St. on the right.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Dec 5 Holiday Party (still time to reserve)

Dec 4,5 & 6 Club Days at Stowe (cheap skiing)
Dec 10-13 Early Ski Clinic at Stowe (Bombers)
Dec 17 Early Ski Ticket Purchase night Hibernians
Jan 7 First Meeting of 2010

Jan 8-10 Gore Mt Weekend & SWC race

Jan 11-13 Club Days at Stowe (cheap skiing)

Feb 5-7 Climbers Lodge Weekend

March 17-21 Club Days at Stowe (cheap skiing)

th

On-Line Reservations on a

Computer Near You!

The on-line reservations system is now working.
Dorie (I can do it) Valenti worked over the summer & fall
to design and implement the system for us. The Club
website has the full directions on use of the system.
You must use Firefox as your web browser to
make it work . (Internet Explorer was not stable
enough for our usage) You can now see available
rooms and make reservations for you and your
guests. You will receive an email confirmation
showing your room and the dates. Even your
technology challenged Chatter Editor was able to
book his rooms using the system.

The on-line system is the preferred way to
make reservations _and is accessed by clicking the
"make a reservation" link on the left column from the
home page of the website www.swcweb.org For
guestions/concerns email swclodgeres@yahoo.com.
However, those without computer access can still call
the reservation phone number (518) 522-5474 for
reservations and other concerns. This year, Dave
Slezak has taken over as reservation chairman from Ed
Miller who has done a great job over the last few years.
Keep checking the website for e-reservation
instructions.

Gore Mtn. Weekend Jan 8-10

A block of rooms is reserved at the Black Mountain
Lodge (518) 251-2800 2 miles from Gore Mountain.
($64 sgl, $84 dbl, 89 trpl, $94 Quad, per night) for the
nights of Jan 8 & 9 for the SWC Race on Jan 10. If you
have not stopped there after a day at Gore, you will after
this weekend. The rooms are wonderful; the food/dining
is great and you enjoy real fireplaces for the evenings!
We will provide a social experience around the race.
Join Pete, Dorie, Bill, Ray, and others for a great time.
There will be race practice, lessons on the Nastar
course on Sat for those interested along with social
skiing, (perhaps a guided ski to the Ski Bowl?) and
social hours and dinner among friends.

We Need a Tinsmith for help
We are looking for a member with sheet metal work
skills to help with the installation of our new furnace.
Please call Bill Kornrumpf (370-4017) if you might
have some time in early December.

Last Chatter/Blade/MVHC

Your Dues are Really Due Now!

This is it, the last issue for those who have not sent in
their 09-10 dues. You will be Culled from the member
list and will not get your newsletter either by e-mail or
snail mail after this issue. Remember, you need to be a
member to get the Cheap tickets and entrance into the

1 Clubhouse.
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Word from the President
TO A GOOD SEASON

The movies are over, the equipment ready, and the
mountains are getting snow. Another season begins,
each one a little different than the last. What will the
09-10 season bring? What will distinguish this season
from previous ones: a great ski trip, chance meetings,
good snow or seeing your kids ski alone for the first
time?

Without a votive candle or incense and in an empty
kitchen with a cup of coffee — here's my toast to the
coming season:

- Here's to skiing with someone you've always
wanted to ski with;

- Here's to the Meatheads, Warren Miller, and the
topless girls at Tuckerman's;

- Here's to ski buddies, road trips, and UBUS;

- Here's to enjoyable 9 minute conversations;

- Here's to snow blowers, snow tires, ABS, and the
guys that plow the road;

- Here's to every obsessed skier that ever lived, is
still living, and is yet to come;

- Here's to funny stickers, wild patterns, and neon
pink outfits;

- Here's to the ski patrollers — may they not interfere
with your tree runs, may you never need them,
and may you always appreciate that they are
there to help when you really need them

- Here's to bluebird days, green trees, white snow,
cheap tickets, and robins chirping;

- Here's to the snow gods, the curve in the jet stream,
the warm Gulf, the Canadian cold front and the
blizzards of 2010 (all 3 of them);

- Here's to Tamiflu, Echinacea, Ibuprofen, and strong
coffee;

- Here's to firewood, hot tubs, and Manhattans;

- Here's to lifties, snow makers, techies, techie gear,
and fat skis - may it all work;

- Here's to skiing the East, chasing storms and
powder runs;

- Here’s to that trip out west, chasing the powder and
finding the perfect line.

Warren Miller says if you don’t do it this year, you'll
just be another year older when you do. Here's to not
making it two years older. Winter comes every year.
Here's to making the best of it.

Here's to a merry ski season. Enjoy.

Give a Holiday Gift of Membership
It's not too late to give a membership to a loved
one, a family member or just somebody you think
would enjoy the Club and it's events. There is always
a membership form on the web and sometimes in the
Chatter.

