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ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS  

SWC, PO 228                        
Schenectady, NY 12301           1/1/09 
Club House Phone  (802) 244-8918 
Clubhouse reservations    522-5474 
SWC INFO Hotline  (518) 370-0304 

A SCHENECTADY WINTERSPORTS CLUB PUBLICATION  

Phone numbers in the Ski Chatter are in the 518 area code unless otherwise noted.   WEB Site: www.swc-nnyp.org 

Book signing Lost Ski Areas of NH & 
Remembering Harvey Jan 8 Meeting 

Jeremy Davis, founder of the New England Lost 
Ski Areas Project (NELSAP), has published “The Lost 
Ski Areas of the White Mountains”.  He will discuss it, 
the NELSAP mission, website (www.nelsap.org), and 
be available for a book signing at our Jan 8 meeting.  

The White Mountains of New Hampshire are 
world renowned for their array of skiing opportunities. 
Today, a dozen resorts entice tourists and locals with 
their well-manicured trails, high-speed lifts and slope-
side lodging. But the ghosts of former ski areas can 
still be found (sixty ski areas have closed since the 
1930s). Jeremy has rare photographs, maps and 
personal memories to ensure that these beloved ski 
outposts, are given due recognition for transforming 
the White Mountains into a premier ski destination.  
The book is available at www.nelsap.org or the 
meeting.  Jeremy will discuss recent conversations 
with Ann Butler, who, along with her late husband Bill, 
owned and operated Harvey, later Garnet Mountain. 
Harvey, on Barton Mines Road in North River, NY, 
was a classic family owned & operated ski area that 
operated from ‘62 to ‘77. While modest in size (400’ 
vertical and a single T-bar), the ski area taught many 
to ski, and allowed skiers to enjoy an uncrowded ski 
experience. Located 2.25 miles from the top of Gore, 
and just a few miles from the North Creek Ski Bowl, 
competition was strong, but they filled a niche.  

Meeting is at the Ancient Order of the Hibernian 
Hall, 1748 State Street in Schenectady . We have a 
spacious meeting room and generous parking (You 
can park in the Bowling Alley parking lot).  And, the 
liquid refreshment cost is very reasonable. 

There is a social session from 7:00 to 7:30 
where you can catch up on what is happening in 
the Club while the formal meeting starts at 7:30. 

Ancient Order of Hibernians 1748 State St . is just 
east of Rt 7 (the Cross town) in uptown Schenectady.  
To find the Ancient Order of Hibernians  take State 
Street toward Albany.  It is on the right side 
approximately 4 ½ blocks past the Rt 7 overpass.  If 
coming from the Thruway take I-890 to Rt 7 East and 
exit at State Street (Rt 5).  Turn right at the top of the 
ramp and go East 4 ½ blocks.  From the Troy 
direction, take Rt. 7 all the way to State Street (Rt 5) 
and turn left at the top of the ramp and go 4 ½ blocks 
to 1748 State St. on the right. 
 

�

Wilton Wildlife Preserve 
Jan 22 Meeting 

Sarah Clarkin, Director of the Wilton Wildlife 
Preserve, will discuss the history and mission of the 
preserve and uncover this hidden gem located in 
Saratoga County where a few SWC members have 
discovered the cross-country skiing trail system.  The 
Preserve has 3.5 miles of groomed and set ski tracks 
from beginner (level trail with no hills) to intermediate 
(moderately rolling trail with some hills) for classic, 
skate skiing and snow shoeing. The mission of the 
Preserve is to conserve ecological systems and 
natural settings. Its goals are to protect and restore 
the endangered Karner blue butterfly, preserve open 
space, and provide recreational and environmental 
education opportunities. The meeting is at the 
Ancient Order of the Hibernian Hall.  

 

Feb 8 Meeting in Planning 
There will be a meeting on Feb 8 at the Ancient Order 
of the Hibernian Hall.  The Chatter is not sure what 
the program topic will be but we are sure that it will be 
interesting.  Watch for more information or go to the 
website and see if there is anything there. 

 

SKI UTAH with SWC Feb 4-11 
Bob Wright is organizing a trip this year to Salt 

Lake City to ski the Cottonwood canyons.  We are 
traveling on Weds and skiing or riding the four 
cottonwood resorts.  Expected trip costs are 
approximately $1250 total for air, ski tickets, 
transportation, room, and food.  If interested, call Bob 
days at 279-1428 or e-mail at wright19@nycap.rr.com 
to reserve your place. 

