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ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS 

SWC, PO 228                        
Schenectady, NY 12301           5/1/09 
Club House Phone  (802) 244-8918 
Clubhouse reservations    522-5474 
SWC INFO Hotline  (518) 370-0304 

A SCHENECTADY WINTERSPORTS CLUB PUBLICATION Clubhouse reservations  SWClodgeres@yahoo.com 

Phone numbers in the Ski Chatter are in the 518 area code unless otherwise noted.   WEB Site: www.swc-nnyp.org 

Elections, Ice Cream 
 Historic Club Videos 4/30 

Our official Club annual business meeting will be 
on April 30 at the Hibernian Hall in Schenectady.  The 
election of officers and an ice cream social will be 
featured.  During the ice cream social we will be 
showing the "50th Anniversary Commemorative 
Video" SWC's first 50 years - narrated by Ernie 
Tetrault and club founder Vince Schaefer. Ernie and 
Vince discuss the early snow trains while showing 
footage of “Ride up, Slide Down". Ernie continues the 
narration with footage of Rotterdam Hills, the racing 
program of the 50's and 60's, the early Stowe house 
project, and the first Towpath Regattas (45 minutes).  
The meeting is at the Ancient Order of the 
Hibernian Hall, 1748 State Street in Schenectady . 
We have a spacious meeting room and generous 
parking (You can park in the Bowling Alley parking lot 
to the east).  And, the liquid refreshment cost is very 
reasonable. 

There is a social session from 7:00 to 7:30 
where you can catch up on what is happening in 
the Club while the formal meeting starts at 7:30. 

Ancient Order of Hibernians 1748 State St . is just 
east of Rt 7 (the Cross town) in uptown Schenectady.  
To find the Ancient Order of Hibernians  take State 
Street toward Albany.  It is on the right side 
approximately 4 ½ blocks past the Rt 7 overpass.  If 
coming from the Thruway take I-890 to Rt 7 East and 
exit at State Street (Rt 5).  Turn right at the top of the 
ramp and go East 4 ½ blocks.  From the Troy 
direction, take Rt. 7 all the way to State Street (Rt 5) 
and turn left at the top of the ramp and go 4 ½ blocks 
to 1748 State St. on the right. 
�

No More Meetings till September 
We will not have any scheduled meetings till the 

fall.  The 4/30 meeting was the last one.  Enjoy your 
summer and spend your Thursday nights biking and 
paddling.  See you in the Fall. 
�

 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
April 30 Annual Meeting with Elections & Ice Cream  
May 2-3 Spring Work weekend at the Clubhouse 
May 7 First Thursday night bike ride (every Thursday) 
June 12 Club Summer Picnic Crossings Park,Colonie 
June 18 Towpath Regatta 
July 18 & 19 Electric City Regatta Fun Day 
July 26 Canoe/Kayak the Battenkill with Lat Schmidt 
Aug 7-9 Clubhouse Antique Car & bicycling weekend 
Aug 14-16 Clubhouse Hawaiian Luau with Sophie 

Spring Clean up, Fix-up    May 1-3 
The Spring clean-fix up weekend is May 1-3 this 

year.  We have lots of cleaning, painting and fixing to 
do so plan on coming up and helping.  We have both 
inside and outside chores planned.  One of the 
outside chores is to work on our sump-pump pipes 
that go under the driveway.  It seems we have 
developed a blockage after only 20 years of use (and 
just after the warrantee period is up).  Inside, we will 
be doing more painting and finishing work like 
baseboards and trim.  Call Bill Kornrumpf (370-4017) 
to sign up and get a good room (a good room is 
defined as one where we will not be making a mess).  
There may even be some time set aside to do a 
quick hike if the trails have dried out. 
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Back by popular demand!  The event will be held 
at The Crossings Park in Colonie, Albany-Shaker 
Road, ½ mile from Wolf Road, (www.colonie.org). 
This is a “bring a dish to share” picnic; the Club will 
provide the meat portion, soft drinks and water. The 
pavilion has been reserved for the day, so club 
members can ride bikes or take a walking tour in the 
afternoon. The open space allows for bocce ball, 
croquet and other fun games. Dinner will be served 
at 6 P.M. to allow the working members to join the 
fun after work. Bring a chair, adult beverages, and an 
appetite for delicious food. 
�

Thursday Night Biking Kickoff 5/7 
Our season begins on May 7 with Terry Tamer as 

our new ride leader.  Remember that biking is an 
excellent form of acerbic (or is that aerobic?) exercise 
and it is a great way to keep in shape for next year’s 
snow season.  As you can see from the schedule 
inside, a number of hosts have called and signed up 
for their favorite Thursday.  There are only two dates 
left.  We thank all the hosts who have volunteered to 
lead a ride.  Call Terry (435-1704) to volunteer.  Your 
fellow club members will really appreciate it. 

See the Chatter centerfold for biking details and 
directions to the rides.  Each Thursday the host plans 
at least two rides (a short easy ride and a longer 
more challenging ride) so there is something for 
everyone.  There are maps provided and all you need 
to bring is your bike and a helmet (helmets are 
required for all riders with SWC). 1
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President's Corner: by Bill Schaefer 
Over the the last few years, we have talked a lot 

about SWC’s 75th Anniversary.  This past March 4th 
was the 75th anniversary of the Ski Train. Lest we 
forget other anniversaries, this year marks the 80th 
Anniversary of the Mohawk Valley Hiking Club. 
Congratulations!  For those who have not purchased 
our book “Wintersports”, or attended one of our 
history shows, SWC was spawned from the MVHC. 
They formed in the peak of the depression from the 
activities of the Schenectady Conservation Council. 
This group frequently left Schenectady by trolley or 
train to hike the hills and peaks surrounding the area. 
It was after a 2 week camping trip to the 1932 winter 
Olympics that they decided to form SWC.  Some of 
the notable local impacts MHVC had over the years 
are the preservation of the Christman Sanctuary, the 
construction and maintenance of hiking trails in the 
Feathersonhaugh and Charleston Forests, the 
Potterkill and County Forest, and sections of the Long 
Path project. To learn more about the early days of 
the clubs, pick up a copy of “Wintersports”.  