The Whole Package

Bill Schaefer called it the whole package and
most of us can'’t help but like the concept and so
when a father | met on the chair at Bromley asked me
for the time, while offering me an explanation for the
inquest, that his wife was expecting him and his
college student daughter to be home as soon as
possible after the lift closes, and what a pain in the
butt getting home would be, for my watch said it was
3pm, | told him about the whole package. Skiing is
about the whole package, it's about walking out of a
warm house into a cold and dark morning, watching
the sunrise, the lift starting up and breakfast and
hauling all of the equipment through the endless
parking lots to the base lodge, and first tracks, and
lunch and the warm sunshine and the snow and the
ice and the bumps and cruisers and the steeps and
trees and the meeting up at the end of the day and
the beers and the dinners and most of us can’t help
but like the concept and so he called his wife. | heard
him at the top of the mountain, say, “Honey, it's about
the whole package. It's the all day, the skiing, the
meeting up and the beers and the dinners.”

Judy and | crossed over 23 after lunching just
beyond the 3500 marker on top of Windham, opened
the back gate of the car and let the dog in and
headed into Freehold, to Ruby’s Hotel, for we are
very much in tune with the concept, the whole
package, the meeting up, the beers and all the stories
at the end of the day. Ruby’s is an art gallery with a
bar, white linens on tables and great food, but Ruby’s
was closed, the sign reading open 5-10 on Sat and
Sun, weekends only. Not to worry too much though,
for down the street, at the other end of town, a block
away, we saw the word, PUB, the neon bars lights
shining through the windows, and so we drove the
one block down to the other end of town and entered
the tavern, its bar filled with a line of men, two of
whom schooched over, one this way, one the other,
leaving us the last two bar stools, in the middle, and
we ordered up a couple of Sams. We looked as if we
had been hiking, for we had been, and were bit
muddy around the cuffs and over our boots. “You two
nuns or something?” The man asked. “Nuns?” He
sounded serious, but couldn’t've been, but yes, very
much was. Nuns. “No, we're not nuns,” we replied.
“You look like you might be nuns or something.” “Or
something we might be, but not Nuns,” we explained,
and he gave us his business card in case we ever
needed a band to play at one of our events and told
us about the micro-brewery being built in Athens and
the one that currently exists in Windham. On our way
home, Judy said she’s never been mistaken for a Nun
before, and | conceded that neither have I. There
must’ve been something about us together, the pair
of us, that emanated, for the moment, in the pub, on
this day, a sense of godliness, of purity, of
compassion, of the, you know, the whole divine
package, all of which, at the end of it all, made for a
great day. Submitted by Dorie Valenti

12/1/09



A SCHENECTADY WINTERSPORTS CLUB PUBLICATION 12/1/09

CLIMBERS LODGE

SKI WEEKEND FEB 5-7 - Keene, NY
Snow up to your hip, majestic mountains, crisp
fresh air, snow shoeing, skiing, flickering fire in the
fireplace, friendly conversation around the dinner
table, ... all of this awaits you at Climber’'s Lodge

weekend this February. We have reserved the entire

facility, which offers top-notch bed and breakfast

service in Keene, NY (rockandriver.com). Rooms are
beautifully appointed with country quilts and mountain
décor. All linen is provided and breakfast is available

($5) and includes homemade granola, breads, fruits

and yogurt, and omelets. The lodge also has kitchen

facilities to prepare your own breakfast and lunches.
For dinner all participants bring dishes to share for a
potluck, which is always more food than we can eat

and it is all delicious. The lodge is at the eastern end

of the Jack Rabbit Trail, which many of us
afternoon, or before breakfast.

ski Friday

Besides rooms (double beds) with private baths,

there are some with shared bath and then

there is

room in the deluxe bunkroom. Cost averages to be
$40-55 per person per night depending on rooms. A

deposit is required to reserve your room.
you are interested but need to check your

If you think
calendar,

ask to be put on the waiting list. You may join us for
only the day, but let us know. If you plan to eat

supper you must contribute a food item.
There's a variety of skiing available in th

area. Some go to Whiteface for downhill.

There are cross-country treks to Avalanch

e

e

Pass, Jack Rabbit trail, Marcy Dam and areas
near Paul Smith’s and the Fish Creek and

groomed trails at Mt. Van Hoevenberg. .

Friday afternoon, we always take a run down

the Jack Rabbit trail from Route 73 to our

doorstep at Climbers Lodge, a delightful and
beautiful start to our weekend. Hiking and
snowshoeing are possible. This has always

been a wonderful time of winter sports and

visiting with friends.

Call Jean or Warren Burton (872-2333) or ema|I
them at wburton2@nycap.rr.com about space

available. Deposit checks ($50) should be made =

out to Jean Burton and sent to PO Box 46,

Gallupville, NY 12073.
Chatter/Blade on Website

The Chatter/Blade arrives at your doorstep
on the first of the month. As itis sent to the
printer, we post it on our website. This means
the Chatter/Blade can be viewed about the 20th
of the month, or about 10 days earlier. (The
best part is the pictures look great in color). In
addition to the color photos and early delivery,
there is more room in the web version for extra
photos and information that may not make it

into the print version of the Chatter and Blade.