 

Correction:  The Clubhouse reservation 
email address was incorrectly given in the insert 
in the last Chatter.  The correct email address for 
Reservations is: SWCLodgeRes@Yahoo.com . 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Jan 8  Meeting: Lost Ski Areas of New Hampshire 
Jan 12-14 Stowe Ski Club Appreciation Days 
Jan 22 Meeting: Wilton Wild Life Preserve 
Jan 29 Mad River Glen Birthday $3.50 lift tickets 
Feb 4-11 Ski Utah with SWC 
Feb 5  Meeting TBA 
Feb 6-8 Climber Lodge weekend 
Feb 19 Meeting TBA 
Mar 6-8 Fowler Lodge weekend 
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President's Corner: by Bill Schaefer 
Happy New Year! Have you made any 

resolutions? Yeah, Yeah - we can all stand to lose 
weight, go to the gym more, and other noble causes, 
but how about the "good resolutions"? How about 
"going to ski more often ?"  How about "taking a day 
off to go"? How about taking a friend to the 
Clubhouse?  Here are three of my resolutions.  
1. No matter how tempting it is to watch the 

weather, I will not let the weatherman talk me 
out of going skiing. No matter how much they 
predict rain, we know it will be snow in the 
mountains more often than rain.  

��� I will try not to be distracted from a ski day by 
responsibilities. That's why we have more than 
one season.  There are only so many days in 
the winter - we need to use as many as we can. 
The chores will always be there. �

��� I will try to be pleasant to those who do not 
understand my first 2 resolutions. �

 Success in fundraising - A little fundraising has 
gone a long way. We recently held several 50/50's for 
the Chris Beckmen race support fund - thanks for the 
donations to date. I am especially impressed by those 
who donated their share of the 50/50 back to the 
fund. I applaud you and I am pleased to be your 
company. �

Enjoy the season - perhaps we'll see you on the 
mountain - or for snow shoeing or X-C, or sitting by 
the fire....Happy Trails - Bill Schaefer�

 

Car Pools to Stowe �
We have heard from a few members looking to 

either give a ride or get to Stowe. If you are 
interested, email me at wschaef1@nycap.rr.com or 
call me and I will get you in touch with the other 
parties. (Bill Schaefer)  

 

Give the Gift of Membership 
It is not too late to give a membership to a loved one, 
a family member or just somebody you think would 
enjoy the Club and it’s events.  There is always a 
membership form on the web and sometimes in the 
Chatter. 

 

New SWC Facebook Page 
Rich Vanderwood has set up an SWC facebook 

group.  You can find the group by searching for 'SWC 
- Schenectady Wintersports Club'.  It is a spot where 
members can casually coordinate ski trips, car 
pooling, share photos and whatever else they feel 
like.  If you need more information drop Rich an email 
at vanderrs@hotmail.com . 

CLIMBERS LODGE SKI WEEKEND 
FEB 6-8, Keene, NY 

We have again reserved the entire Climbers 
Lodge and Guides House run by Adirondack Rock 
and River in Keene, N.Y. for Fri. through Sun. 
afternoon, Feb. 6-8.  The Lodge is at the eastern end 
of the Jack Rabbit Trail, via the Barkeater Inn Road. 
There are accommodations for 26/27 persons in 
rooms for 2-4 persons plus a bunkroom for 6.   We 
have also had extra guests on sleeping bags and 
pads in the loft for a smaller fee.   The Climbers 
Lodge has kitchen facilities and living/dining room 
with fireplace.  The Guides House has a large dining 
room, and a VCR room.  Bedding and towels are 
provided.  Breakfast ($5) is served in the Guides 
House by pre-request.  It includes a choice of 
homemade granola, breads, fruits and yogurt.  Or 
cook your own at the Climbers Lodge.  Suppers are 
potluck.  There are some private rooms available and 
also beds in the bunkroom.  Cost is about $45 plus 
tax per person per night.  A deposit is required to 
reserve a space.  You may join us for only the day, 
but let us know.  If you plan to eat supper you must 
contribute a food item.   

There is a variety of skiing available in the 
area.  Some have gone to Whiteface for 
downhill.  There are groomed trails at Mt. Van 
Hoevenberg.  There have been x-country treks 
to Avalanche Pass, Jack Rabbit trail, and 
areas near Paul Smith’s and the Fish Creek.  
Friday afternoon, we always take a run down 
the Jack Rabbit trail from Route 73 to our 
doorstep at Climbers Lodge, a delightful and 
beautiful start to our weekend.  Hiking and 
snowshoeing are possible.  This has always 
been a wonderful time of winter sports and 
visiting with friends. 

Call Jean or Warren Burton (872-2333) or 
email them at wburton2@nycap.rr.com about 
space available.  Deposit checks ($45) should 
be made out to Jean Burton and sent to PO 
Box 46, Gallupville, NY 12073. 

 

Chatter/Blade on Website 
The Chatter/ Blade is timed to arrive at your 

doorstep for the first of the month.  As it is sent to the 
printer, we post it on our website. This means the 
Chatter/Blade can be viewed about the 20th of the 
month, or about 10 days earlier. (The best part is the 
pictures look great in color).  In addition to the color 
photos and early delivery, there is more room in the 
web version for extra photos and information that 
may not make it into the print version of the Chatter 
and Blade. 
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Clubhouse Corner: 
2008 Clubhouse Update 

Ed Miller is now taking reservations  for the 
2008/2009 Ski season.  He strongly requests that you 
email the reservation information to him.  There is a 
reservation email form in the Clubhouse page of the 
website.  If you can’t get to the website, you can 
email Ed at LodgeResSWC@yahoo.com be sure to 
include the names, gender, phone number and 
membership status of everybody  you are reserving a 
room for.  You also need to tell him who will be eating 
Sat dinner at the Clubhouse.  Do not expect Ed to be 
clairvoyant.  If your message is incomprehensible, 
your reservation cannot be completed and you may 
find yourself without a room.  