 
 

Spring Skiing (by Bill Kornrumpf)  
It happened again this year, it was a glorious 

spring skiing season.  For three weekends in a row, 
Saturday dawned clear and balmy.  The mountain 
had some fresh snow and the skiing could only be 
termed Ideal Spring Conditions.  Your editor was able 
to ski all of his favorite trails from top to bottom.  
These included the groomers, the glades and the 
steep & challenging front four of Stowe.  Even the 
narrow S-53 original 30’s trail was a piece of cake.  I 
had time to stop by and say Hi to our old friend Lee 
Tomlinson along the Goat all three weekends.  Those 
who did not ski in March and April missed some of 
the best skiing of the year. 

The parking lot was filled with the smell of 
barbeques cooking burgers and dogs as the sun set 
over the top of the mountain in the afternoon.  It 
reminded me of the SWC parking lot parties in the old 
days, and we raised a glass to toast the memories 
back at the Clubhouse. 

 
 

Purchase your copy of “Wintersports” 
(by Norm Dibelius)  

Copies are available for $10.  This book IS the 
history of the club. What better way to understand 
how our club impacted the history of Northeast skiing. 
Every member should have one. A great beach read.  

Contact Bill Schaefer by email or phone 
wschaefe1@nycap.rr.com  or 370-0229.  

 

Web Site Address Problems 
Our old web address has been hijacked by a web 

predator.  Our new web address is www.swcweb.org   
We are hoping to protect this address now that we 
know there are bad people out there. 

 
Your Newsletter is going Green 

The Board has decided to give you the option to 
go Green.  Fiscal year June 1, 2009 to May 31, 2010 
will have a newsletter option: “Receive by mail”  or 
“Postcard  notice ”.  The answer is yes or a check 
mark.  By checking “Receive by mail:”  you will 
receive the newsletter by mail as always.  If you 
select “Postcard  notice ” you will receive a post card 
reminding you to access the newsletter at the website 
www.swcweb.org.  “Postcard notice”  saves on 
printing and mailing costs, which increase each year. 
By selecting the second choice, you will receive a 
notice generally two weeks before anyone would 
receive the newsletter by mail and the pictures on line 
are clear and colorful. On occasion, the e-version will 
have additional material that did not make it into the 
paper version due to space constraints.  Please 
make your friends aware of this change.  
Remember that your dues are due June 1. 

  
 
 

Want Ads: 
 

Bike Rack  1.5" hitch holds 4.  Call Anna 728-4754 
 

Skis:  Volkl Supersport 6-Star 154 cm, Marker bindings, 
fresh tune $100 Call Gina Kornrumpf 370-4017 
 

Skis: Volkl 6 star skis, 178 cm, very fast and with a lot of 
life left - $125 - call Jon Skalwold 382-8458 
 

Free - Cross Country skis (while they last) 
- Trak Trooper 195cm w/size 40 boots 
- Trak Pacer 215cm  (no boots) call Ron at 882-6034 
or e-mail rcomstock1@nycap.rr.com 
 

Thule 2 bike rack  for 2” receiver, like new  $75.00 
Call Ronda Anderson 885-0971 
 

For Rent:  Lake George:  Hague/Silver Bay  – May 
to Nov, Weekly/Monthly. Year-round home on 6 
acres, Lake view, 3 BR, 2 Baths, Many public parks & 
beaches w/facilities & boat launch close-by. Fishing 
pier, marinas w/boat rentals, golfing, Lk. Champlain, 
Biking adventures, Silver Bay Ass’n w/ extensive kids 
and adult activities/programs inc. guided hikes at all 
levels, DSL, Cable TV, FAX, Canoe & kayak, Polite 
pets considered, Lois Radke, 518-587-3708 or 
lgeolois@verizon.net 

2
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Clubhouse Corner: 
Club House Reservations during 

the Spring, Summer, and Fall. 
Generally there is no need to reserve space at the 

clubhouse during the non-ski season except for 
planned, announced weekends.  If you are planning a 
large gathering (more than 10 people) at the 
Clubhouse, call Walt (370-5136 wkangas@yahoo.com) 
to make sure nobody else has reserved space for that 
time.  We need to publicize that there will be a large 
party at the Clubhouse so that other members will 
know what to expect when they arrive. 

 
 

Waterbury Center State Park 
This terrific body of water is just across from our 

clubhouse.  Waterbury Center State Park lies on the 
easterly thumb of Waterbury Reservoir, a quarter mile 
off VT Route 100. It is an integral recreation resource 
in Northern Vermont and one of the newer park 
facilities within Mount Mansfield State Forest. The 
Reservoir is the ninth largest body of water in the 
state of Vermont and was created in the 1930's by the 
CCC as a flood control project to protect towns and 
villages along the Winooski River Valley. From late 
spring to early fall the Reservoir is maintained to a 
surface area of 860 acres and has a maximum depth 
of 100 feet. To prepare for normal spring snowmelt 
and runoff, the surface area is reduced to between 
250 - 300 acres throughout the winter. The designed 
flood control capacity of Waterbury Reservoir is 
approximately 9,000,000,000 gallons.  

The park is located on a 90-acre peninsula with 
22 picnic sites, tables, hibachis, swimming beach, 
nature trail, trailer boat ramp, boat rentals, 
concession area and restrooms. For more information 
about this GREAT resource -  
http://www.vtstateparks.com/htm/waterbury.cfm 
 

 

Family Reunion ? Group of friends ? 
Get-away ? Just the 2 of you ? 

The spring, summer and fall months at the 
clubhouse are the perfect time to enjoy Vermont’s 
covered bridges, farm markets micro-breweries, and 
town fairs. We do reduce the rates from Ski season.  
Plan a bike weekend, a hike vacation, and paddle the 
Waterbury Reservoir right across the street.  

