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ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS  

SWC, PO 228                        
Schenectady, NY 12301           12/1/08 
Club House Phone  (802) 244-8918 
Clubhouse reservations    522-5474 
SWC INFO Hotline  (518) 370-0304 

A SCHENECTADY WINTERSPORTS CLUB PUBLICATION  

Phone numbers in the Ski Chatter are in the 518 area code unless otherwise noted.   WEB Site: www.swc-nnyp.org 

Book signing Lost Ski Areas of NH & 
Remembering Harvey Jan 8 Meeting 

Jeremy Davis, founder of the New England Lost 
Ski Areas Project (NELSAP), has published a book 
“The Lost Ski Areas of the White Mountains”.  He will 
discuss his book, the NELSAP mission, website 
(www.nelsap.org), and be available for a book signing 
at our Jan 8 meeting.  

The White Mountains of New Hampshire are 
world renowned for their array of skiing opportunities. 
Today, a dozen resorts entice tourists and locals with 

their well-manicured trails, high-
speed lifts and slope-side 
lodging. But the ghosts of former 
ski areas can still be found (sixty 
ski areas have closed since the 
1930s). Jeremy has rare 
photographs, maps and personal 
memories to ensure that these 
beloved ski outposts, are given 
due recognition for transforming 
the White Mountains into a 
premier ski destination.  The 

book is available at www.nelsap.org or the meeting.  
Jeremy will also discuss recent conversations with 
Ann Butler, who, along with her late husband Bill, 
owned and operated Harvey, later Garnet Mountain. 
Harvey, on Barton Mines Road in North River, NY, 
was a classic family owned & operated ski area that 
operated from ‘62 to ‘77. While modest in size (400’ 
vertical and a single T-bar), the ski area taught many 
to ski, and allowed skiers to enjoy an uncrowded ski 
experience. Located 2.25 miles from the top of Gore, 
and just a few miles from the North Creek Ski Bowl, 
competition was strong, but they filled a niche.  

Meeting is at the Ancient Order of the Hibernian 
Hall, 1748 State Street in Schenectady . We have a 
spacious meeting room and generous parking (You 
can park in the Bowling Alley parking lot).  And, the 
liquid refreshment cost is very reasonable. 

There is a social session from 7:00 to 7:30 
where you can catch up on what is happening in 
the Club while the formal meeting starts at 7:30. 

Ancient Order of Hibernians 1748 State St . is just 
east of Rt 7 (the Cross town) in uptown Schenectady.  
To find the Ancient Order of Hibernians  take State 
Street toward Albany.  It is on the right side 
approximately 4 ½ blocks past the Rt 7 overpass.  If 
coming from the Thruway take I-890 to Rt 7 East and 
exit at State Street (Rt 5).  Turn right at the top of the 
ramp and go East 4 ½ blocks.  From the Troy 
direction, take Rt. 7 all the way to State Street (Rt 5) 
and turn left at the top of the ramp and go 4 ½ blocks 
to 1748 State St. on the right. 
 

Holiday Party Saturday Dec 6 
There is still time to reserve a place at the 

SWC/NNYP/MVHC Holiday party at the Turf Tavern in 
Scotia on Sat, Dec 6.  It will follow the successful ‘07 
party format with a cash bar social hour starting at 6PM 
where you can catch up with your friends and meet 
some of our newer members (the newer can meet the 
more seasoned members).  Dinner will start at 7PM 
and is served buffet style with three entree choices 
(Chicken Florentine, Seafood Newburg and a Honey 
Ham Carving Station) accompanied by vegetables, 
potatoes and rice, and Caesar and House salads as 
well as rolls and butter.  A yummy surprise dessert 
follows.  It costs just $29 and reservations must be 
made by Nov 30.  This year you can make table 
reservations for up to 8 people if you would like.  It 
makes it easier for Ray to do the paperwork by only 
processing one check for 8 people. 

For reservations, send your check for $29 per 
person, with a note indicating whom it’s for (if for a 
table, list all the people), to Ray Asselin, c/o SWC-
NNYP-MVHC Holiday Party, P.O. Box 228, 
Schenectady, NY 12301, call Ray at 355-1882 if you 
are mailing after Nov 26 so he can commit to the Turf 
for your meal.  

Please call Tony Dorangrichia at 435-9981 or email 
at TDORANGRICHIA@nycap.rr.com with questions 
about the timing,  food and arrangements. 
�

�������������	
���


��
���������
Sarah Clarkin, Director of the Wilton Wildlife 
Preserve, will discuss the history and mission of the 
preserve and uncover this hidden gem located in 
Saratoga County where a few SWC members have 
discovered the cross-country skiing trail system.  The 
Preserve has 3.5 miles of groomed and set ski tracks 
from beginner (level trail with no hills) to intermediate 
(moderately rolling trail with some hills) for classic, 
skate skiing and snow shoeing. The mission of the 
Preserve is to conserve ecological systems and 
natural settings. Its goals are to protect and restore 
the endangered Karner blue butterfly, preserve open 
space, and provide recreational and environmental 
education opportunities. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Dec 6  Saturday Holiday Party Turf Tavern Scotia 
Dec 5-7 Stowe Ski Club Appreciation Days 
Jan 8  Meeting: Lost Ski Areas of New Hampshire 
Jan 12-14 Stowe Ski Club Appreciation Days 
Jan 22 Meeting: Wilton Wild Life Preserve 
Jan 29 Mad River Glen Birthday $3.50 lift tickets 
Feb 6-8 Climber Lodge weekend 1
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President's Corner: by Bill Schaefer 
Happy December!  This is a big transition month. 