 

If you would like to be a weekend/holiday 
Clubhouse Chairperson , call Walt Kangas (518-
370-5136 (h), 518-461-9330 (c)).  He is keeping the 
schedule this year.  Slots are filing early!  Walt will 
provide instructions for new Chairs and refreshers for 
experienced Chairs. 

 

We have simplified the Clubhouse billing format 
by including breakfast in the room rates (for all days).  
Our expenses for food were exceeding revenue and 
some members admitted that they were using “just a 
little” of the Clubhouse breakfast supplies, but not 
adding it to their bill because there was no Clubhouse 
Chair to prepare breakfast.  So, all can now use the 
Clubhouse supplies for breakfast (whether prepared 
by a Clubhouse Chair or by the individual members) - 
it is included in the room rate.  We will have a 
breakfast meat, eggs, oatmeal, OJ, coffee and tea 
available so you can make your own breakfast during 
the weekdays when there is no Chair at the 
Clubhouse.  Our Quartermaster will try to keep the 
breakfast supplies complete throughout the ski 
season.  If you find that we are out of supplies, there 
is a store across the street for your needs.  However, 
you can only be reimbursed for your expenses if you 
have notified the Clubhouse Chair, Quartermaster, or 
Clubhouse Director in advance of the purchase.  
However, you can provide supplies as a donation if 
you would like to do so.   

 

Above all, enjoy the Clubhouse .  Your 
Clubhouse committee works hard to keep the 
Clubhouse an enjoyable place - at the lowest possible 
cost to our members.  As members, you are part of 
the operation of this fabulous asset.  If you see a 
problem, please tell Bill Kornrumpf (518-209-3244) or 
Walt Kangas (370-5136) so we can get it fixed. 

Ski Discount Deal of the Century 
Stowe and Jay Discount Tickets  

Ski Stowe, any day, anytime  for $50. ($45 for 
ages 65+ and 6-12)!!!  No blackout periods , good 
any day of the season. You must be a club member 
to take advantage of this deal.  We have sold 85 of 
our first 100 tickets and will reorder more.  Don’t wait 
to order them, as they may be gone.  

We also have Adult Jay Peak tickets for $40 good 
for any day.  We do not have any Junior/Senior 
tickets to Jay this year. 

For tickets send a self addressed stamped 
envelope to Dawn Knutson, 5 Colonial Dr., 
Schenectady, NY 12306 with a note identifying the 
location and number of the tickets being ordered and 
a check made out to SWC  for the full amount.  Give 
yourself plenty of time or call Dawn on 356-5242 to 
make sure she will be able to fill your order in time 
(she does have a life and may be on a ski vacation).  
Bill Kornrumpf will have a small supply of tickets at 
the Clubhouse – when he is there. 
 

Stowe Ski Club Appreciation Days 
The Stowe really cheap ski days are: Jan 12-14, 

March 18-22.  Last year the Clubhouse was packed 
(not quite full but packed).  Last season the skiing in 
March was superb with piles of new snow on a 
massive base.  Adult (<65) prices are ~$32/day and 
senior/junior is only ~$13/day.  There is an advantage 
to outlasting your younger friends.  Check the Stowe 
web site for more details. 

This year we are are planning that Jan 12-14, 
March 18-22 will be hosted.  Please make 
reservations for these days to ensure you have a 
room and meals.  Beyond the usual weekend meals, 
meals will be provided as follows: Sunday Jan 11 – 
dinner; Jan 12 & 13 – breakfast and dinner; Jan 14 – 
breakfast.  For the March event, plan on breakfast 
and dinner for Wed thru Fri.  Weekend hosted rates 
will apply to these weekdays .  See you there. 

 

Clubhouse to Ski Lift Bus Service  
The Green Mountain Transit Authority operates 

bus service to VT. ski areas. Take the bus and leave 
your car at the Clubhouse, or if you just want to be on 
a different schedule than your ride.  Depending on 
route, the cost is free, $1,or $2. You can take the bus 
to the Village of Stowe, from Stowe to the Ski Area, or 
to Waterbury for transfers to the Mad River Valley 
areas including Sugarbush.  You can flag the bus 
down at the lodge, or call on the day before to 
schedule the stop.  For schedule information, go to 
www.gmtaride.org.  
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Racers Corner: by Dorie Valenti 

2008-2009 Race Schedule 
MAGIC Mtn, Council race January 25 
GORE Mtn, SWC Invitational on February 8; 
STRATTON Mtn, OC Invitational on February 22; 
BROMLEY, ASC Invitational on March 15 (but is 
trying to reschedule for February 15.) 