Off-Season at the clubhouse is a deal. Plan now 
for summer, spring and fall activities. Stowe has lots 
of special events planned: Dog Show, Antique Car 
Show, Bike race, Hiking, Ski Museum, Cabot Cheese 
Factory, Ben & Jerry’s Factory and there is the ever 
popular shopping and eating events.  If you have a 
large enough group, we can plan for your exclusive 
use. If you need some restaurant recommendations, 
we can do that, too! 

Above all, enjoy the Clubhouse .  Your 
Clubhouse committee works hard to keep the 
Clubhouse an enjoyable place - at the lowest 
possible cost to our members.  As members, you are 
part of the operation of this fabulous asset.  If you 
see a problem, please tell Bill Kornrumpf (518-209-
3244) or Walt Kangas (370-5136) so we can fix it. 

Intrepid SWCers at the Waterbury Reservoir 
 
 
 
 

SWC TOUR DE CURE TEAM 
Sun, June 7 the American Diabetes Association 

will conduct the Tour de Cure fund raising bike ride.   
You can help in one of three ways.  You can join the 
SWC Tour de Cure bike team on the 10, 25, 50, 62.5, 
or 100-mile routes.   You can volunteer to help with 
the event, including working the rest stops or you can 
support the effort by sponsoring one of the SWCers. 

Riders start the day with free bagels, fruit juice, 
and coffee.  Rest stops are every 10 miles on each 
route with bathroom facilities, snacks, and drinks.  
When you finish you will be treated to free lunch, 
massage, music, and more! 

Please help prevent and cure this deadly disease.  
You can join the team or sponsor riders through the 
web at http://main.diabetes.org/goto/SWC.  
Volunteers should contact Mary Patenaude at 
pooh32mcm@yahoo.com.  Contact Al Vollmer at 
allengv@nycap.rr.com or at 383-0341 for more 
information about the Tour & the SWC team. 
 
 

What's Happening at Stowe?  
A great website to find out what's happening in 

Stowe at any time is www.gostowe.com then at the 
top center of the page, click on "THINGS TO DO".  
You'll find all kinds of fun things to do as you plan 
your year round outings. 

3
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Stop the Tax at Small Ski Areas 
We need your help. NY Governor David Paterson 

is proposing the addition of sales tax on lift tickets 
sold at the privately owned ski areas in New York.  
Please take time to review the attached website and 
forward this link to any friends or family who are 
skiers. Adding up to 8% to the cost of lift tickets and 
lessons would have a negative effect on our business 
(areas in NJ, Ohio, MA, and PA do not charge sales 
tax.) Please get involved and spread the word. 
Thanks.  www.stoptheskitax.com  

Scott Brandi, President; Wes Kryger, Chairman; 
Russ Coloton, Legislative Chairman Ski Areas of NY 
 

SWC Logo Fitness Fleece 
And other great SWC Things 

Do your Holiday shopping early.  We are taking 
orders for SWC monogrammed LL Bean fleeces.  
They are great for hanging around or use as a layer 
in your ski outfit.  This year we have several colors.  
For men: Black, Deep Red, Bottle Blue, Graphite, and 
Night (navy blue).  For women: Black, Deep Red, 
Dark Plum, Green Tea, Ivory, Sea Blue, and Slate 
Teal.  Cost is $40 and includes a small fund raising 
contribution to SWC.  Call Walt Kangas (370-5136) 
with your size and color. 

We also have SWC decals in two sizes and 
embroidered patches for your jackets.  We also have 
copies of the book “Wintersports” by Norm Dibelius.  
You have heard mention of it and now is your time to 
purchase one for the holiday.  It is a great gift and 
winter reading.  Call Walt for details. 

 
 

Greetings from Bob MacKeown 
I had the good fortune to have a Bob Mackeown 

assigned as my roommate on a recent 70+ club ski 
week in Utah. We discovered we were both SWC old-
timers. Bob and family lived on Crawford road and 
were active when the club had the Pattersonville ski 
area and he helped in the creation (Bond and sweat) 
of the "new" lodge at Waterbury Center.  He and his 
wife Gary have fond memories of the rope tow, and 
trips with SWC to Mt Tremblant, Italy, Tuckermans, 
Ben & Jerry’s and good times at the lodge. 

Some of the friends he recalled, were Dick & 
Marian Clowe, Dusty Rhodes, Shields Bishop, Lee 
Tomlinson, Bob Distel, Mary K, Millie Ey, "a fast 
racer" named Mary Anderson and Ev, Paul Lozier, Al 
Fairbanks and Bill & Gina Kornrumpf. His son Doug 
raced with the Koch family for SWC.   

Bob sends best wishes to all of the above, plus 
those not forgotten but whose names can’t be quickly 
recalled. ie John E? (remembers him stranded on 
French Mt)  submitted by Ed Miller. 

Magic at Magic Mountain 
Once in a while the Gods conspire to make a great day 

instead of being malevolent.  Less frequently you are there 
to enjoy their conspired antics.  Those are the days that go 
down in memory.  There is always a decision about where 
to ski with so many great places to choose from.  During 
President’s week do you ski Stratton, which will be 
crowded, or a more out of the way place?  This is where 
the Gods came in.  That week there were back-to-back 
storms dumping many inches of snow on central Vermont.  
Just as important was their forgetfulness to send us that 
late January thaw, preserving the previous snows.  To top 
it off, a major snowstorm was predicted for that day. 

The decision was easy – let’s go to Magic!  I had never 
been there and had heard of its old New England charm 
and its ungroomed, natural snow runs that twist and wind 
down the mountain would provide interest and challenge to 
most any skier.  With good snow and more on the way this 
seemed to be the right choice.  It’s all about having FUN! 

And what fun it was.  The “icing on the cake” was the 
snow that started to fall after we arrived and the lack of 
crowds.  At Magic every run is top to bottom, 1700 ft of 
vertical every run, and with no lift lines you can really stack 
up the vertical.  After a while you don’t even notice the 15-
minute ride back up.  The runs are so different that you can 
forget where you are.  Luckily all runs end up at the bottom 
of the lift.  While the diamond trails are an advanced skier’s 
delight the greens and blues will put a smile on anyone’s 
face.  There is plenty of challenge in the varied trails.  With 
the great snow coverage the only disappointment was 
when they shut off the lift at 4 pm while it was still snowing. 

