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ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS  

SWC, PO 228                        
Schenectady, NY 12301           10/1/09 
Club House Phone  (802) 244-8918 
SWC INFO Hotline  (518) 370-0304 

A SCHENECTADY WINTERSPORTS CLUB PUBLICATION  

Phone numbers in the Ski Chatter are in the 518 area code unless otherwise noted.   WEB Site: www.swcweb.org 

Oct 8 th Awards Ceremony 
October 8th marks the first annual SWC Summer 
Awards Ceremony. Yup, the folks that toiled in the 
off-season (some of us call it the off-season) get an 
opportunity to spread and receive a few kudos. Pad-
dlers were paddling, bikers were riding, and hikers 
were  limbing, and the rest of us were thinking about 
joining them. Who are those people? How good are 
they? How far did they go? "Sweet" Anna Dugan, 
"Uncle" Donnie Patneaude, "Bishop" Bill Kornrumpf, 
and "Dynamo" John Rack will MC the awards night 
for the Paddlers, Bikers, and Hikers. Awards of some 
type will be announced for the Most Valuable, Most 
Improved, Most Miles, Most Memoriable and any oth-
er such notable accomplishments that they feel 
should be recognized. This is an opportunity to hear 
about the stars, up-and-comers, and obsessive com-
pulsive SWCers that "just do it" through the summer. 
Join us for a evening of well desreved recognition. 

There is a social session from 7:00 to 7:30 
where, over a beer or an iced tea, you can catch 
up on what is happening in the Club while the 
formal meeting starts at 7:30. 

Ancient Order of Hibernians 1748 State St . is just 
east of Rt 7 (the Cross town) in uptown Schenectady.  
To find the Ancient Order of Hibernians  take State 
Street toward Albany.  It is on the right side approx-
imately 4 ½ blocks past the Rt 7 overpass.  If coming 
from the Thruway take I-890 to Rt 7 East and exit at 
State Street (Rt 5).  Turn right at the top of the ramp 
and go East 4 ½ blocks.  From the Troy direction, 
take Rt. 7 all the way to State Street (Rt 5) and turn 
left at the top of the ramp and go 4 ½ blocks to 1748 
State St. on the right. 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Oct 22 Club Meeting at Hibernians Hall 
Oct 10 Last day to purchase Mad Cards 
Oct 9-12 Leaf Peepers/Paddlers Clubhouse weekend 
Oct 23-25 Work weekend at the Clubhouse 
Nov 5 Club Meeting at Hibernians Hall 
Nov 6-8 Albany Snow Show 
Nov 19 Club Meeting at Hibernians Hall 
Nov 20 & 21 Warren Miller Movie 
Nov 21 Holiday Parade 
Dec 5 Holiday Party (mark your calendars) 

 

Oct 22 Goldstocks 
Goldstocks presents the annual SWC "Whats New " 
equipment update.  As owner of America's Oldest Ski 
Shop, Doug will once again show us what's new, 
what's hot and what's not. Alpine, Telemark, Back 
Country, Snow Shoes and more - Always the best 
show and tell of the year, don't miss it. Doug will also 
answer questions about his 2010 Bus Charters to 
Okemo and Sunday River and the Goldstock DEMO 
DAY at Gore on January 3rd.. 
 

November Meetings 
In the lineup for November is Gore about the lift and 
the ski bowl interconnect. 
 

Paddlers' / Leaf Peepers' Week-
ends merged on Oct 9 to 12 

This year, the October Paddlers and Leaf Peepers 
will merge their celebration of Vermont color over the 
long Columbus Day weekend.  Ed Miller is hosting. 

This way, you can paddle, hike, bike, walk, shop, 
visit or whatever with the extra days--sounds like fun, 
yes?!  Be sure to call Ed Miller (489-7216) 
(swclodgeres@yahoo.com ) for your reservation.  If 
last year's Holiday Party slides of the patchwork of 
autumn colors reflecting on the water are any indica-
tion of what you'll see this year, you won't want to 
miss it! 
 

Work Weekend Oct 23-25 
The fall work weekend will be on Oct 23-25 this year.  
There will be a focus on quality of life work this fall.  We 
will be focusing on the living areas, better lighting, a 
reading nook, and cleaning up the recreation areas in 
the basement.  Mark your calendar now and give Bill 
Kornrumpf a call (370-4017) to reserve a spot.  He will 
be on vacation till Oct 2nd so if he doesn’t get back to 
you don’t take it personally.  He will have hundreds of 
emails to go through when he gets back in town. 
 

Meatheads for Thursday Nov 19 
Not Meatballs – Meatheads! Check them out - 
http://www.meatheadfilms.com/galleries/video/56
4869912/.  Northeast extreme skiing.  The loca-
tion has not yet been determined but will be an-
nounced shortly – Watch the SWC Web page 
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Word from President   
My friend Shaggy (not his real name) has been in-
volved with SWC for a long time.  Longer than I've 
known about the club.  He knows some of the 'ol time-
rs.  Shaggy goes way back.  He was at Woodstock.  
Occasionally throughout the years, he's been a mem-
ber of SWC.  He's got good ideas.  He says things like 
“they outta......”.   But it sounds a little hollow when it 
comes from a non-member.     
 