 

In No Time (Tales from Bomber’s Clinic)  
And the trail went on.  As we ski toward the base 

lodge, the trail, stretches onward all white before us, 
and the sun, melting into a cold blue sky, we breathe 
warm air into our face masks believing we will reach 
the base lodge and as we gain distance and ski down, 
the trail curves to one side and over a small hill, we ski 
up and down.  We can see the lodge and the trail 
stretches on before us.  No ice, the soft snow, and one 
after another giant turns.  We stop.  “What's going on?”  
No one answers.  No one knows. “We can't seem to 
get to the end of the trail!”  The SWC ski team looks 
down the long stretch of white.  We smell lunch, as if 
the cook pointed his exhaust fan out of the kitchen 
window and up toward us beckoning us to come in, 
challenging us! And down we go, giant turns from one 
side of the trail to the other and back. The sun shines 
white. A cover of white clouds steals our shadows. We 
disappeared!  The trail stretches onward white before 
us. 

Bomber walked into the base lodge and got himself 
a beer.  “We're missing the SWCers.”  He states.  
“They fell into the hole.”  The crowd in the base lodge 
gasps.  “The last time this happened was back in 1938 
with Vince Schaeffer.”  Bomber got himself another 
beer.  The bartender knows the routine.  The bartender 
pours everyone a beer.  

On the hill, the SWCers hear the roar of the lunch 
crowd, fueled by the likes of Otter Creek and Sam 
Adams. 

“What we need to do is try to give them a focus,” 
Bomber explained, and the taps opened up, the brews 
flowing freely from tap to glass, tap to glass. 

On the hill, the SWCers listen to the increasing 
roars of the lunch crowd.  They stop.  The white sun 
hangs in the cold, as if frozen in time. 

In the lodge, Bomber takes a sip.  “Hope they 
realize what they need to do is cross a finish line. Vince 
was a smart guy.  He figured it out almost right away.  
They're gonna have to set up a course and cross a 
finish line or they're gonna miss lunch and dinner and 
free beer.”  The crowd in the lodge gasps. 

On the hill, the SWCers peer down the long stretch 
of soft white snow.  We're tired and hungry and we 
need a fini.  “A fini!”  Exclaims one of the racers.  
“That's all we need,” and the racer collected everyone's 
poles and set up a course, right there, with two poles 
designating the finish line.  “Racer ready!  Three, two, 
one, go!” And vwhooom. 

 “Whoa.  You see that run?  That was my best run, 
ever.”  “Mine too.”  “And mine!”  “Did we have a timer?”  

The SWCers gather outside the lodge at the top of the 
stairs.  “That was some run.” “Did anyone get our 
times?” Bomber greets the ski team “Welcome back!  
Beers are on the house.”  The white sun moves silently 
across the cold, blue sky.  “Bomber did you get our 
times?”  “Times?” Bomber asks.  “You guys did it in no 
time, no time at all, the fastest times ever recorded at 
Bomber's as far as I know.  The last time this 
happened was back in 1938, pre me, at any rate.” 

The SWCers ski so fast that time freezes, and the 
only way to move forward is to get the hundredths of 
seconds ticking, one after another, around a pole and 
another pole and another and across the line.  It's 
something that just happens every once in awhile.  The 
SWCers go into the lodge, following the smells of lunch 
and the sounds of free beer.  A great run, indeed! 
(Submitted by Dorie Valenti) 

 

Top l0s for Chris Beckmann 
Here's how Bill Rice summarized recent ski races 

by SWC's honorary up-and-comer Chris Beckmann 
who we all met at the 75th anniversary of the Club at 
Maple Ridge (where he learned to ski) last fall: 

"U.S. Ski team member Chris Beckmann of 
Altamont had a string of strong finishes in recent Nor-
Am Cup speed races in Canada.  Nor-Am events are 
stepping stones to World Cup competitions.  At Lake 
Louise Dec. 10-11, Beckman had a fourth and a fifth 
in downhills, adding another fifth in super-G on Dec. 
12.  The following Monday, he was seventh in a 
super-G at Panorama, and he was fourth in the 
downhill portion of a Panorama super combined on 
Tuesday." 

 

Nordic Corner: by Lat Schmidt 

North American Telemark 
Organization (NATO) Festival 

Mad River Glen, March 8 and 9.   Don't forget to 
make your Clubhouse reservations early for this 
popular weekend. For festival information, 
www.madriverglen.com 

 

Roll Back the Clock Day 
The last Tuesday in January is always an 

important day at Mad River Glen. It’s the day the ski 
area with the famous, "Ski It If You Can" bumper 
sticker, celebrates the anniversary of its grand 
opening in 1949. This year, Roll Back the Clock Day 
will be held on Tuesday, January 29. Mad River Glen 
will celebrate its 58th Birthday with lift tickets costing 
$3.50, the 1949 price and it is only 45 minutes from 
the Clubhouse. 