3

Names and Numbers to Remember
Board of Directors:

Pete Weykamp, Pres H 785-6433
(open), VP Administration H
Anna Dugan, VP Nordic H 489-5092
Kathy Perrego, VP Activities H 869-1155
Dorie Valenti, VP-Alpine H 334-0652
Anna Dugan NNYP President H 489-5092
Lat Schmidt, Secretary, H 372-2915
Ray Asselin, Treasurer H 355-1882
Sandy Leith, Clubhouse Director H 727-4768
Tony Dorangrichia, At Large H 435-9981
Rich Vanderwood, At Large H 368-1149
John Rack, Mohawk Valley Hiking Club ~ H-399-5081
Bill Schaefer, Past Pres. H 370-0229
Others:

Jean Burton, Membership H 872-2333
Dave Slezak, Clubhouse Reservations H 522-5474
Dawn Knutson Ticket Vouchers H 356-5242
Bill Kornrumpf, Chatter Editor & H 370-4017

Clubhouse Facilities wkornrumpf@ieee.org
Allan Foster Blade Editor adfos@aol.com H 438-5540
Cecilia MacDonald MVHC Editor Cecilia@midtel.net

H 872-0823
Dorie Valenti Webmaster doriev@verizon.net
Clubhouse at Waterbury Center 802-244-8918

Change Of Address Notices
Change of Address notices should be sent to:
Jean Burton, wburton2@nycap.rr.com or PO 46,
Gallupville, NY 12073. Do not send to the editors, or
the Club PO Box, they will get lost.

What's Happening at Stowe?

A great website to find out what's happening in
Stowe at any time is www.gostowe.com then at the
top center of the page, click on "THINGS TO DO".
You'll find all kinds of fun things to do as you plan
your year round outings.

Relaxation at the bar after a good days work at the Clubhouse
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Other News

Owl's Head (www.owlshead.com) in the Eastern

Townships, Quebec, Canada
has invited all SWC members
—— to enjoy savings at the

OWLS HEAD mountain this season. Show
your club membership card at the ticket counter or
mention your membership when making a reservation
for lodging with Owl's Head ski-in-ski-out lodging at
the mountain at 1-800-363-3342. Also obtain your
"free” Owl's Head carte blanche discount card which
offers increased savings on lift tickets and lets you ski
free on the fifth day. (See Peter Weykamp for your
card or visit your local ski shop; Goldstock’s Sporting
goods or High Adventure Ski Shop). The card is also
good at Sutton. We should also mention that you can
ski at Owl's Head for $15 CDN on Tuesday &
Wednesday all season long starting in January with
no "blackout" dates!! Owl's Head is committed to
good old fashion winter fun! Take a trip 64 miles
North of the Clubhouse this winter and ski/ride @
Owl's Head! Owl's Head is approximately 20 minutes
north of Jay Peak. Remember to bring your Passport
to get back home.

Stowe Club Appreciation Days

The dates for the Ski Club Appreciation days at
Stowe are Dec 4-6, Jan 11-13 and March 17-21. The
ticket costs this year range from $29 to $40 for adults
and $15 to $32 for senior and juniors. There is an
advantage to outlasting your younger friends. Last
year the Clubhouse was almost full so make your
reservations now. The skiing in March was superb
with piles of new snow on a massive base. Check
the Stowe web site for more details.

This year we are planning that Jan 11-13 and
March 17-21 will be hosted with meals provided
during the week as well as the weekends. Please
make reservations for these days to ensure you have
a room and meals. Weekend hosted rates will
apply to these weekdays .

Looking for Good Ski Deals?

Ever wonder where your friends get those great ski
equipment deals? Well maybe they have great
bargaining skills but more likely they have
bookmarker these websites:

http://www.backcountry.com/

http://www.tramdock.com/
http://www.steepandcheap.com/
http://www.sierratradingpost.com

Happy shopping!!!

Whiteface Club Appreciation Days

Whiteface is also showing their appreciation of Ski
Clubs with a $38 lift ticket. Show your Ski Council or
Club ID as well as a photo ID and get a lift ticket for
the great price of $38! The dates are: 12/6 & 7; 1/22;
2/8; 3122 & 23; 4/4 &5

KISKIS TIRE CO. DISCOUNTS TO
CcLUB MEMBERS

Kiskis Tire Co. in Latham has supported the Capital
District Ski Council with donations to the Council
silent auction at the snow show and is offering a 10%
discount on Mechanical parts and a 5% discount on
tires to all NYCDSC ski club members; you just need
your SWC membership card. They are a full service
auto repair shop in addition to offering Nokian and
Hankook tires along with other tire brands (Nokian
make one of the best snow tires around). Kiskis Tire
is located 1/2 mile north of Latham Circle on route 9
at the corner of Sparrowbush Rd and can be reached
at 785-5516 or 785-5523. Contact them for your next
auto repair or tire purchase and support a local
business that supports our Club! Remember, when it
starts snowing you don’'t want to be stuck on the
Northway while everybody else has made it to the Mt.