Shaggy recently retired.  For a gift his ski buddies, the 
SkiDudes, bought him a two year membership.  Now 
Shaggy is covered through March 2011.  Shaggy's a 
paddler as well as a skier.  He has stories about taking 
a train to the end of the line in Quebec, then flying 
north in a pontoon plane to paddle with the caribou for 
two weeks.  I know Shaggy skis.  He's one of the Ski-
Dudes.  Shaggy was unanimously accepted when a 
bunch of us saw him skiing the bumps under the Jet 
chair at Jay Peak – ahead of Sandy by 30 yards at 
3:30 pm – without a shirt on. 
 

Shaggy isn't fashion conscience and doesn't care what 
the Jones' are up to.  He's rather darn his socks than 
go shopping for new ones.    So what prompts Shaggy 
to send in his 20 bucks – when he does decide to be a 
member?  Cheap tickets? - Shaggy can get cheaper 
ones – if he's willing to pay, he's not opposed to hiking 
up.   Ski trips? - he's hooked up with ''Cheap 'O Ski 
Trips” for an annual splurge to Utah with 80 guys from 
Baltimore.  Lodging? - yup.  He knows how to use the 
clubhouse and his way around the Waterbury.  Cama-
raderie? - yup.  Shaggy loves a good BBQ.  Meetings? 
- nope.   Haven't seen him yet.  Paddling? - yup, but 
he's got his own thing.  ….....  And the list goes on.  At 
the end of it all, I'm not sure what makes him decide to 
send in his money.      
 

My friend Shaggy fits the club and the club suits him 
fine.   I'd bet there are more Shaggy types that have 
floated in and out of SWC for years.  We don't see 
them too often but we're glad to have 'em.  There's a 
good number that never joined and more that don't 
even know about the club.  Getting those folks to join 
would be mutually beneficial.    
 

We got Shaggy a two year membership because the 
occasion was right and we'd like to keep skiing with 
him.  And now that he's a member we can tell him to 
take care of those things that he's been saying the club 
should do.  If you know a Shaggy, talk to them about 
the club.  Give them a membership as birthday gift, or 
thanks for borrowing a tool.  Talk up the club – mem-
bership has its benefits.  Enjoy  By Pete Weykamp 
 

P.S.  The board is reviewing the idea Mutli-year mem-
berships.  If you have any opinions on the issue, talk to 
a board member.    
 

WARREN MILLER MOVIE 
is Early this Year 

Warren Miller's Dynasty, the largest action sports film 
on the planet, is coming to kick off your winter for the 
60th year! Narrated by skiing icon Jonny Mosley and 
presented in striking high definition, Warren Miller's 
Dynasty showcases fresh cinematography that will get 
you craving vertical lines, deep powder, and epic ad-
venture. This year's film takes you on a breathtaking 
global tour of some of the world's most impressive ter-
rain, including Alaska, Norway, California, Colorado, 
China, British Columbia and more. Join Chris Anthony 
as he treks into China's interior on a search for the 
birthplace of skiing, and get a rare look at historic clips 
from Warren Miller's vault of vintage footage. 
 
Once again the Warren Miller movie will be at the Pa-
lace Theatre and we have great dates this year: Friday 
November 20th at 8:00pm and Saturday November 
21st at 6 & 9pm of November.  Tickets are $22 each 
and are available from Jon Skalwold (382-8458). Pur-
chase your tickets from Jon by by sending him a self 
addressed, stamped envelope; a note with how many 
tickets you want, the date and time of the movie you 
want to see, your name, address and your phone num-
ber (in case Jon has any questions about your order); 
and a check made out to SWC for the full amount of 
the order.  Call the SWC Hot Line or visit the SWC 
Web page for more information about SWC members 
who are selling tickets to the WME movie.  Ticket hold-
ers are will receive a free lift ticket to Stratton and 
Windham; 2 for 1 lift ticket to Jiminy and $15 off a pur-
chase of $50 or more at EMS. 
 
Remember, this is the Club’s largest fund raiser.  Sup-
port your Club by buying your tickets from a Club me-
meber AND save the $7 handling fee the other organi-
zations will charge you.  As always, club members are 
needed to help selling tickets and with the distribution 
of literature at the door before each show.  Contact Jon 
Skalwold (382-8458) to signup to help. 
 

Albany Snow Show 
needs your help 

Club Members are need to “man” the booth at this 
year’s snow show.  Promote your Club and sell WME 
movie ticket! Contact Pete Weykamp (785-6433) to 
sign up today. 
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Volunteers Needed To Create 
Holiday Parade Float 

The Schenectady Holiday is the weekend prior to 
Thanksgiving, November 21, 2009 . 
Everyone has fun creating the float with Kathy Perre-
go.  She is very artistic, however she needs help.  
Please call Kathy at 869-1155 to join her committee. 
An after parade dinner out is usually organized as 
well, so it’s a good time! 
 