Mad River is now America’s only cooperatively 
owned mountain and the famous single chair had a 
full restoration in the summer of 2007. For more 
information on Mad River Glen in general go to 
www.madriverglen.com or call (802) 496-3551. 4
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Holiday Revelers at the SWC/NNYP/MVHC Party 

Events, Announcements & Reports 
 

Warren Miller Movie Results 
The results are in and once again the Warren 

Miller Movie was a great success.  With over 5100 
tickets sold for the 3 showings SWC earned over 
$3000.  This is due in large part to the efforts of those 
who sold tickets and advertised the show by word of 
mouth, pushing tickets and putting up posters.  This is 
better than last year shows which were on the 
weekend as compared to this year’s weekday shows.  
A huge thank you goes out to all of you who helped to 
sell tickets - Jon Skalwold, Mike Baker, Al DeSalvo, 
Erik Handcock, John Bidell, Pete Weycamp and all of 
you who helped sell tickets at the Snow Show.  Once 
again Mike Baker gets top honors for having sold 104 
of the 473 total tickets sold by SWC.  Also, we could 
not have filled our obligations without the 15 to 20 
volunteers who handed out the WME magazine and 
the all-important freebie ski coupon to each of the 
movie patrons.  Thank you! 

The Perfect Holiday Party! 
SWC-NNYP members kicked off the holidays with 

a wonderful buffet and great friends enjoying 
conversation.  Each table was displayed with the 
different activities our Club participates in during the 
year.  Tony Dorangricha, our organizer, had door 
prizes.  Mary MacDonald won first prize $60 which 
she donated to the Chris Beckman fund.  The second 
and third place winners were Charlotte Distel and 
Elaine Asselin.  Joe Jankowski won the 70+ prize.  
Ski Tune ups were auctioned off and a 50/50 raffle 
produced $69 dollars for Chris’s Fund, thanks to 
Dorie’s rounding off donation. The surprise desert 
was a Brownie Sundae!  Our entertainment was the 
humorous and witty recap of 2008 for the Club.  Bill 
Schaefer mixed new and old pictures in his 
presentation that delighted everyone.  All the 2008 
pictures were displayed the rest of the evening. 

In conclusion, don’t miss an SWC-NNYP event 
because we are a family having a good time! 

First Snow  Submitted by Jon Skalwold 
The planets were all aligning to produce the first 

big snow dump of the ski season.  The weather 
forecasts were carefully studied and it looked like the 
Adirondacks were due to get between 8 and 12 
inches of new snow on top of an already great 
machine made base.  It looked like skiing that Friday 
was a go.  With each passing weather update the 
forecast was improving (at least by a skier’s way of 
thinking) with more snow for the north country. 

There was one minor, little problem, the forecast 
also included a little sleet and freezing rain for the 
Capital District.  But hey, we’ve had ice storms before 
and survived to ski that day.  Heck, on a very similar 
occasion about 6 years ago, the ice storm here was 
an 18 inch dump at Gore.  And “that is why I have a 
Jeep”.  So why was the weatherman so concerned 
that this storm would be an inch or 2 of water? 

Well, with dropping temps and rain we all woke 
that Friday to understand that it was not going to be a 
memorable ski day.  The tip-off came with the third 
flick of the bathroom light switch (not quite awake yet) 
when the lights didn’t came on.  The furnace had not 
come on either and the house was getting colder by 
the minute.  It was clear that this day would not be 
devoted to enjoyment of a winter wonderland but to 
keeping the pipes, 4 cats, 2 dogs, tropical fish and a 
very understanding spouse from freezing.  A step out 
the front door made it clear this storm was bad and 
that we would need to buckle down for the long haul. 

While watching the fire in the fireplace, there was 
plenty of time to reflect on what new technology has 
brought us and how much we miss when things aren’t 
working.  It was really a blend of old and new 
technology that kept us warm; the fireplace on one 
side and an infrared heater on the other.  An old 
Coleman stove for cooking and a Coleman lantern for 
light.  LED headlamps and lanterns were also put to 
good use.  Fleece, silk and wool were all used for 
additional warmth.  Battery powered tools were used 
to help fix a broken axe handle.  But, there were all 
sorts of inconveniences that not having power 
brought on us, like no computer, TV or DVD’s and, oh 
yeah, no heat.  Having to work to keep a house warm 
gets “old” really quick, but it also makes one wonder 
why anyone a hundred years ago would live in this 
area.  There is a lot that we take for granted and a 
storm like this is needed once in a while to help us 
appreciate what we have.  Now that the lights and 
heat are back on, it is time to think about the 
advances technology has brought us in the storm 
coming.  