Tax Deductible Club Donation

You can make a tax deductible donation to support
club projects such as the preservation of our records
and films or a specific improvement to the clubhouse.
Your donation can be as specific as you like and we
will provide you with a letter of contribution for your
taxes. These donations can be anonymous or named
for yourself or in memory of loved one.

Specific project priorities the club membership
would like to advance — ski history, skier support or
documentary interviews of early club members.

Contact Bill Schaefer - wschaefl@nycap.rr.con or
728-9395

Freg, George & Joe making platform beds on work weekend
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Clubhouse Corner: by Sandy Leith
News for the 09-10 Winter Season

Thanks to the efforts of Dorie Valenti, we now have
the Electronic Clubhouse Reservation system up and
running for the connected. The e-mail version and
the phone system are still available also. The E-
system makes it possible for you to make a
reservation, change old ones, verify reservations and
generally see what is happening without waking up a
Volunteer reservation chairperson (Dave Slezak).
This has been a long time coming and looks like it will
simplify Dave’s job and make it much easier for the
majority of our members to make reservations as they
will not have to wait for a response from Dave (who
has a full time job).

This year, we have discount lift tickets  with no
blackout dates to Stowe, Sugarbush, Jay and Bolton
Valley as well as other good deals in northern Vit.

Our work weekend saw lots of small Quality of Life
tasks completed like new paint in the ladies room,
new lighting in both bathrooms, new platform beds
and three new matresses. We have had a CD player
installed in the Fireplace room and an almost brand
new refrigerator behind the bar. By Christmas we
should have a new propane, high efficiency furnace.

As they say in Chicago, Reserve early and often for
the "09-"10 winter season. If you have any questions
about the Clubhouse contact Sandy Leith ( 727-4768)
our new Clubhouse director.

New Clubhouse Door Combination

The Clubhouse door combination has been
changed (as promised on your membership card) to
the 09-10 season combination. Please do not tell any
friends or guests what the combination is. Itis
important that we can say that the Clubhouse is only
used by members and their immediate guests.

Calling all Clubhouse Hosts

As we near the 09-10 ski season the Clubhouse
needs friendly, lively folks who would like to host ski
weekends though out the season. As always, for
your efforts, you will stay free during your hosted
weekend and also receive vouchers for additional
stays proportional to the number of guests you host.
If you are interested please contact Sandy Leith via
email at traildiamond@gmail.com

We still have openings for Clubhouse hosts for the
following days:

12/4-6 (Club appreciation days), 12/11-13, 12/18-20
Christmas Week starting dinner 12/27 to 12/31
1/11-13 (Club Appreciation days),

1/18 (MLK day breakfast), 1/22-24, 1/29-31, 2/5-7
Presidents week Tues-2/16 to Sun-2/21, 2/26-2/28
3/5-7, 3/12-14, 3/17-19 (Club Appreciation days)
4/9-11, 4/16-18

Ski Area Deals around the Clubhouse
How is this for variety? Now you can ski different
areas around the clubhouse and never pay full price

for a lift ticket. Who says skiing can't be cheap!
Bolton Valley - $ 35- no blackouts Show SWC

card at Guest Services. (Dec 14-17, for only $15)
Mad River Glen - $ 50 Sat/Sun, $37 Mon-Fri

Show SWC Membership Card
Stowe - $ 55 - no blackout -
Jay Peak $ 40-no blackout - Must Pre-purchase
Sugarbush $55 no blackout — Must Pre-purchase

To pre-purchase tickets, you must send a note with
the ski area, number of the tickets being ordered, a
self addressed stamped envelope and a check made
out to SWC for the full amount. Give yourself plenty
of time before you need them or call the seller to
make sure they will be able to fill your order in time
(they do have a life and may be on a ski vacation).
We ran out of tickets last year so plan ahead.

For Sugarbush Tickets, send check and SASE to:
Bill Schaefer 370-0229), 804 Charter Oak Drive,
Niskayuna, NY 12309-3041

For Stowe and Jay Peak tickets, send check and
SASE to Dawn Knutson (356-5242), 5 Colonial Drive,
Schenectady, NY 12306.

All tickets will be available for purchase at meetings
the remainder of the ski season. Do not wait until the
last minute; we will have to periodically re-stock the
tickets. You must be an SWC member to use
discount tickets. (Still a bargain.)

(There may be tickets available at the clubhouse, but
this is the exception and not the rule. Please plan to
purchase your tickets at a member meeting or from
the club ticket seller.)

Clubhouse-to-Ski-Lift Bus Service

The Green Mountain Transit Authority operates
bus service to VT. ski areas. Take the bus and leave
your car at the Clubhouse, or if you just want to be on
a different schedule than your ride. Depending on the
route, the cost is free, $1,or $2. You can take the bus
to the Village of Stowe, from Stowe to the Ski Area, or
to Waterbury for transfers to the Mad River Valley
areas including Sugarbush. You can flag the bus
down at the lodge, or call on the day before to
schedule the stop. For schedule information, go to
www.gmtaride.org.