There was magic in the air at Magic that day.  Magic 
Mountain is a great place to ski.  Oh yeah, Bobby, this is a 
place for you; there is plenty of room in the lodge for 
everyone and it is kept at a comfortable 65 degrees.  I will 
definitely return to Magic the next time there is snow in the 
air.  Submitted by Jon Skalwold 

 
 

4
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Please call leader in advance; weather and other factors may 
cause changes. Please, no pets on any hike as a courtesy to 
others. This is a volunteer organization and with any activity there 
is a presumption of risk. Each participant is responsible for his or 
her own safety. Bring ample food and water, dress appropriately. 
Hike leaders :  Please send your reports to: 
Cecilia A. MacDonald, 260 Sever Road, Delanson, NY 12053. 

 
 
 
 
 
Saturday , May 2 - Walk and take in a talk on "Animal 

Intelligence" at Five-Rivers Environmental 
Education Center . An easy walk of up to three 
miles over varied terrain. Call Ruth Hasler  at 374-
9900 for time and details. 

 
Sunday,  May 10 - Great Flats Nature Trail.  Hike this 

easy but intriguing Mohawk Bottomlands trail    
through patches of woods and fields, and on 
boardwalks over marsh and stream. Home or 
haven to beaver, coyote, deer, fox and many birds 
and waterfowl. Call Ruth Hasler  at 374-9900 to 
sign up.  

 
Sunday , May 17 - Join John Rack  for a hike in one 

of our favorite local venues, Plotterkill Preserve.  
Call John at 399-5081 for sign-up. Meet at 
Rotterdam Square opposite Office Max at 
9:30am. 

 

TRIP TALES 
 
Sunday, April 5 - Five of us took to the trail at Five 
Rivers Environmental Center on a cool and 
somewhat windy day. Starting with the Beaver Tree 
Trail, we hiked to the dam and around the pond. 
There were two geese, but they were fairly quiet. 

 At the end of the pond, we crossed over to 
the path leading to the Vlomankill Trail. This is one of 
the most picturesque parts of the Center and was 
sheltered and inviting. Buds were filling out with a 
promise of spring. The stream gurgled along merrily. 

The path at the western edge of the trail led 
us to the North Loop. We followed it, stopped at a 
pond and were confronted by a very agitated male 
goose. He hissed. I told him we weren't going to hurt 
his eggs. He hissed again and finally swam away.  

The North Loop was detoured, so we followed 
to a path which led us to the Wild Turkey Trail. Over 
the bridge we took the smaller loop, a bucolic walk 
which, although short, is fascinating in its variety of 
terrain. A bench at the top of this loop gives a respite 
for weary travelers (sounds like we were in Siberia 
instead of Slingerlands).   

 

 
 
We followed the Old Field Trail back to a duck 

pond and, from there, to the parking lot. The Center 
had a maple syrup tasting contest to go with the 
syrup tapping at the Woodlot trail where we went to 
taste the "sugar water". 

All in all, it was a most pleasant day. Thanks  
to all my fellow hikers for joining me.                   CAM     
 
 
 

 

 

 
April, here at last 

Blue skies, weather warming 
Is it really spring? 

5



Thursday Night Bike Rides   2009 Season 
 

Bike Rides Start May 7  
Join riders of all skill levels every Thursday from 
May through August to get some exercise, enjoy 
the outdoors and socialize afterward over pizza.  
Terry Tamer is coordinating the rides, so please 
go easy on him and don’t wait for him to call you. 
Give him a call (435-1704) to volunteer to host a 
ride. 

The rides begin May 7 with a ride from the home 
of Holly Hawkes in Burnt Hills.  The rides will continue 
every Thursday evening starting promptly at 6:30.  
See the article elsewhere in the Chatter for more 
details about the rides and how to find Holly’s house. 

 Bike Ride Schedule  
 

May 7 Holly Hawkes 
May 14 Jan O’Hare 
May 21 Nancy Hauenstein 
May 28 Dorie Valenti 
June 4 Allen Vollmer 
June 11 Carol Meisel 
June 18 Towpath Regatta - no ride 
June 25     Patricia Evans & Paul Kurowski 
July 2 Lois & Will Seyse 
July 9  Bill and Gina Kornrumpf 
July 16 Geoff Moore &Terry Tamer   
July 23  Charlotte & Bob Distel 
July 30 Carol Hamblin & Bob Miller 
August 6  Don Patneaude & Judy Brandow 
August 20  Jean & Warren Burton 
August 13  & 27 Hosts still needed 

 

Ride Information  
 

The mechanics of participating are simple.  
Call the host to let them know you are coming  
so they can plan refreshments.  Allow enough 
time to arrive by 6:15 PM.  Rides begin at 6:30 
SHARP.  If you need a hand with your bike (air in 
tires, adjustments) get there even earlier and 
someone will be happy to help you.  A helmet is 
required for all riders . 

The rides are usually divided into longer  for 
the experienced and shorter  (less hilly) for the 
more novice riders. The host provides route 
maps, and refreshments after the ride, (like soda, 
beer, snacks, and pizza.)  It is customary that 
each participant contribute $6.00  towards the 
host’s expenses. 
 

Driving Directions to Rides/ Host Homes  
 

May 7   HOLLY HAWKES           399-2596 
  14 Davids Lane, Burnt Hills 
Take Rte 50 north from Scotia to Burnt Hills.  
Turn left at light onto Lake Hill Rd. (formerly the 
Old Homestead Restaurant on the far left corner).  
Turn right onto Goode St. (second right).  Turn 
right onto Davids Lane (second right).  Holly’s 
house is # 14, at the end of the street.   
 

May 14 Jan O’Hare   383-4768 
  45 Glenbrook Ct., Clifton Park  
From Albany, take Northway to Exit 9, go left on 
Rt. 146 for a short distance to a right turn on 
Plank Rd. which you will follow for 8 or 9 blocks – 
watch for “Woodcliff” on your left, the next left is 
Glenbrook Dr.  Jan’s house is the first on the left 
past the “dead end” sign.  Park in the driveway on 
right or on the street.  From Schenectady take Rt. 
146 east to a left onto Bruno Rd.  Right on Plank 
Road (at the end), first right onto Glenbrook Dr.   
 