[Editors note: Some of us decided nothing could 
be done to help National Grid, drove north and 
enjoyed the weekend in warmth and fresh snow at 
Stowe.  PS the Goat and Starr were fluffy and 
untracked] 5
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Ski Council Days Updated 
Here are the updates to the Council days (added Mt. 
Snow days).  Check the NYCDSC web page 
(www.nycdsc.org) or SWC web page (www.swc-
nnyp.org) regularly for updates and, as always, each 
newsletter will contain update.  Remember, all deals 
require you to show a membership card for each 
person. 
Friday 2-Jan Mt. Snow $45 
Sunday 4-Jan Okemo  $35 (group sales) 
Friday 16-Jan Stratton $40 
Sunday 18-Jan Magic Mtn $35 
Wed 21-Jan Whiteface  $35 
Friday 30-Jan Okemo $40 (group sales) 
Friday 6-Feb Whiteface  $35 
Friday 6-Feb Stratton  $40 
Friday 13-Feb Okemo  $40 (group sales) 
Sunday 22-Feb  Stratton $42 
Friday 27-Feb  Mt. Snow $35 
Friday 6-Mar Stratton  $40 
Sunday 8-Mar Mt. Snow  $39 
Friday 13-Mar Okemo  $35 (group sales) 
Monday 16-Mar Stratton  $40 
Mon/Tues 23&24-Mar  Whiteface $35 
Friday 27-Mar Mt. Snow  $35 

Sun/Mon 5&6-Apr Whiteface $35 
Catamount ski club days Monday through Thursday 
$20 excluding holidays (12/20-1/4, 1/17-1/19, 2/14-
2/22), Friday (non Holiday) $30, Weekends & 
Holidays $36 

Up-coming Demo Days 
1/2 Friday , Burton Snowboards @ Gore.  No 

discounted lift tickets and this is a demo day for 
snowboards only 

1/4 Sunday , Sponsored by Goldstocks @ Gore.  No 
lift discounts 

2/8 Telemark  demo day, clinic & race @ Gore.  
Telemark only demos 

3/09 date TBD , demo 09-10 season gear @ Gore 
 

 
For Sale: 
Thule 2 bike rack for 2” receiver, like new  $75.00 
Call Ronda Anderson 885-0971  
Wanted: 
Volunteer to scan old ski photos. Approximately 50 
photos that are matted. Call Bill Schaefer 
 
 

SWC Logo Fitness Fleece 
And other great SWC Things 

Do your Holiday shopping early.  We are taking 
orders for SWC monogrammed LL Bean fleeces.  
They are great for hanging around or use as a layer 
in your ski outfit.  This year we have several colors.  
For men: Black, Deep Red, Bottle Blue, Graphite, and 
Night (navy blue).  For women: Black, Deep Red, 
Dark Plum, Green Tea, Ivory, Sea Blue, and Slate 
Teal.  Cost is $40 and includes a small fund raising 
contribution to SWC.  Call Walt Kangas (370-5136) 
with your size and color. 

We also have SWC decals in two sizes and 
embroidered patches for your jackets.  We also have 
copies of the book “Wintersports” by Norm Dibelius.  
You have heard mention of it and now is your time to 
purchase one for the holiday.  It is a great gift and 
winter reading.  Call Walt for details. 

Names and Numbers to Remember 
Board of Directors: 
Bill Schaefer, Pres H 370-0229 
Pete Weykamp, VP Administration H 785-6433 
Anna Dugan, VP Nordic H 489-5092 
Kathy Perrego, VP Activities  H 869-1155 
Dorie Valenti, VP-Alpine H 334-0652 
Anna Dugan NNYP President H 489-5092 
Lat Schmidt, Secretary,  H 372-2915 
Ray Asselin, Treasurer H 355-1882 
Walt Kangas, Clubhouse Director  H 370-5136 
Tony Dorangrichia, At Large H 435-9981 
Rich Vanderwood, At Large H 368-1149 
John Rack, Mohawk Valley Hiking Club      H-399-5081 
Jon Skalwold, Past Pres. H 382-8458 
Others: 
Jean Burton, Membership  H 872-2333 
Ed Miller, Clubhouse Reservations H 522-5474 
Bill Kornrumpf, Chatter Editor & H 370-4017 
        Clubhouse Facilities  wkornrumpf@ieee.org  
Allan Foster Blade Editor adfos@aol.com H 438-5540 
Dorie Valenti Webmaster doriev@verizon.net  

Clubhouse at Waterbury Center 802-244-8918 
 

Change Of Address Notices 
Change of Address notices should be sent to: 

Jean Burton, wburton2@nycap.rr.com or PO 46, 
Gallupville, NY 12073.  Do not send to the editors, or 
the Club PO Box, they will get lost. 