Enjoy the Clubhouse

Your Clubhouse committee works hard to keep the
Clubhouse an enjoyable place - at the lowest possible
cost to our members. As members, you are part of
the operation of this fabulous asset. If you see a
problem, please tell Bill Kornrumpf (370-4017) or

Must Pre-purchase

Sandy Leith (727-4768) so we can fix it.
5



SWC Clubhous

The Schenectady Wintersports Club owns a 17-room
farmhouse in Waterbury Center, VT, on Route 100, 6
miles south of Stowe. The Clubhouse is operated year

e Update 2009-2010

OPTIONS TO PLACE A RESERVATION

1. E-Reservation

round on acooperative basiswith the Club providing the
basic utilities: beds, pillows, blankets, fireplace, wood,
refrigerators and meals when coordinated by a
VOLUNTEER Weekend Chairperson. The Weekend
Chairperson is the host for the weekend and will solicit
help for various jobs (meal preparation, table clearing,
dish washing, fireplace stoking, general area pick-up and
straightening up). It is expected that everyone will help.
A normal weekend consists of Fri & Sat night room, Sat

%4 Open the page.
%4 Click on request username-password.
% Fill out form and clicks submit.

%4 The system sends an email confirming request.
¥% Validation of membership.

% An email is sent to requestor with the
Username-password combination.

%4 Sign on to the e-res system for the first time.

& Sun Breakfast, Sat dinner for $52 (member).

When you come to the Clubhouse, you should bring:
1) Linens or sleeping bags
2) Pillow cases

At A
=Y 3) Towels & toiletries
', :.-*Hr %ol Y4
.-L ':j,‘

Liquid refreshments &
_ : -';?_j% snacks including lunches
*"" .- 5)
@13 T‘“ |
e S 5’-

Good humor and a sense of
comradeship
Remember that the Clubhouse is a

cooperatlve venture. It will only be as successful and

as enjoyable as you make it.

Clubhouse Rates

Winter Season Weekends & Holidays (Stowe Lift Opening to

Closing) and Hosted off-Season Events

Room/Night Dinner Week-End Total
Member $23.00 $6.00 $52
Guest $28.00 $7.00 $65
Junior $13.00 $6.00 $32

(Weekend is two nights, two breakfasts (included in Room

Rate) & one dinner)

Winter Season Lodging Weekdays (except holidays: Dec

25 — Jan 1, Presidents week, Special Events)
Member $18 Junior$10& Guest$23(no dinner)

Non-Ski Season Lodging
Member $16, Junior$10& Guest$18(no dinner)

Guests and Juniors;_MUSTDe
accompanied by an adult SWC Member

The door combinatiorlMUST NEVER be
shared with quests or non-members

lodge info sheet 2009-10

%4 Update profile, and fill in security questions
which will be used in case the requestor
forgets his/her password.

¥4 Click submit and make a reservation, or view
reservations.

%4 Select dates (up to 6) and select beds.

¥ Click confirm - and an email is generated
to lodge reservations and member.

¥ Bed assignments are subject to change when
there is a need for special circumstances

2. Send an e-mail to SWCLodgeRes@yahoo.com.

Be sure to include the following information:

1) Names & Gender of ALIn party

2) Are they Members or Guests?

3) Telephone number of each person

4) Your address

5) Dates of arrival and departure

6) Confirm Dinner

7) Preferred room number(s) e
3. Show up at an SWC meeting T G- 4
Either the Reservation Chairpersor /
or the Clubhouse Director can take.~
your reservation = -

4. Call the Reservation Chairperson

Dave Slezak (518) 522-5474
If Dave is hot home leavephone numberwhere he can
reach you ocall back. Do not try to leave a message with
all the reservation information.

RESERVATIONS ARE DUE WED NIGHT

The weekend Host will check the Reservations Wednesday
night, so that accurate plans can be made for the weekend
food and lodging. Cancellations are due before this date to
allow others to use your room.

LAST MINUTE CANCELLATIONS
Pleasecancel on-line ANDcall the Clubhouse— even if it
is at the last minute (Friday night). There may be someone
on the waiting list for your room or someone who did not
think there was room at the Clubhouse who can use your
room.

11/09/17



e

SWC Clubhouse at Waterbury Center, VT

The Clubhouse is located about 4 miles north of I-89 on Route 100 in Waterbury Center, VT. Itis
a large white building on the right side of the highway going north with the letters SWC on the front
wall. It is just past the Cold Hollow Cider Mill and is 6 miles south of Stowe the “Ski Capital of the
East”. Itis in easy driving distance of Bolton Valley, Sugarbush, Mad River Glen, Jay Peak,
Smugglers Notch and Burke Mountain. There are also excellent opportunities for X-C skiing on
maintained trails at The Trapp Family Lodge, Edson Hill Manor, Top Notch and The Stowe Mountain
Resort as well as right out our back door or around the Waterbury Reservoir. All of these areas have
ski rental and preparation facilities as well as instruction.