May 21 Nancy Hauenstein  399-1695 
137 Crane Street, Charlton 

Take Rte 147 (Sacandaga Rd.) north out of Scotia 
and follow for about 5 miles to the top of the hill. Turn 
right onto Dawson Rd. and follow for about 1 mile to 
Crane St. Nancy’s house is on the right at the corner 
of Crane St. and Dawson Rd. 
 

May 28 Dorie Valenti 334-0652 
  24 Plymouth Ave., Delmar  
Take Thruway to exit 23, Exit immediately on 
right.  Left onto 9W at end of the ramp.  Go 0.6 
miles, stay straight onto McAlpin St.  Go 0.3 miles 
and turn left at traffic light onto Delaware Ave. 
(rte. 443).  Go 1.4 miles and turn left onto 
Plymouth Ave.  House is # 24, on right, at end of 
the street. 
 

June 4 Allen & Barbara Vollmer 
 30 Leonardo Dr., Clifton Park 383-0341  
Northway,  take exit 10.  Go west short distance 
and left onto Pierce Rd.  Pierce road to the end, 
cross Kinn’s Road and continue straight on 
Twilight Drive to the end.  Turn right onto 
Appletree, go one block and turn left onto 
Leonardo Drive.   
From Schenectady , From Rt. 146, turn left at 
146A.  Continue on 146A for a few miles and turn 
right onto Kinns Road. At Country Knolls South 
entrance, turn right onto Twilight Drive. Follow 
directions above on Twilight.   
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May 1, 2009 

Monday Night Canoeing  
& Potluck Suppers starts May 4 

Monday Night Paddling begins May 4.  Join Terry 
and Geoff at 6:00 PM any Monday evening through 
September as they demonstrated the finer points of “le 
canooeng dans le Mohawk”.  We start at Kiwanis Park 
in Rotterdam Junction on Route 5S.  Canoes and 
paddles are available (see later) but if you have a life 
vest (PFD) you should bring it along.  Terry and Geoff 
have also volunteered to provide instruction in safety 
and paddling if you are not experienced.  Call 435-
1704 so that they know you are coming and don’t 
leave without you.  You will do roll-overs in minutes. 

 

The traditional Potluck Feasts  will be held the 
SECOND Monday  of each month, starting in June 
(May is toooo cold). The dates are 6/8, 7/13, 8/10 and 
9/14.  These have been popular get-togethers through 
the years, so come and join in.  On potluck nights, you 
might want to start paddling around 5:30pm.  We’ll 
plan for the food to start at 7:00pm.  Bring a hot or cold 
dish for the group (remember to put food in the dish) 
and your own beverages.  Heidi and Ellen have agreed 
to spearhead these potlucks (shotgun volunteers), 
additional help would be appreciated.  Speak up, OK. 

 

Join in the NNYP Canoe Races, You’All!  
Remember to start training right now for the annual 

NNYP races. The Distel’s, Judy, Sandy, Joe N, 
Ebeneezer and Dorie are all thinking constantly about 
them already, so why not you.. 

 

We will run our traditional NNYP races as well as 
the long-standing weekly time trials.  The 4.5 mile 
Towpath Regatta will take place on Thursday June 
18th, beginning at Jumpin’ Jacks in Scotia and ending 
at Aqueduct Park in Niskayuna.  Registration opens at 
5:30pm and the race starts at 6:30.  Mucho-Grande-
Big-Pockets Race Director Geoff Moore:  
gmoore03@nycap.rr.com or 518-435-1704 has agreed 
to pay the entry fee for everyone. 

 

The Electric City Regatta  is a two day event.  
Saturday July 18th we’ll have the NYMCRA amateur 
points race, the recreational races, and the fun races.  

 Sunday, July 19th will be the 4 mile Barton Cup 
qualifier for youth paddlers, the C1 Pro race, and 
amateur, stock, recreational and kayak races.  
Proceeds from Sunday’s races will be donated to 
NYMCRA, the organization that oversees canoe and 
kayak racing throughout New York.  Start/finish both 
days will be at Lock 9 Park in Rotterdam Junction.  
Please help us get the word out so our event will be a 
success.  Contact Ed Greiner 518-875-6497, 
eleccityrace@yahoo.com, or www.eleccityrace.org.  

 

NNYP’s third race, the Barge Chaser  is Sunday 
September 27th.  There are 3- mile and 7-mile races, 
the longer one including two short portages.  Register 
starts at 10am and races at 11:00. The crisp, clear air 
and turning leaves at Grafton Lakes State Park is a 
great place to wind up the season.  Director Sue 
Knapik 518-843-8133 or coitsbb@omh.state.ny.us 
asks that you bring a dish (also containing some food) 
to share for the potluck picnic that follows the race. 

 

Time Trials  will be all Wednesdays evenings, May 
6th.to September 16th, Aqueduct Park in Niskayuna 
(Mohawk River at the Rexford Bridge).  The course is 
a 3.65 mile loop on the Mohawk, and takes from 27 
minutes to a week (that’s why they are once a week). 

Sign-up is from 6 to 6:30, the start is promptly at 
6:30 PM (you should be on the line at the start)!  It is a 
good idea to get there a half hour early to set up your 
boat and warm-up.  Regardless of your ability or boat 
type, these time trials are a good opportunity to track 
your progress in differing conditions.  You can get 
some pointers from our veteran racers and practice 
starting in real racing conditions.  Registration is free to 
NNYP members and $10 for non members (first time is 
free).   