 

What's Happening at Stowe?  
A great website to find out what's happening in 

Stowe at any time is www.gostowe.com then at the 
top center of the page, click on "THINGS TO DO".  
You'll find all kinds of fun things to do as you plan 
your year round outings. 
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   SWC at the Holiday Parade Awards Ceremony               Three SWC Bears at the Holiday Parade 

 

   Thanksgiving Breakfast at Christman Preserve 

  
 

 

Remember, all the photos are in color in the 
website version of the Chatter/Blade/MVHC each 
month 
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Conservation Report 
by Henri T. Plant  

The present administration in Washington should be 
given the title of "the reign of error". This is especially 
true in the areas of environment and conservation.  For 
the last eight years conservation and environmental 
organizations have had a full time job. They used their 
time and money to keep the administration from 
completely undermining the laws established to protect 
conservation areas and the environment.  It has been 
necessary to take the administration to court so the 
justice system could tell them whether what they were 
doing was legal or not.  In general, the courts have 
sided with the conservation and the environmental 
groups or told the administration to go back and 
reconsider their action.  While this lengthily process was 
unfolding, the administration's special interest friends 
were drilling, mining and cutting trees, etc. The only way 
to stop them was to obtain an injunction until a final 
resolution could be reached. This tactic saved an awful 
amount of destruction, but it is really crazy to have to 
bring our government to court to make them obey their 
own laws! 

Right now, with only a few days of power left, the 
administration is still at it.  They are trying to bend, 
amend or completely change the interpretation of the 
conservation and environmental laws. 

For instance: 
· There is a new regulation that states no one can use 

the Endangered Species Act as a means to do 
something about global-warming; 

·  It is OK to kill the still endangered wolves outside of 
Yellowstone Park Region.  In the 100 days that this 
was enforced, 100 wolves were killed.  It was 
brought to a halt by an injunction by conservation 
groups and huge public outcries so intense that the 
administration withdrew the action; 

·  Instead of relying on scientific experts to determine 
whether the status of a species is endangered or 
not, the US Fish and Wildlife Services and other 
federal agencies would be allowed to do this 
themselves, even if they had no expertise in the 
area; 

·  It is OK to use explosives and employ huge 
draglines to strip off the tops of mountains to get at 
the coal below.  Then it is also OK to dump all this 
off the mountain into the valley below and plug up 
the streams.  Over 1000 miles of streams have been 
destroyed this way.    
Let us hope that the incoming administration will be 

friendlier to the environment and the conservation 
community, and not so mean spirited. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Please call leader in advance; weather and other factors may 
cause changes. Please, no pets on any hike as a courtesy to 

others. This is a volunteer organization and with any activity there 
is a presumption of risk. Each participant is responsible for his or 
her own safety. Bring ample food and water, dress appropriately. 
Hike leaders :  Please send your reports to: 
Cecilia A. MacDonald, 260 Sever Road, Delanson, NY 12053. 

 
 
 
Saturday,  February 7  - Anne Twilley  will again lead 

a most interesting outing at Wilton Nature 
Preserve and Saratoga Camp . This will be an x-
c ski by moonlight and candles in paper bags for 
light. Hot chocolate will be served on the trail. Call 
Anne at 355-8232 for information as to time and 
meeting place. 

 

Tuesdays in February  David Graves will once again 
lead x-c ski trips after work at the Pine Bush. You 
may join for any or all. Just call Dave at 861-8760 
to sign-up and for meeting place.  

 

Trip Tales   
Thanksgiving day was a good morning for an 

outside breakfast. The day started very dark  and 
quite cold, but as the sun peeped ever so faintly, 
we could finally see well enough to hike in. A 
group of hardy hikers carried all the provisions 
which hadn't come in the day before, set up the 
stove, coffee pot etc. A few glitches later we 
started serving, around 8:30.  The food was 
devoured. Caroline Rynasko took over as chief 
cook while David Graves was willing to be the 
sausage man. They did a great job as did all the 
Pilgrims who did all the other chores.  A big 
thank you to those who helped set up, and the 
cooks. We had 42 guests for breakfast; everyone 
helped cleanup and carry the trash & equipment 
out. Once again it was a good beginning to a 
wonderful holiday.                       photo on page 7 
P.S. We missed you, Bill Massoth! 

 

Saturday, December 7   We went from the Thatcher 
Nature Center to the old school house, looked in, 
being careful not to fall on the ice. Then we went 
on the trail to the camp and since there was a 
light dusting of snow we were able to spot animal 
tracks. There were snowshoe rabbits, foxes and 
a weasel, whose tracks led right into his den. We 
ate at the gazebo overlooking Thompson's Lake. 
Really pretty.  After a visit to the craft show in the 
Center we went for another short trip and finally 
left for home. It was a thoroughly enjoyable day. 

                   Submitted by Joe Nicolella,  
 

Have a Joyous New Year 
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Grafton Lake Winter Festival 
The Winter Festival at Grafton Lakes State Park is 

coming up on Saturday, January 24th.  This free event 
includes nature and winter-themed exhibits, vendors, 
and programs, which will be operating from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.  In addition to the park’s ongoing indoor and 
outdoor exhibits, the festival will feature environmental 
and recreational workshops and outings, including 
snow sculpture and snowball-throwing contests for the 
kids, horse-drawn sleigh rides, and a live animal 
exhibit. There will be snowshoe and cross-country ski 
outings including themes such as animal tracking and 
winter tree identification.  Snowshoes and Cross 
Country Ski rentals will be available at our main Beach 
area at the Eastern Mountain Sports Display from 
10am -2pm.  We are also pleased to host our first ever 
Art in the Park Silent Auction of various artists’ photos 
and paintings made this autumn, whose proceeds will 
benefit future nature programming at the Park. 