Holiday Party at the Stadium Golf 
Club December 5, 2009 

Mark your calendar!  It’s a great social event.  The 
buffet is great, it’s well attended, and each year 
seems to have a surprise!  More details will follow 
next month. 
 

Trip Announcements 
Goldstocks 2010 Bus Tours, 

Okemo (4 Sundays of January) and Sunday River (2 
trips).  See website 
(http://www.goldstockssportinggoods.com/) or call for 
details (382-2037) 
 

UTAH 2010 
Once again Bob Wright is planning a trip to Utah Feb. 3 
till Feb. 10 for the usual itinerary of going to little 
and big cottonwood canyons etc.  There are only a li-
mited number of space so contact him at 
wright19@nycap.rr.com for more information and 
availability 
 

Wanted: $100 donation Tax Deductible 
to underwrite an Archive Project  

Do you remember the 75th party E.H. Hull photos 
from the 1930's? A member came forward and his 
company has a big scanner, but has a fee for using it. 
Projected costs to copy these photos are under $100.  

My plan would be make these photos available to 
members as files on our website. They would be a 
great way to decorate a vacation home.  

Contact Bill Schaefer  
 

New Look for the Website  

Have you been to the Website lately ? There has 
been a color change which easier to read on more 
computers. If you had an experience where it was 
hard to read, try again.  www.swcweb.org 

Clubhouse Corner:  by Sandy Leith 

Gearing up for the 09-10 Winter 
Season at the Clubhouse 

Things are happening at your favorite Vermont 
place to stay.  There will be WiFi available for mem-
bers to use while staying in Waterbury Center.  The 
Club house committee has meet and discussions are 
in the works for some improvements to the rooms 
such as more storage space in the attic.  We are also 
looking at some kitchen upgrades and replacement of 
the older furnace. We have had a CD player donated 
for the Fireplace room and are looking to improve the 
“play” space in the basement, someone has offered 
an air hockey table!  Watch the Chatter for Clubhouse 
news. Reserve early and often for the `09-`10 winter 
season. Less then 70 days to ski season! We have 
will again have discounted, no blackout date Stowe 
and Jay tickets. 

 

Calling all Clubhouse Hosts 
As we near the `09-`10 ski season once again the 

Club House will need friendly, lively folks that would 
like to host ski weekends though out the season. As 
always, for your efforts you will stay free during your 
hosted weekend and also receive vouchers for addi-
tional stays proportional to the number of guest you 
host. If you are interested please contact Sandy Leith 
via email at traildiamond@gmail.com 

 

On-Line Reservations Coming to a 
Computer Near You! 

 
Look for an on-line reservations system coming in 
late October/early November.  When the system is up 
and running you will still be able to contact our reser-
vation hotline.  However, after many faithful years Ed 
Miller will be hading over the rains to Dave Slezak.  
There will be more information in the November Chat-
ter.  The email address will still be available for com-
munication regarding reservations and other con-
cerns.  

WANTED- 
A Club graphic artist.  Is there anyone eager to reach 
their inner artist??  We are looking for help with mar-
keting materials for the Chatter and other club promo-
tional items.  Interested?  Send an email to swclod-
geres@yahoo.com . 
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Enjoy the Clubhouse . 
Your Clubhouse committee works hard to keep 

the Clubhouse an enjoyable place - at the lowest 
possible cost to our members.  As members, you are 
part of the operation of this fabulous asset.  If you see 
a problem, please tell Bill Kornrumpf (370-4017) or 
Sandy Leith (727-4768) so we can fix it. 

 

New Clubhouse Director 
Don’t forget that Sandy Leith (727-4768) is the new 

Clubhouse Director.  You should now send billing 
forms and suggestions about the Clubhouse to Sandy 
instead of Walt.  Walt remains active on the Club-
house Committee and we all thank him for his work 
these past years. 

 

Wanted-dead or alive (prefer alive)  
Did you ever say "I could get a better program?"  
Did you ever say" How come nobody ever......"  
Did you ever say "Why don’t they...."  
Folks - the board is short on some positions. We 

need a few good intentioned people to help find a 
speaker or two, suggest an activity or 2 and that’s it.  

Attention Wives - did your husband recently retire 
and is underfoot ? We could use him. 

Attention Husbands - did your wife recently leave 
the PTO ? We could use her.  

This is LOW pressure - the club operates because 
many folks volunteer. Please step foreward for a year 
or two. (contact Pete Weykamp or Bill Schaefer or 
any other Board member.)  
 