In the Spring the area has many “Sugar-Bushes” and sugar houses where maple syrup is
produced and for sale. The Spring also Is a good time for hiking, paddling, biking and sightseeing.

In the Summer, hiking, biking, paddling, shopping and sightseeing are available in the immediate
areas surrounding the Clubhouse. Waterbury Lake provides an ideal watersports opportunity.

The Fall brings a spectacular foliage display for sightseers and hikers, while the SWC Clubhouse
crew busily prepares the Clubhouse for the new ski season.

The Clubhouse is a rehabilitated three floor 1870’'s Vermont farm house. The first floor houses the
Fireplace, Dining Room, Kitchen, 4 bedrooms and the ladies room. The Second floor houses 7
i&f‘ Clubhouse  pedrooms and the men’s room. The attic (third floor) houses two dorm rooms and a half bath.
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*Noyth on I-87 (Northway) to Exit 20
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Welcome to the Schenectady Wintersports Club (SWC) G@Gbhouse!

SWC owns a Clubhouse in Waterbury Center, Vermont that is maintained for the pleasure of its
members. Such an operation has a number of usage requirements and potential problems. The
following information is given to be helpful to both old and hew members.

First, it is emphasized that you have become a new property owner. True you have many
partners, but there is no one who owns more of the Clubhouse or has a more valuable part than you.
With this comes responsibility; when you are there you are not just visiting, you are staying at your
Clubhouse. Treat it as your home and above all protect it from any damage.

The Clubhouse is an old building - we want to protect the heath of the building and those who
stay there. No smoking inside the building and very safe usage habits of the fireplace is a must.
Don't forget to inform your guests of these requirements. When you are about to leave the fire place
room empty, you must close fireplace doors. Small fires of no more than 4 logs are a good practice.

How can you assure responsible behavior of your guest if you are not present? That is why we
have a rule that guests are permitted only in co-attendance with their host member. Don't give
guests the House lock combination. Limit the number of your guests to two or three people.

The Clubhouse can provide for less than 50 persons and we have a club membership of about
800. During ski season weekends or any time demand is likely to be high, please use our on-line
reservations system accessed through our web site www.swcweb.org with Firefox as the web
browser (free download link on site). If you have questions about creating an ID and password or
using the reservation system, please contact:

Reservations Chair: Lodge Director: Webmaster
Dave Slezak Sandy Leith Dorie Valenti
swclodgees@yahoo.com lodgechairperson@swcweb.org doriev@verizon.net
(518) 522-5474 518-727-4768

Our hope is that the Club House will be a continuing source of much pleasure for you for many
years. Please take time to read the official "Statement of Policy" concerning the Club House below.

Clubhouse Statement Of Policy

o No smoking inthe Clubhouse at any time or place. Itis a wooden 1860’s building with very dry wood.

0 The Clubhouse is for the use of SWC members and their “specific” guest.

0 “Specific” guest are persons directly invited by a member and are in co-attendance with that member
during the whole of the same time period.

o0 Only a member may make reservations for guests. That member is responsible for non-member actions

0 Members have priority over non-members for reservations.

o [Each member is allowed a limited number of guests and is responsible for his/her guest behavior and the
payment of assessments. Contact the House Director for arranging special group stays.

o Children are welcome and receive discounted rates - parents are responsible for their behavior.

0 Reservations are made on-line, at www.swcweb.org link for reservations, during the ski season only. At
other times, for special events when there is a chairperson, reservations are made with that chairperson
— see the Chatter for details of events. Contact the Reservations chair with questions.

0 When making reservations, we need to know if you are eating with us. This helps the volunteer weekend
chairperson in food purchases and preparation.

0 Couples’ rooms may be reserved for members only. Members have a priority over non-members for
couples’ rooms. There are three (#14, #23 #24) plus Chairperson's (#13) couples rooms.

o If you are there as a single and take a couples room, you must move out for a member couple. Please be
considerate and volunteer without being asked. Best don't take couples rooms.

0 Weekend Hosts volunteer to coordinate the operation of the Clubhouse during your stay. Everyone is
expected to help with food prep, cleanup and other chores. Please "carry in - carry out" your recyclable
containers including all beverage (water, soda, wine and beer) containers.

0 We strive to keep our assessments as low as possible. It's incomprehensible that anyone would “duck”
paying their share in the “honor system.” After all it is your honor on the line. But it does happen. When
a member is in arrears, he/she will be denied further reservations at the Clubhouse, and further
membership at dues paying time.

0 Any non-member who is in possession of the door combination is considered to hold stolen club property.

0 Any uninvited non-member entering the Clubhouse is guilty of trespassing and subject to prosecution.

o0 No pets. Many members have allergies. Please do not bring your pets when using the Clubhouse.
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A SCHENECTADY WINTERSPORTS CLUB PUBLICATION

Other News (continued)

Photo Archive Project Update

Thank you Mary Jennings!