Please note that a large Ice Fishing contest has 
traditionally been held as well, but as sponsorship is 
still pending we are waiting to set specifics.  If you’re a 
fisherman, this popular event will most likely be held 
on January 24th, so don’t worry! 

For further information, contact Elizabeth Wagner, 
Park Naturalist, Grafton Lakes State Park, PO Box 
163, Grafton, NY, 12082, Ph 279-1155, Fax 279-1902. 

 
Past 70 Miler Results.  

Dick Davies, the historian for the General Clinton 
Regatta, is trying to restore some of the records of the 
early 70-mile races.  Many of these records were lost 
in the flood a few years ago. His goal is to be able to 
list every person who has done the 70 miler.  He also 
would like to have an accurate listing of how many 70 
milers each person has completed.  This is difficult as 
many have raced under more than one name (i.e. 
maiden name, married name or nick name). 

If you have completed the 70 miler years ago 
please contact Dick with your name, your partners 
name and class you were in, also the year or as much 
of this information you can remember. You can send 
this information to: Richard Davies, 149 Hillside Acres, 
Bainbridge, NY 13733 

Alex on Off Season Training 
This is the time to enjoy other sports, repair the 

boat, order a new paddle, and plan next season! 
Strength training with a focus on core strength will 

pay off next season.  Core strength is more than 5,000 
abdominal crunches in a day!  Check out some of the 
training routines, especially those published and 
demonstrated by Marc Gillespie (Forge Racing).  You'll 
find out that injuries will be diminished, you'll be 
healthier, and maybe even faster! 

This season, plan on a race or trip that you've 
never done before - a little variety and challenge to 
refocus your paddling.    alecdavis@earthlink.net 

 

Jacques Brel 
Gina Kornrumpf (Rehearsal Secretary) and Allan 
Foster (Director) are up to their respective necks 
getting ready to put on Schenectady Light Opera’s 
next show:  “Jacques Brel Is Alive And Well And Living 
in Paris”.  Brel was one of Europe’s foremost 
balladeers of the 60’s and 70’s.  The show played to 
packed houses in NY’s Greenwich Village in the 60’s – 
and is as current today as then.  The show will be 
done cabaret-style on weekends between January 9th 
and January 18th.  Tickets are available by calling 
SLOC at 1-877-350-7378 

 

For Sale 
Thule/Yakima Rack and Accessories. 
Show Sally or Bud Halsey at The Boathouse at Rexford 
Bridge your NNYP membership card to receive a 20% 
discount on in stock Thule and Yakima rack accessories. 
Shipping required on orders unless combined with our large 
order. 

 

Keep The News Coming 
I count on you as being among the best diggers-of-

dirt and other gossipy items.  But don’t fall back on 
your laurels.  Dig deeper, make up more untruths, and 
embarrass your neighbors.  Water sport write-ups, 
photos, jokes, stories, etc. or activities that might 
interest the group (like hiking, theater, etc) are fine.  
Send to Allan Foster: adfos@aol.com, 379 
McCormack Rd, Albany, NY 12208, by the 10th of 
month.  Put NNYP, SWC or Blade in the email subject 
title line so I don’t SPAM you, and pictures should 
preferably be less than 100Kb. 9
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Membership Application    2008-09  
June 1, 2008 to May 31, 2009  

Schenectady Wintersports Club, Northern New York Paddlers & 
Mohawk Valley Hiking Club 

PO Box 228, Schenectady, NY, 12301 
 

Name
 __________________________________________________ 
Age Group (circle 0ne)  18-29   30-39    40-55     56-69     70+  

 

Address______________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________ZIP____________ 
Phone _________________ E-Mail_________________________ 

 

New Member (   )  Renewal (   )   $20 individual (   )   $30 Family (   ) 
 

For Family Membership, please indicate 
 

Name of Spouse________________________________________ 
Age Group (circle 0ne)   18-29     30-39      40-55      56-69    70+  

 

Names and Ages of Junior Members________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
To qualify for family membership, children must be under 18 or 18 
and still in High School. 

 

How did you hear about the Club? _________________________ 
 

This is a gift Membership from:  ___________________________ 
 

Please indicate your Activity interests.  Check as many as 
applicable; 
Alpine Skiing (   )        X-C Skiing (   )     Paddling (   )  Biking (   )     
Hiking (   )    Ski Trips Western US, Canada, Europe (   )  
 Ski Racing (   )  Wilderness/canoe camping (   )  Canoe Racing (   ) 
Other  

 

Would you like to receive your Chatter/Blade by e-mail?  YES   NO 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Interested in Club administration? If so what areas?  
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Interested in working with the NY Capital District Ski Council?  (   ) 
 
Comments ____________________________________________ 
 

Make check payable to SWC and mail with the completed 
application to SWC, PO Box 228, Schenectady NY, 12301 
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