Have you heard of Waterbury. VT? �
We usually the Clubhouse is in Stowe as most 

people know Stowe. It is actually in Waterbury Cen-
ter, VT. Why am I writing this note? If you are famili-
ar with Stowe and not Waterbury you are missing an 
undiscovered gem.  The rail station has been re-
habed and has a Green Mountain Coffee Lounge; 
there are many new restaurants and shops. The 
downtown has been flourishing over the last few 
years. We recently added a link to the Waterbury 
website from our SWC Webpage - check out Water-
bury next time you are up at the Clubhouse.  
http://www.waterbury.org/�

 

Design the SWC Flag Contest 
Yes, SWC wants a flag to fly. The winner receives a 
voucher for a two night stay for 2 at the lodge.  De-
signs can be submitted to the SWC PO Box or to any 
board member by December 1, 2009.  All designs 
should be in color and can be on paper or in an elec-
tronic format. Participants can submit more than one 
design.  Each submittal should include the designer's 
name and phone number.  The winner will be chosen 
by the SWC Board majority vote.  We'll fly it at the 
clubhouse.  And we'll have 'em for sale. You can buy 
one to raise at your house, or wave it on the moun-
tain as your favorite SWC racer flies by, or in the 
parking lot while tailgating. Who wouldn't want a 
SWC flag?  Get creative and enter your design. You 
could be the Betsy Ross for SWC. 
 

Other News  
 

Happenings at the SWC meetings 
Starting this September there will be a 50/50 raffle 
with a 2nd prize of a gift certificate for 2 nights stay for 
one person at the clubhouse. To start, the proceeds 
will go to upgrades for the clubhouse. To include: an 
online reservation system, WiFi and other general 
improvements. Depending on the success of this the 
proceeds may be used to start a scholarship fund for 
young skiers looking to become professional athletes. 
 

 

Mad River Glen Tickets from MRG 
The best deal is to buy the Mad Card. It is a booklet 
of 3 transferable day ticket vouchers. They can be 
used by anyone during the 2010 ski season. The Mad 
Card costs $129 so it is basically $39/day. The club 
can purchase them or they can be purchased by club 
members. Please note that if you have kids under 12 
you can get free season passes for your kids age 12 
and under with the purchase of a Family Mad Card 
for $179. See: http://www.madriverglen.com/deals/ 
We do offer club tickets at $50/day on weekend and 
$37/day during the midweek so the Mad Cards real-
ly are the best deal out there. Mad Cards need to 
be purchased before October 15 .  
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Gore Mtn. Race Weekend 
A block of rooms is currently reserved at the Black 
Mountain Lodge approximately 2 miles from Gore 
Mountain. ($64 sgl, $84 dbl, 89 trpl, $94 Quad, per 
night) for the nights of Jan 8 and Jan 9 for the Race 
on Jan 10. If you have not stopped there after a day a 
Gore, you will after this weekend. The rooms are 
wonderful; the food/dining are great and you can en-
joy real fireplaces for the evenings!  Our plan is to 
provide a social experience around the race. We will 
arrange for some race practice/lessons on the Nastar 
course on Saturday for those interested along with 
social skiing, (perhaps a guided ski to the Ski Bowl ?) 
and social hours and dinner among friends. 
 

Stowe Luau Report August 14 -16 
You missed Sophie & Anna’s Luau? Tough chitty-

bang-bang, buddy. Better make it a date for next 
year.  All had a good time. The meals were great, 
particularly Sophie’s luau on Sat night and the weath-
er could not have been better.  Various people took 
up paddling, hiking, biking, motorcycle touring, and 
grass-skirt swaying to the gentle beat of the Vermont 
trucks.  Paddlers did the Green River Reservoir on 
Sat and the Waterbury on Sun.  Both were good, but 
the Green River was spectacular with the lack of mo-
tor crafts. So, thank you Anna and Sophie, and Alo-
ha-ha-ha, Stowe. 

 
 Sophie, Luau Chef Extraordinaire 

Food, Food and 
More Food 
 

Folks enjoying some great food! Sophie's friend and Chef, Jose', prepared an original 
shrimp & chicken dish--fabulous addition to Soph's scrumptious delicacies.�
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Names and Numbers to Remember 
Board of Directors: 
Pete Weykamp, Pres H 370-0229 
(open), VP Administration H 785-6433 
Anna Dugan, VP Nordic H 489-5092 
Kathy Perrego, VP Activities  H 869-1155 
Dorie Valenti, VP-Alpine H 334-0652 
Anna Dugan NNYP President H 489-5092 
Lat Schmidt, Secretary,  H 372-2915 
Ray Asselin, Treasurer H 355-1882 
Sandy Leith, Clubhouse Director  H 727-4768 
Tony Dorangrichia, At Large H 435-9981 
Rich Vanderwood, At Large H 368-1149 
John Rack, Mohawk Valley Hiking Club      H-399-5081 
Bill Schaefer, Past Pres. H 382-8458 
Others: 
Jean Burton, Membership  H 872-2333 
Dave Slezak, Clubhouse Reservations H 522-5474 
Dawn Knutson Ticket Vouchers H 356-5242 
Bill Kornrumpf, Chatter Editor & H 370-4017 
        Clubhouse Facilities  wkornrumpf@ieee.org  
Allan Foster Blade Editor adfos@aol.com  H 438-5540 
Cecilia MacDonald MVHC Editor Cecilia@midtel.net  
 H 872-0823 
Dorie Valenti Webmaster doriev@verizon.net  
Clubhouse at Waterbury Center  802-244-8918 

 
Change Of Address Notices 

Change of Address notices should be sent to: 
Jean Burton, wburton2@nycap.rr.com or PO 46, Gal-
lupville, NY 12073.  Do not send to the editors, or the 
Club PO Box, they will get lost. 