The weekly time trials have become something of a 
regional draw, bringing good paddlers from Virginia, 
New Jersey, North Carolina, Long Island, and even 
that foreign country, Albany.  However, anything that 
can float and be human propelled will find a class to 
win at the time trials.  Check the Thursday Gazette for 
results.  For more information contact Alec Davis at 
518-399-1435 or alecdavis@earthlink.net.    
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Paddle The Battenkill 
Sunday July 26,  2009 

   SWC/NNYP & ADK-Schenectady has a trip paddling 
the Battenkill in Washington County, NE of the Capital 
District. The late Betty Lou Bailey co-led this trip for 
many years. The day trip starts at the County Route 64 
bridge about a mile south (upstream) from Shoshan. 
This rural clear-flowing trout stream makes a scenic & 
fun trip especially with sunny summer weather. 
   Paddlers with canoes or kayaks need enough skills 
to negotiate the class I stream and be able to back-
paddle and land quickly in case of snags or downed 
trees. We plan to leave at 10 AM at the bridge above 
Shoshan. Pack a lunch since we will stop to eat and 
swim.  Take-out is at the  Meadow Camp on Skelley 
Road where a watermelon will be eaten. Sign up with 
Lat Schmidt (372-2915) or glschmidt17@yahoo.com 

For Sale 
Ads for 2 months.  If you want them to run longer, call 
Al Foster. 
Solo Racing Canoe. �
Wenonah J-193. 18 ft. 23 lbs. Excellent condition. $2600 new. Sell $1400.  
Contact Leon Barnish at 372-8396 
Cedar Strip Canoe..   
18 foot, excellent canoe for trips or camping, brand new condition. $950.  
Call Roger Henry at 399-0798 
 

Keep The News Coming 
Forget the truth.  Just send in the dirt.   But send in 

something!  Water sport write-ups, photos, jokes, 
stories, etc. or activities that might interest the group 
(like hiking, theater, etc) are fine.  Send to Allan 
Foster: adfos@aol.com, 379 McCormack Rd, Albany, 
NY 12208, by the 10th of month.  Put NNYP, SWC or 
Blade in the email subject title line so I don’t Spam 
you. Pictures should preferably be less than 100Kb. 
 

YOUR Dues are Due Now 
That means YOU, not your next door neighbor or the 
Price Chopper bagger you talk to every day.  The 
NNYP/SWC fiscal year runs from June to May so now 
is the time to get that mothballed checkbook out.  
Please use pen and ink – no quills. 

Good News 
Karen Terbush reports on a good friend of NNYP, 

Tom Conklin, former Park Manager at Grafton Lakes 
State Park. Tom, now retired, has been battling cancer 
since last summer.  After almost 9 months of radiation 
and chemotherapy treatments, Tom is now cancer 
free!  Since his last treatment, he has been putting on 
weight, getting stronger every day, and walking around 
now without the need of a walker or crutches.  Tom will 
need to get regular screenings to make sure the 
cancer does not return, but he is cautiously optimistic 
and looking forward to a long and healthy future! 

Tom would welcome phone calls or mail from old 
paddling friends to his new residence: 86 Tabor Road,  
Berne, NY 12023, (518) 872 -1279. He does not have 

e-mail at this time, but Karen will pass it along when he 
does. 
 

Hudson River White Water Races 
Make plans to see the 52nd anniversary of the 

Hudson River race.  The race schedule for this year is: 
Sat, May 2nd, 52nd Annual White Water Derby Slalom 
9  Register – North River,    
11 Novice Slalom followed by Giant Slalom 

 

Sunday, May 3rd, 52nd Annual White Water Downriver 
 9 Register – Train Station,  11 Race 
 

For details, contact the following: 
Hudson River Whitewater Derby Inc 
c/o Gore Mountain Region Chamber of Commerce 
PO Box 84, North Creek, NY 12853   518-251-2612 
info@whitewaterderby.com  

 

Club Canoe Availability 
Remember that  NNYP has canoes, paddles, PFD’s 
(limited), and one kayak for use by members: 
18’ 6” Wenonah CC   18’ 6” Lincoln CC   18’ 6” Sawyer CC  
18’ 5” Alumicraft        12” Acadia Kayak 
 

These boats may be borrowed by Club members for 
a $5/day, $25/week donation.  They are located at 
Uncle Donnie Patneaude’s house at 741 River Road, 
Lower Rotterdam Junction (about 0.3 mile from the 
Kiwanis boat launch (518-887-5483). 

There are also four canoes for members who are up 
at the Clubhouse, but no fair using them on Nosedive!  
Actually these four could use a little Tender Loving 
Care on the woodwork.  Anyone interested in 
supplying it would get Anna Dugans’ eternal gratitude 
(489-5092) – you just can’t get better than that!!!!!. 

Since the availability of life vests (PFDs), is limited, 
you might want to bring one along if you have one. 

Canoeing Books 
Roger Fulton has been publishing books that relate 

to paddling and/or nature trails.  Roger’s address is 
Fulton, 8 Smith St., Glens Falls, NY 12801, 386-956-
6089, Roger@RogerFulton.com 

The closest book is 25 Flatwater Kayak & Canoe 
Trips in the Lake George, NY Region .  A second 
book is 25 Flatwater Kayak/Canoe Trips in the 
Thousand Islands and St. Lawrence Seaway 
Region of New York State . Both include directions to 
get there, handy river launches, hidden creeks to 
paddle and directions in the streams. They include 
pictures.  The guides are designed to fit in your back 
pocket or fanny pack,.with GPS readings of landmarks, 
parking areas, etc. “Flatwater” not whitewater. 

Roger is working on another book this summer 25 
Flatwater Kayak/Canoe Trips in the Saratoga 
Springs, NY Region . (are you seeing a pattern?). Any 
input NNYP members would like to make on that 
publication, now is the time to contact Roger. He’ll be 
happy to have them join or guide him on their favorite 
paddles. 

These books are a 20-book Common Man 
Exploration Series of “outdoor books for ordinary 
people.”  They cover short hikes, both on and off road 8
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biking, wildlife viewing and the canoeing/kayaking 
books, covering Northern New York and Florida. 
Available at some local bookstores (listed at 
www.Rogerfulton.com), www.RogerFulton.com, or 
through the publisher at www.commonmanbooks.com. 