Mary sponsored the most recent project, which was
to scan the large matted ski photos taken by E.H.
Hull. These 1935 vintage photos were discovered in
a barn by club member Richard Lewis and are in
excellent condition. The original photos will soon
make the trip to the Adirondack Research Library
where they will be safely preserved. These photos will
soon appear on our website where you might choose
to print one for yourself. Thank Mary when you see
her for help preserving our heritage!

A.H. Hull 30’s Photo from Club Archives
Digital scan compliments of Mary Jennings

Trip Announcements

Goldstock’s 2010 Bus Tours,

Okemo (4 Sundays of January) and Sunday River (2
trips). Call for details (382-2037) or see website
(http://www.goldstockssportinggoods.com/)

UTAH 2010

Bob Wright has two seats left for the Utah trip, Feb. 3
till Feb. 10 for the usual itinerary of going to Little and
Big Cottonwood Canyons etc. Time to sign up is short
so contact him for more information and availability at
wrightl9@nycap.rr.com

A.H. Hull 30’s Photo from Club Archives

WANTED

A Club graphic artist. Is there anyone eager to
reach their inner artist?? We are looking for help with
marketing materials for the Chatter and other club
promotional items. Interested? Send an email to
swclodgeres@yahoo.com .

Design the SWC Flag Contest

Yes, SWC wants a flag to fly. The winner receives a
voucher for a two-night stay for 2 at the lodge.
Designs can be submitted to the SWC PO Box or to
any board member by December 1, 2009. All
designs should be in color and can be on paper or in
an electronic format. Participants can submit more
than one design. Each submittal should include the
designer's name and phone number. The winner will
be chosen by the SWC Board majority vote. We'll fly
it at the clubhouse. And we'll have them for sale.
You can buy one to raise at your house, or wave it on
the mountain as your favorite SWC racer flies by, or
in the parking lot while tailgating. Who wouldn't want
a SWC flag? Get creative and enter your design.

9 You could be the Betsy Ross for SWC.
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2009 Paddling Season Closing
Other than for those who have taken off for warmer
climes, the 2009 paddling season has pretty much
come to an end. So we all can think of the good times
ahead as we try to use our canoes as ice-breakers.
Thanks to all the people who volunteered — hope you
will again in 2010.

For Sale and Scuttlebuts
Nothing at all this month. Come on, if you don't find
something to sell pretty soon, we’ll have to resort to
selling wives!!

Keep The News Coming

Remember to send notes on paddling, water sports,
photos, jokes, stories, etc. or other activities that might
interest the group (like hiking, theater, etc). Send to
Allan Foster: adfos@aol.com, 379 McCormack Rd,
Albany, NY 12208, by the 10" of month. Put NNYP,
SWC or Blade in the email subject title line so | don’t
Spam you. Pictures should preferably be less than
100Kb. All'I can report this month is that your editor
has a very small role (don't blink) in “My Fair Lady” at
Capital Repertory Theatre in Albany, Nov 20-Dec 20.

Kayaderosseras Update

FOK (Friends of the Kayaderosseras) have been
busy as beavers (sorry for that unpleasant
comparison), as sent in by our undercover field
reporters Jan O’Hare and Will Holt. This is a status
report on tree-down obstacles and other problems in
the Kayaderosseras.

Two (non-FOK) paddling trips were recently run. One
was around Nov 1 and the other on Nov 9. The first
ran from Nelson Avenue Extension to the lake and the
second from Grays Crossing to Nelson Avenue
Extension. In both trips the Kayaderosseras was open
for paddling, but there were tight spots. One tight spot
was near the lake where a major obstacle was
removed several years ago, but it is building up again.
The other was where a multi-tree obstacle was opened
up on October 5 of this year, but material drifting
downstream is tending to narrow down the opening.
So the current status is that this section is open for

Dec 1. 2009

paddling but continued trimming of the obstacles and
tight spots will be necessary to keep it so.

There is a new issue: A series of stone structures,
including two "J-Hooks", have been installed in the
Kayaderosseras at Kelley Park right on top of the
launch site there, apparently to improve fishing
conditions. The J-Hooks narrow the Kayaderosseras to
about 1/4th of its normal width and significantly
increase local flow velocity. This seriously complicates
launching of boats and creates dangerous conditions
for paddlers attempting to launch, especially
inexperienced paddlers. This launch site is a popular
one and is frequently used by inexperienced paddlers.
The solution to this safety problem is not clear, but
may well require removal of some of the rocks, or
applying undesirable and hard to enforce restrictions
on launching, or relocation of the launching site to a
less desirable location, or at least, installation of
warning signs. Until some corrective action is taken,
paddlers should look carefully at conditions before
launching. A related issue is that the drainage pipe that
we use as a gage to measure water level is located
here and will need to be recalibrated, a lengthy
process. Submitted by Jan O'Hare and Will Holt

Club Boat Availability
Even though you might be paddling in 8" of snow,
remember that NNYP has canoes, paddles, PFD’s

(limited), and one kayak for use by members:
18’ 6" Wenonah CC 18’ 6” Lincoln CC 18’ 6” Sawyer CC
18’ 5” Alumicraft 12" Acadia Kayak

Club members may borrow these boats for a $5/day,
$25/week donation. They are located at Uncle Donnie
Patneaude’s house at 741 River Road, Lower
Rotterdam Junction (about 0.3 mile from the Kiwanis
boat launch (518-887-5483). There are also four
canoes at the Clubhouse! Actually these four could
use a little Tender Loving Care on the woodwork.
Anyone interested in supplying it would get Anna
Dugan'’s eternal gratitude and something else (489-

Since the availability of life vests (PFDs), is limited,
you might want to bring one along if you have one.