 
Need a Location for Fun in the Hills? 

The fall months at the clubhouse are the perfect 
time to enjoy Vermont’s covered bridges, farm mar-
kets, micro-breweries, town fairs and leaf peeking. 
We have low rates.  Plan a bike weekend, a hike va-
cation, and paddle the Waterbury Reservoir right 
across the street. Off-Season at the clubhouse is a 
deal. If you have a large enough group, we can plan 
for your exclusive use. If you need some restaurant 
recommendations, we can do that, too!   

 

Web Site Address Problems 
Our old web address has been hijacked by a web 

predator.  Our new web address is www.swcweb.org   
We are hoping to protect this address now that we 
know there are bad people out there. 

 

Want Ads: 
Want Ads are run for two months and then are 

dropped unless you notify the editor that you want 
them extended. 
 
 
 
 

What's Happening at Stowe?  
A great website to find out what's happening in 

Stowe at any time is www.gostowe.com then at the 
top center of the page, click on "THINGS TO DO".  
You'll find all kinds of fun things to do as you plan 
your year round outings. 

New SWC/NNYP Facebook Page 
Rich Vanderwood has set up a SWC facebook 

group.  You can find the group by searching for 'SWC 
- Schenectady Wintersports Club'.  It is a spot where 
members can casually coordinate ski trips, car-
pooling, share photos and whatever else they feel 
like.  If you need more information drop Rich an email 
at vanderrs@hotmail.com . 

Chatter/Blade on Website 
The Chatter/Blade arrives at your doorstep on the 

first of the month.  As it is sent to the printer, we post 
it on our website. This means the Chatter/Blade can 
be viewed about the 20th of the month, or about 10 
days earlier. (The best part is the pictures look great 
in color).  In addition to the color photos and early de-
livery, there is more room in the web version for extra 
photos and information that may not make it into the 
print version of the Chatter and Blade. 
 

Purchase your copy of “Wintersports” 
(by Norm Dibelius) 

Copies are available for $10.  This book IS the 
history of the club. What better way to understand 
how our club impacted the history of Northeast skiing. 
Every member should have one. A great beach read.  
Contact Bill Schaefer by email or phone 
wschaefe1@nycap.rr.com  or 370-0229. 
 

SWC Logo Fitness Fleece 
And other great SWC Things 

Do your Holiday shopping early.  We are taking 
orders for SWC monogrammed LL Bean fleeces.  
They are great for hanging around or use as a layer 
in your ski outfit.  This year we have several colors.  
For men: Black, Deep Red, Bottle Blue, Graphite, and 
Night (navy blue).  For women: Black, Deep Red, 
Dark Plum, Green Tea, Ivory, Sea Blue, and Slate 
Teal.  Cost is $40 and includes a small fund raising 
contribution to SWC.  Call Walt Kangas (370-5136) 
with your size and color. 

We also have SWC decals in two sizes and embroi-
dered patches for your jackets.  We also have copies 
of the book “Wintersports” by Norm Dibelius.  You have 
heard mention of it and now is your time to purchase 
one for the holiday.  It is a great gift and winter reading.  
Call Walt for details. 
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Racers Corner:  
All racers, race chairs, race wanabes > there will be a 
NYCDSC Racer’s meeting @6:00 pm at the Polish 
Community Center (Washington Ave Ext) on Oct 8.  
As you know racing has been a part of our Club’s his-
tory but for all Clubs in the area it has seen a decline 
in the past few years.  One of the Council’s goal this 
year is to bring it BACK!  There will be free pizza. So 
come and bring some new ideas on how bring racing 
back to the level it once was – And bring a friend 

 

Hickory Ski Center 
Fall Greetings Fellow Ski Friends, I have wonderful, 

and exciting news regarding Hickory Ski Center!  We 
will be open for operation this winter season with a 
mountain manager, a trail groomer with all the at-
tachments, repaired lifts, lodge repairs and various 
other changes. A lot of work has already been com-
pleted in preparation of opening, however, we are in 
need of YOUR assistance in making this long over-
due event happen.  On Saturday, September 12th @ 
9:00am we will be conducting our seasons first 

work day. This work day will be in exchange for a 
voucher for a daily lift ticket or a voucher towards 
your season pass. The work day will begin at 9:00 
and end at 2:00.  You will need to come prepared 
with work clothes, and gloves, hiking shoes, long 
pants, and be sure to pack a lunch to enjoy while on 
the mountain.  If you are interested in offering your 
time to help rejuvenate and recreate this historic 
landmark of the Adirondacks, please email our moun-
tain manager, Shawn Dempsey at sdemp-
sey64@gmail.com  We are also looking for expe-
rienced as well as inexperienced ski patrollers, if in-
terested, please contact Steve Hoover at hoov-
ers@earthlink.net Have a wonderful day and looking 
forward to seeing you at Hickory! Martha 
 

Magic at Magic Mountain  
(editor’s note: this from last season but thought that it might in-
spire the right mood for the start of this season) 
Every once and a while the Gods conspire to make 
up a great day instead of being malevolent.  And 
even less frequently you are there to enjoy their con-
spired antics.  Those are the days that will go down in 
memory for ever.  There is always a decision to make 
around here about where to ski with so many great 
places from which to choose.  So during President’s 
week do you try a place like Stratton which has the 
potential of being crowded or a more out of the way 
place? 