Roger Blogs at Florida : (http://www.rogerfulton 
.com/Florida-Blog) and Northern New York 
(http://www. rogerfulton.com/Trails-and-Tales) 
 

STATEWIDE EVENTS/RACES 
There is also a full slate of races held in the 

Adirondacks, mostly under the watchful eye of the New 
York Marathon Canoe Racing Association, see below.  
Why not take some of them in.  In fact, if you race 
canoes or kayaks in New York State, you should 
probably join NYMCRA.  It is a dynamic group, 
promoting friendly competition and fitness on the 
water.  Find out more at www.nymcra.org or 
macscanoe.com.   
 
 

May 6 to Sept 16.  Every Wed evening Time Trials, R exford, NY 
Alec Davis  518 399 1435;   alecdavis@earthlink.net 
 

May 2 - 3, Sat - Sun 
52nd Annual Hudson River White Water Races 

Saturday, May 2nd - White Water Derby Slalom Race 
Sunday, May 3rd   - White Water Derby Downriver Race 

Hudson River Whitewater Derby Inc 
c/o Gore Mountain Region Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 84, 
North Creek, NY 12853,518-251-2612 info@whitewaterderby.com 
 

May 2 - 3  Sat and Sun   47th Canton Canoe Weekend  
Rushton Rec, and Relay and C1/C2 Races,  Canton, NY 
NYMCRA C2 Pro Points, NYMCRA Points 
Chuck Bolesh, PO Box 616,  Canton NY 13617     315 379 9241 
Full race information, printable forms and waivers at  
www.slvpaddlers.org  or  bolesh1@gmail.com 
 

May 9 - 10, Sat - Sun 
Ed Wessels Memorial Regatta Weekend, Oneonta, NY.  
 Amateur C1 & C2 plus Pro C1 & C2 
NYMCRA C2 Pro Points,  NYMCRA Points; Ed Curley, PO Box 
2295, Sidney NY 13838; 607 433 0333w or  607 563 1524,  
ecurley@stny.rr.com 
 

May 16, Sat. 'Round the Mountain, Lower Saranac Lake, NY 
Flatwater race, NYMCRA Points 
Brian & Grace McDonnell  518 891 2744  (AWA race hotline) 
macadk@northnet.org or www.macscanoe.com 
 

May 22-25,  Fri - Mon  
44th General Clinton Canoe Regatta, Cooperstown, NY 
Many races.  Lori Roseboom 
www.canoeregatta.org or LRoseboom@yahoo.com 
 

June 12 - 13, Sat -Sun 
SLVP Madrid Flatwater Weekend and USCA Barton Cup 
Madrid , NY, Sat  Recreational, Amateur, C2 Pro 
NYMCRA Points,  Bernie & Amy Moulton,   315 322 4041 
bmoulton@twcny.rr.com  or http://www.slvpaddlers.org/  
 

June 6, Sat. 
Tupper Lake 9 Mile, Tupper Lake, NY, NYMCRA Points 
Brian & Grace McDonnell  518 891 2744  (AWA race hotline)  
macadk@northnet.org or  www.macscanoe.com 
 

June 14,  Sun Wild Goose Chase, Pittsfield, MA 
Patty Spector    413 637 6913  patty.@joshbillings.com 
 

June 18 Thus  Towpath Regatta,  Rexford, NY 

Geoffrey Moore  518 435-1704,  gmoore03@nycap.rr.com   
 

June 20, Sat  
Tiadaghton Elm Canoe Race Jersey Shore, PA 
Sat: Amateur and Pro C1 & C2, kayak and standard classes 
Amy Rankinen 570-745-7367 or Norm Ludwig 570-753-5136 
jrankin@pct.edu, or ncludwig@kcnet.org 
 

June 27, Sat 
Rochester Open Water Challenge – 3, 10 milers 
Dan Mum   315-573-3712, challenge@baycreek.com 
 

July 11 - 12,  Sat - Sun 
Armond Bassett Canoe and Kayak Race Rochester, NY 
NYMCRA Points, Kevin Berl  315 986 8361 or Tim Henning   
315 926 5749,  k_berl@msn.com or thenning3@rochester.rr.com 
 

July 18 – 19,  Sat. – Sun    Electric City Regatta 
NYMCRA Fundraiser Event, Rotterdam Jct, NY 
NYMCRA Points and NYMCRA C2 Pro Points 
Ed Greiner518-875-6497, eleccityrace@yahoo.com  or 
www.eleccityrace.org 
 

July 25, Saturday  14th Saranac Flatwater Challenge  
Pllattsburgh, NY; Gordy Santor and Bob Rusnak 
518 563 3229 and 518 643 0465 
gsantor@monaghanmed.com   rjrusnak@nyseg.com 
 

Aug 2.  Sun  St. Regis Canoe Classic, Paul Smiths, NY 
Jim Tucker,  Paul Smiths College, NYMCRA Points 
Paul Smiths NY 12970; 518 327 6389,  518 327 6150 (Fax)  
tuckerj@paulsmiths.edu 
 
Aug 11-16, Tues – Sun    USCA Nationals, Warren, PA  
www.uscanoe.com 
 

Aug 15, Sat Newcomb North Country Challenge, Newcom b, NY 
NYMCRA Points; Joanna Donk, joailie@frontiernet.net 
 

Aug 22, Sat   Remington ll 
Rensselaer Falls, NY to Heuvelton, NY 
Cathy Giglio315 379 9135; cgiglio1@peoplepc.com 
 

Aug 23,  Sun  Bear Mountain Challenge 
Kayak Training Series; Foundry Dock Park, Cold Springs, NY 
NYMCRA Points; Ray Fusco,  845 440 3127 
info@nymayorscup.com  or  www.nymayorscup.com 
 

Sept 11-13, Fri-Sun  27th Annual Adirondack Canoe C lassic 
Old Forge, NY;  Brian & Grace McDonnell; 518 891 2744  (AWA 
race hotline); macadk@northnet.org  or  www.macscanoe.com 
 

Sept 19, Sat12th    Annual Rochester River Challeng e 
To benefit  the disabled, Rochester, NY; Jan Whitaker585 292 
6107; janwhitaker@frontiernet.net or  www.adaptivecanoeing.org 
 