Conservation Report
by Henri T. Plant

A few bits and pieces to think about.

- A few months ago, we talked about the pollution
from Asian rivers that might contaminate the seas.
Well, something similar is happening with air-borne
pollution. Scientists from the U.S. Geological
Survey team have just reported that atmospheric
emissions off the coast of Asia fall into the sea and

are transported long distances by ocean currents.
For example, samples from 16 sites in the eastern
North Pacific Ocean showed that there is 30% more
mercury (originally from Asia) in the 2006 samples
than in the ones taken in the mid-1990s. Can the
pollution from the Asian rivers be similarly
distributed by the ocean’s currents? No one knows
yet. How is this increase in neurotoxic mercury
affecting the fish populations? No one knows this
either, but just wait a few years....

- Our planet home is known as the water planet.
Water makes the Earth singularly hospitable to life
in all forms. While 75% of the Earth is covered in
water, only 0.3% of that is fresh water and that is
not taken care of very carefully. With the population
increasing by leaps and bounds, we must be much
more careful in protecting the fresh water we have
or face a much less hospitable Earth. This is
especially true for those of us living in the
Schenectady area. Our wonderful Great Flats
Aquifer must no longer be taken for granted and
must as of now be protected at all costs.

P.S. - Tune in next month for more bits.

| want to add a special THANK YOU to Henri for this
month's Conservation Report. Not only did he do it in
his usual professional manner, but he did it after
having a heart monitor implanted the same week.
Now | call that devotion. Kudos, Henri. You're great!

PS -Ask Henri about the 3 & 1/2 hour procedure.

12/1/09
Please call leader in advance; weather and othtrfamay
cause changes. Please, no pets on any hike astasyoio
others. This is a volunteer organization and with activity
there is a presumption of risk. Each participamegponsible for
his or her own safety. Bring ample food and wadegss
appropriately.
Hike leaders : Please send your reports and pictures to:
Cecilia A. MacDonald, 260 Sever Road, Delanson,12953.

Friday , December 11 - Cecilia MacDonald will lead
a hike on the bike pat h from Round Lake to
Shenantaha Creek Park . This is an easy, level hike.
We'll eat at the park. Meet at the old KMart Garden
Center on Rt. 50 at 10:15. Call Cecilia MacDonald at
872-0823 for sign-up.

Saturday , December 12 - Leader's Choice Hike .
Call Dan Kwiatkowski at 518-827-8377 for
destination and meeting place.

Monday , December 21 - Solstice Hike, Wittenberg
& Cornell . This is a strenuous, 9 mile hike. Call
Mark Traver at 518-295-8039 for information.

MEMBER NEWS
Our condolences go out to Joe Nicolella on the
loss of his lovely wife, Jane. Although Jane was
not a hiker, she came to our picnics, covered
dish suppers and some Thanksgiving

breakfasts. She always sent a wonderful
cooked dish for the gang when we went to Dew
Drop for a weekend. Jane was a cheerful
person with a winning smile. We all enjoyed
having her around and she will be missed.
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Schenectady Wintersports Club, Northern New York Paddlers & 228 3
Mohawk Valley Hiking Club < 9
o © =
> =3
o)
I n #
Name
Age Group (circle One) 18-29 30-39 40-55 56-69 70+
Address
ZIP
Phone E-Mail
New Member () Renewal ( ) $20 individual ( ) $30 Family ( )
For Family Membership, please indicate
N s3d
Name of Spouse % S
Age Group (circle One) 18-29 30-39 40-55 56-69 70+ s o3
@
Names and Ages of Junior Members @ o i
o = @
> @ =
To qualify for family membership, children must be under 18 or 18 and still in High School. < g G?
>

This is a gift Membership from:

Please indicate your Activity interests. Check as many as applicable;
Alpine Skiing ( ), X-C Skiing ( ), Paddling ( ), Biking ( ) Hiking ( )
Ski Trips Western US, Canada, Europe ( ) Ski Racing ( )
Wilderness/canoe camping ( ) Canoe Racing ( ) Stowe Clubhouse ( )
Other

Interested in volunteering ? Clubhouse, SWC Board, Snow Show, NY
Capital District Ski Council, Activities, other Club help such as outreach.

Make check payable to SWC and mail with the completed application
to SWC, PO Box 228, Schenectady NY, 12301
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