This is where the Gods come in.  That week there 
were several back to back storms that dumped many 
inches of snow on central Vermont.  Just as important 
was their forgetfulness to send us that late Janu-
ary/early February thaw which preserved the snow 
from previous storms.  To top it off, a major snow 
storm was predicted for that eventful day. 
The decision was easy – let’s go to Magic!  I had 
never been there before and had long heard of its old 
New England charm and its ungroomed, natural snow 
runs that twist and wind down the mountain would 
provide interest and challenge to most any skier.  
With good snow coverage and more on the way this 
seemed to be the right choice.  It’s all about having 
FUN! 
 
And what fun there was to be had.  The “icing on the 
cake” was the snow that started to fall shortly after we 
arrived and, did I not mention, the lack of crowds.  At 
Magic every run is top to bottom, 1700 ft of vertical in 
every run, and with no lift lines you can really stack 
up the vertical.  After a while you don’t even notice 
the 15 minute ride back up.  The runs are each so dif-
ferent that you can forget where you are.  Luckily all 
runs end up back at the bottom of the lift.  While the 
diamond trails are an advanced skier’s delight the 
greens and blues will still put a smile on anyone’s 
face.  There is plenty of challenge in the likes of Twi-
light Zone, Witch and Goniff Glades, Heart of Magi-
cian, Slide of Hans and Sorcerer.  With the great 
snow coverage the only disappointment was when 
they shut off the lift at 4 pm while it was still snowing. 
 
There was definitely magic in the air at Magic that day 
and I am glad there was.  Magic Mountain can defi-
nitely be a great place to ski.  Oh yah, Bobby, this is a 
place for you; there is plenty of room in the lodge for 
everyone and it is kept at a comfortable 65 degrees.  I 
will definitely return to Magic the next time there is 
snow in the air. by Jon Skalwold 
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Monday Night Paddling and Potlucks 
for 2009 

The 2009 season at the Route 5S Kiwanis Park 
ended, and was another success - thanks to Terry, 
Geoff, and Donnie.  We could have wished for a few 
more paddlers, but the monthly potlucks, led by Heidi 
and Ellen, continued to be one of the most popular 
events in the Club itinerary.  So, plan to join us at next 
years events. 
 

NNYP Barge Chaser Race!  
NNYP’s last race of the year is the Barge Chaser,  

which will be held on Sunday Sept 27 that Grafton 
State Park.  There are 3-mile or 7-mile races; the 
longer includes two short portages.  Registration starts 
at 10am and races at 11:00. The crisp air, turning 
leaves at Grafton Lakes State Park is a great place to 
wind up the season.  Director Sue Knapik 518-843-
8133 or coitsbb@omh.state.ny.us asks that you bring 
a dish to share for the potluck picnic that follows the 
race – hopefully with some food in it. 

Time Trials  have continued to attract considerable 
attention at the Rexford Bridge, but have now finished 
for the season.  Thanks, Alec. 

 
Paddlers' Weekend  Oct 9 to 12 ��������

This year, the October Paddlers and Leaf Peepers 
will merge over the long Columbus Day weekend. This 
way, you can paddle, hike, bike, walk, shop, visit or 
whatever with the extra days--sounds like fun? Yes!    
If last year's slides of the patchwork of autumn colors 
reflecting on the water are any indication of what you'll 
see this year, you won't want to miss it! Call Ed Miller 
(489-7216) (swclodgeres@yahoo.com ) for your 
reservation. 

“Where In The World  
Are Alex Davis and Roger Henry?”  

   Alec Davis and Roger Henry competed in the 
Michigan Marathon Canoe Race which goes from 
Grayling, Michigan to Oscoda, Michigan, a mere 120 
miles with 6 portages.  You have to sprint a day or so 
before to get your starting position as the river is so 
narrow you can't start all 90 boats at one time.  You 
line up in lines down the street of 5 wide and who 

knows how many rows back it went.  Oh! It should be 
mentioned that the race starts at 9:00PM.  Trying to pit 
for them was quit a trick, finding them in the middle of 
the night, they did have red and green lights on the 
side of the boat which did help and I decided to buy 
waders so I wouldn't get wet waiting in the river.  That 
worked for the first pit, on the second one they filled 
up with water which wasn't very pleasant.  After that 
all the pits were at dams with hundred's of people 
around all night long.   
   They did run into a problem or two along the way -- 
got lost in the fog and ran into a log jam or two and did 
some swimming, lost a jacket and life jacket, but 
otherwise did very well for a first time attempt.  This is 
a very big event out there, people stake out their sites 
to watch the start at 8:00am in the morning and are 
very supportive all thru the race.  In fact the week prior 
the big race there is the Spikes Race where they put a 
2 foot rip in the boat which went all the way thru and 
got it fixed for NOTHING!  Don't hear of that around 
here.  All in all they had a good time and I survived 
feeding them all night long.  They finished in 17hours 
and 21 minutes.  Then the long drive home.             
                                                      ………Joan Henry 
 