Sept 13, Sun 
30th Annual Great Josh Billings Run Aground Triathlon 
Lenox, MA; Patty Spector, 413 637 6913 
patty@joshbillings.com  or  www.joshbillings.com 
 

Sept 26,  Sat  Long Lake Long Boat Regatta,  Long L ake, NY 
Brian & Grace McDonnell; 518 891 2744  (AWA race hotline) 
macadk@northnet.org or www.macscanoe.com 
 

Sept 27,  Sun  Grafton Lakes Barge Chaser 
Grafton Lakes State Park, NY; Sue (Brisley) Knapik  518 843 8133 
coitsbb@omh.state.ny.us 
 

Oct 3, Sat  Holyoke Cup, 40K 
Joseph Shaw, PO Box 104, 27 Old North Rd, Worthington, MA,  
01098  413-537-8821; 76jps@alumni.williams.edu 
 

Oct 16, Sun  Mayors Cup New York City Kayak Champio nships  
North Cove Marina, NYC, NY; Ray Fusco,  845 440 3127 
info@nymayorscup.com  or  www.nymayorscup.com 9
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Scuttlebutts 
This is spooky, so read at your own risk!  Lois and I 

just got back from driving in the Oregon Cascade 
mountains.  They were undeniably beautiful with 
considerable pockets of snow at the lower levels. 

At one point, we rounded a corner and I caught a 
road sign out of the corner of my eye – it said “Bruno 
Mountain  Rd”.  It was right by a nice stream – the type 
that Mary liked.  It shook me up a little, so it was about 
100 yards before I could come to a stop to turn around. 

As I made the U-turn in this desolate spot, the car 
came face-to-face with second sign.  This one said 
“Whitewater Creek -. Marion County”. 

Shortly after, we came out of the mountains into 
the valley.  And there, about 10 miles away, were three 
stand-alone 12000-foot mountains.  We looked down 
at the map to catch their names – and discovered that 
they are called “The Three Sisters” – you could almost 
hear Judy, Jan and Sandy yelling to each other. 

Left me with a feeling that SWC/NNYP members 
really get around!!   For those of you who are into it, 
the web version of the Blade/Chatter has a few photos 
of this momentous event!!        …..Allan Foster 
 

 
 

Names and Numbers to Remember 
Board of Directors: 
Bill Schaefer, Pres H 370-0229 
Pete Weykamp, VP Administration H 785-6433 
Anna Dugan, VP Nordic H 489-5092 
Kathy Perrego, VP Activities  H 869-1155 
Dorie Valenti, VP-Alpine H 334-0652 
Anna Dugan NNYP President H 489-5092 
Lat Schmidt, Secretary,  H 372-2915 
Ray Asselin, Treasurer H 355-1882 
Walt Kangas, Clubhouse Director  H 370-5136 
Tony Dorangrichia, At Large H 435-9981 
Rich Vanderwood, At Large H 368-1149 
John Rack, Mohawk Valley Hiking Club      H-399-5081 
Jon Skalwold, Past Pres. H 382-8458 
Others: 
Jean Burton, Membership  H 872-2333 
Ed Miller, Clubhouse Reservations H 522-5474 
Dawn Knutson Ticket Vouchers H 356-5242 
Bill Kornrumpf, Chatter Editor & H 370-4017 
        Clubhouse Facilities  wkornrumpf@ieee.org  
Allan Foster Blade Editor adfos@aol.com  H 438-5540 
Cecilia McDonald MVHC Editor  H 872-0823 
                                  Cecilia@midtel.net     
Terry Tamer Thursday Night Bicycle Ride Coordinator 
 H-435-1704 
Dorie Valenti Webmaster doriev@verizon.net  
Clubhouse at Waterbury Center  802-244-8918 

 
Change Of Address Notices 

Change of Address notices should be sent to: Jean 
Burton, wburton2@nycap.rr.com or PO 46, Gallupville, 
NY 12073.  Do not send to the editors, or the Club PO 
Box, they will get lost. 
 

New SWC/NNYP Facebook Page 
Rich Vanderwood has set up an SWC facebook group.  
You can find the group by searching for SWC - 
Schenectady Wintersports Club.  It is a spot where 
members can casually coordinate ski trips, car-pooling, 
share photos and whatever else they feel like.  If you 
need more information drop Rich an email at 
vanderrs@hotmail.com . 

 The Three Sisters Judy, Jan & Sandy 
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(New applications received after March 1 includes  following year) 
Schenectady Wintersports Club, Northern New York Paddlers &  

Mohawk Valley Hiking Club 
PO Box 228, Schenectady, NY, 12301 

 

Name ______________________________________ 
Age Group (circle 0ne)  18-29    30-39    40-55     56-69   70+ 
Address________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________ZIP____________ 
Phone _________________ E-Mail___________________________ 

 

New Member (  )   Renewal (  )   $20 individual (  )   $30 Family (  ) 
 

For Family Membership, please indicate 
 

Name of Spouse__________________________________________ 
Age Group (circle 0ne)  18-29    30-39     40-55     56-69   70+ 

 

Names and Ages of Junior Members__________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
To qualify for family membership, children must be under 18 or 18 and still in High School. 
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How did you hear about the Club? ____________________________ 
 

This is a gift Membership from:  ______________________________ 
 

Please indicate your Activity interests.  Check as many as applicable; 
Alpine Skiing (   ), X-C Skiing (   ), Paddling (   ), Biking (   ) Hiking (   )    
Ski Trips Western US, Canada, Europe (   ) Ski Racing (   )  
Wilderness/canoe camping (  )  Canoe Racing (   )  Stowe Clubhouse (  ) 
Other _____________________________________________________ 

 

�
Interested in Club administration or other areas?   If so what areas?  
_________________________________________________________ 
 

Interested in working with the NY Capital District Ski Council? (   ) 
 

Comments ______________________________________ 
 

Make check payable to SWC  and mail with the completed application 
to SWC, PO Box 228, Schenectady NY, 12301 
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