For Sale 
Nothing this month.  For info, ads run free for 2 
months. If you want them to appear beyond then, 
please let me know 

 
Scuttlebutts 

·  For those few of you who are privy to the Foster’s 
mini camping trailer (a 13 foot fiberglass Scamp) - it is 
no more.  We got rear ended by a young girl in Maine 
who was in a large Ford truck, and whose air bags 
deployed on impact (30 mph).  Result: no injuries, Ford 
won, and the 13 foot trailer is now about 10 foot, and in 
a scrap yard!!!   
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Keep The News Coming 
Come on, take off those gloves and really hit below 

the belt.  Got someone you don’t like?  Good, then 
feature him/her in an article that bears no resemblance 
to truth!  Make up anything about your enemies.  
Actually, thanks for getting things into me.  It’s 
appreciated.  Water sport write-ups, photos, jokes, 
stories, etc. or activities that might interest the group 
(like hiking, theater, etc) are fine.  Send to Allan 
Foster: adfos@aol.com, 379 McCormack Rd, Albany, 
NY 12208, by the 10th of month.  Put NNYP, SWC or 
Blade in the email subject title line so I don’t Spam 
you. Pictures should preferably be less than 100Kb. 

Club Canoe Availability 
Remember that NNYP has canoes, paddles, PFD’s 
(limited), and one kayak for use by members: 
18’ 6” Wenonah CC   18’ 6” Lincoln CC   18’ 6” Sawyer CC  
18’ 5” Alumicraft        12” Acadia Kayak 
 

Club members may borrow these boats for a $5/day, 
$25/week donation.  They are located at Uncle Donnie 
Patneaude’s house at 741 River Road, Lower Rotterdam 
Junction (about 0.3 mile from the Kiwanis boat launch (518-
887-5483).  There are also four canoes at the Clubhouse!  
Actually these four could use a little Tender Loving Care on 
the woodwork.  Anyone interested in supplying it would get 
Anna Dugan’s eternal gratitude and something else (489-
5092) – you just can’t get better than that!!!!!. 

Since the availability of life vests (PFDs), is limited, you 
might want to bring one along if you have one. 

 

Statewide Events/Races  
More at nymcra.org or macscanoe.com 

The New York Marathon Canoe Racing 
Association coordinates races in NY State.  If you race 
canoes or kayaks, you should join NYMCRA.  It is a 
dynamic group, promoting friendly competition and 
fitness on the water.  NYMCRA: www.nymcra.org   
Sept 26,  Sat  Long Lake Long Boat Regatta,  Long L ake, NY 
Brian & Grace McDonnell; 518 891 2744  (AWA race hotline) 
macadk@northnet.org or www.macscanoe.com 
Sept 27,  Sun  Grafton Lakes Barge Chaser 
Grafton Lakes State Park, NY; Sue (Brisley) Knapik  518 843 8133 
coitsbb@omh.state.ny.us 
Oct 3, Sat  Holyoke Cup, 40K 
Joseph Shaw, PO Box 104, 27 Old North Rd, Worthington, MA,  
01098  413-537-8821; 76jps@alumni.williams.edu 
Oct 16, Sun  Mayors Cup New York City Kayak Champio nships  
North Cove Marina, NYC, NY  Ray Fusco,  845 440 3127 
info@nymayorscup.com  or  www.nymayorscup.com 
 

Horses at the Waterbury Reservoir 
Moss Glen Falls 
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              10/1/09        
Conservation Report 
by Henri T. Plant  
 
Lest We Forget – March 24, 1984 
 

We must remember that this year is the 20th   
Anniversary of the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Eleven mil-
lion gallons of crude oil were dumped into Alaska’s 
Prince William Sound. It ruined 1,300 miles of pristine 
coastline, killed the local fisheries, destroyed all kinds 
of wildlife (perhaps 4,000 sea otters died, plus sea 
birds and killer whales, none of which have yet re-
covered) and devastated all the surrounding com-
munities. 

Even after 20 years, scientists are still finding 
oil on the region’s beaches. The world has to be more 
than just careful about all its coastlines. So, before 
the energy industry goes helter–skelter in continuing 
their quest for off shore gas and oil, we had better be 
absolutely sure that any oil drilling will be free of all 
potential leaks. We also need to make every tanker 
carrying crude oil have double walls. Then, these 
regulations must be strictly enforced!                
 
Please call leader in advance; weather and other factors may 
cause changes. Please, no pets on any hike as a courtesy to oth-
ers. This is a volunteer organization and with any activity there is 
a presumption of risk. Each participant is responsible for his or 
her own safety. Bring ample food and water, dress appropriately. 
Hike leaders :  Please send your reports to: 
Cecilia A. MacDonald, 260 Sever Road, Delanson, NY 12053. 
 
 
 
Sunday , September 20 - Join Cecilia  MacDonald  for a 
day at either Merck Forest  in Rupert, Vermont or Huyck 
Preserve  in Rensselaerville. Call Cecilia at 872-0823 for 
reservations and finalized plans. Call early and cast a vote 
on the trip itinerary. 
 

Saturday,  September 26 - Join John Rack  for an easy 
walk at Bill Seward's Trails in West Glenville, where there 
are a few hills (not steep) and a pond. We'll be doing plant 
identification, so bring along your field guides if you have 
any. The trip will last an hour to an hour and a half, so it’s a 
good time to meet with friends (old and new) and enjoy an 
early fall day. It's nearby and easily  accessible. Meet at 

John's house at 42 St. Stephens Lane at 10 o'clock. Call 
John for sign-up and directions to his house at 399-5081. 
 
Saturday , October 3 - Hike to the snow hole. Join us for 
this beautiful time of the year to hike the snow hole on the 
Taconic Trail . Call Margaret Parks 728-6690 for details 
and meeting time at the Wal-mart Park & Ride on Rte. 7 
east of Troy in Brunswick. 4 miles round trip. 
 
Sunday,  October 4 - Walk the Warren County Nature 
Trail along the Hudson, then explore some interesting fea-
tures of the Pack Forest to include an easy walk up Mt. 
Wood for a great view, and a short trek on the Grandmoth-
er's Tree Nature Trail. A leisurely trip with lots of time to 
rest and enjoy the fall colors. Call Ruth Hasler for details at 
374-9900. 
 
Saturday , October 24 - Lake Minnawaska  is situated on 
the dramatic Shawangunk Ridge and has outstanding 
views of the nearby Catskill Mountains. Call Margaret 
Parks at 728-6690 for car-pooling arrangements and meet-
ing place and time. 4-10 miles depending on preference of 
the group. 
 

Trip Tales 
 

Sunday, August 23 - Five cyclists rode on the Feeder 
Canal bike path from Glen Falls to Fort William. We 
thank Margaret Parks, who took over leadership, as 
Joe Nicolella was unable to lead us. It was a nice day 
weather-wise and the scenery at times was lovely. 
The river reflecting the flora along the trail made you 
feel like you were down in a southern mangrove 
swamp. It was beautiful.                                     CAM 
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Thursday, September 3 - Three hikers wended their 
way up Acadia Mountain in Acadia National Park in 
Maine. The parking lot was full to bursting and we 
found the mountain quite well populated. The day 
was spectacular, cool with a blue, blue sky and all the 
wonderful sights and sounds one associates with 
Maine. The trip up was moderate but interesting; it 
was made easier by the height of only 681 feet, but 
the views of Sommes Sound, a fiord, on the left and 
Long Lake on the right were breathtaking. We had 
conversations with many very interesting people, 
which added to the enjoyment of the day.      CAM 
 

 
 

Wednesday, September 9 - Today we did one of my 
favorites, Jordan Pond Cliffs. Neither of the other two 
had been here before and were delighted by it. You  
follow above the pond nearly the entire length of the  
pond, and was it reminiscent of Crane Mountain, with 
its craggy rocks, ups and downs and altogether chal-
lenging and FUN!  We met a work crew, which was 
repairing one of the more interesting down parts of 
the up trail. Finally reaching the top, a more normal 
height of 1194 ft., we had views of the Pond as well 
as the harbors of three towns. Again, the day was 
smiling on us and it was a "Maine day" all the way. 
Dinner at a sensational restaurant in Southwest Har-
bor was a perfect way to end a perfect day.    CAM 
 

Thanksgiving Breakfast  
 

We are currently preparing for the annual Thanksgiv-
ing Breakfast. We need about 6 volunteers on 
Wednesday, Nov.25 around noon to haul supplies in 
to the lean-to and as many for Thursday, Nov. 26 at 
6:30 AM to complete the process, start the fire, set up 
and generally be ready for the hungry Pilgrims who 
wander in. If we do not have commitments from that 
many volunteers we will have to skip the breakfast. 
So please call John Rack at 399-5082 to tell him you 
will help out on one or both days.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Thanksgiving cont.) 
We are limiting the participants to 50 people. Call Jan 
Fearing at 377-3158 to reserve your place, and then 
send your check, $2.50 for adults, $1 for children 12 
and under, made out to MVHC, to:  
Jan Fearing   342 Terrace Road      Schenectady, NY 
12306-1714.  
 
This is always the highlight of our year, so volunteer 
and reserve early. Only prepaid people will be served. 
See you there. 

 

 
 

Trail work on Jordan Cliffs Trail, Acadia 

 

Save This Date 
The annual club Hot Dog Roast  will be 

held on Saturday,  October 17 at 10 o'clock at 
Kiwanis Park . Bring a dish to share, plate, cup, 
utensils and a drink; the club will supply hot dogs, 
buns and condiments. 

Plan to bring your bike and we can ride on 
the bike path, or we can go for a walk along the 
path. Either way, we can work off some of the 

food. Call John Rack (399-5081) for reservations. 
COME ONE, COME ALL!  
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