With this newsletter some have started skiing. Some 
have put the boats away, but not many of our 
members.  Others are still enjoying the hikes, 
although soon they may be adding snowshoes.  We 
are all; however, busy ending one year and beginning 
another.  

The Clubhouse has been made ready for another 
season. Work weekends have spruced the place up, 
hosts are being arranged and this years deals 
arranged with Stowe & Jay Peak make skiing more 
affordable than it has been for 20 years. There are 
many other deals near the lodge at Mad River Glen 
and other great mountains.  

With the new year, we are anxiously looking 
forward to watching our local US Ski Team member 
Chris Beckmann race this winter. There is still time 
before the end of the year to make your tax-
deductible contribution to SWC’s fund to support 
Chris. A number of you already have, and we know it 
will be appreciated. Watch for 50/50’s to support 
Chris at club meetings.  

There is still time to “Shop SWC” for the holidays. 
These can be the best gifts for the active person on 
your list. You can buy Stowe and Jay Peak vouchers, 
Clubhouse vouchers, fleeces, patches and decals 
and of course a club membership.   

Enjoy the holidays!  - Happy Trails! 
 

 
Keep your 2009 World Cup eye on our 

DH "freight train" Beckmann 
An article in the Nov. l8 Ski Racing Magazine 

cited Chris Beckmann:  "The freight train who roared 
through three World Junior Championships placing 
sixth in DH in 04, second in 05, and getting the gold 
in 06. Similar curves mark other competition levels." 

Now that he is on the Men's US Ski team, let's 
send him down the fast track with lots of cheers.  The 
magazine notes he's heading in the right direction:  
"Of particular note was a Europa Cup win claimed in 
an Italian Super G, a third in the U.S. national DH, 
and fifth in Super G.  His point profile shows he 
knocked ten ranking positions off his downhill, l00 off 
his super G and l00 plus off super combined. 

For the SWC bikers, Chris' off the hill activity is 
biking.  His equipment sponsors are Atomic, Uvex, 
Lek and Hohmenkol. 

 
 
Correction:  The Clubhouse reservation email 

address was incorrectly given in the insert in the last 
Chatter.  The correct email address for Clubhouse 
Reservations is: SWCLodgeRes@Yahoo.com .  We 
are reprinting the corrected insert for you refrigerator. 

CLIMBERS LODGE SKI WEEKEND 
FEB 6-8, Keene, NY 

We have again reserved the entire Climbers 
Lodge and Guides House run by Adirondack Rock 
and River in Keene, N.Y. for Fri. through Sun. 
afternoon, Feb. 6-8.  The Lodge is at the eastern end 
of the Jack Rabbit Trail, via the Barkeater Inn Road. 
There are accommodations for 26/27 persons in 
rooms for 2-4 persons plus a bunkroom for 6.   We 
have also had extra guests on sleeping bags and 
pads in the loft for a smaller fee.   The Climbers 
Lodge has kitchen facilities and living/dining room 
with fireplace.  The Guides House has a large dining 
room, and a VCR room.  Bedding and towels are 
provided.  Breakfast ($5) is served in the Guides 
House by pre-request.  It includes a choice of 
homemade granola, breads, fruits and yogurt.  Or 
cook your own at the Climbers Lodge.  Suppers are 
potluck.  There are some private rooms available and 
also beds in the bunkroom.  Cost is about $45 plus 
tax per person per night.  A deposit is required to 
reserve a space.  You may join us for only the day, 
but let us know.  If you plan to eat supper you must 
contribute a food item.   

There is a variety of skiing available in the 
area.  Some have gone to Whiteface for 
downhill.  There are groomed trails at Mt. Van 
Hoevenberg.  There have been x-country treks 
to Avalanche Pass, Jack Rabbit trail, and 
areas near Paul Smith’s and the Fish Creek.  
Friday afternoon, we always take a run down 
the Jack Rabbit trail from Route 73 to our 
doorstep at Climbers Lodge, a delightful and 
beautiful start to our weekend.  Hiking and 
snowshoeing are possible.  This has always 
been a wonderful time of winter sports and 
visiting with friends. 

Call Jean or Warren Burton (872-2333) or 
email them at wburton2@nycap.rr.com about 
space available.  Deposit checks ($45) should 
be made out to Jean Burton and sent to PO 
Box 46, Gallupville, NY 12073. 
 

SKI UTAH with SWC Feb 4-11 
Bob Wright is organizing a trip this year to Salt 

Lake City to ski the Cottonwood canyons.  We are 
traveling on Weds and skiing or riding the four 
cottonwood resorts.  Expected trip costs are 
approximately $1250 total for air, ski tickets, 
transportation, room, and food.  If interested, call Bob 
days at 279-1428 or e-mail at wright19@nycap.rr.com 
to reserve your place. 
 2



���������	
���                 A SCHENECTADY WINTERSPORTS CLUB PUBLICATION                   12/1/08 

Sandy Leith installing carpeting in the 
Clubhouse office 

Clubhouse Corner: 
2008 Clubhouse Update 

Ed Miller is now taking reservations  for the 
2008/2009 Ski season.  There are instructions for 
making reservations in this Chatter and Chatters 
throughout the ski season.  He strongly requests that 
you email the reservation information to him.  Include 
the names, gender, phone number and membership 
status of everybody  you are reserving a room for.  
You also need to tell him who will be 
eating Sat dinner at the Clubhouse.  
Do not expect Ed to be clairvoyant.  If 
your message is incomprehensible, 
your reservation cannot be completed.  

 

If you would like to be a 
weekend/holiday Clubhouse 
Chairperson , call Walt Kangas (518-
370-5136 (h), 518-461-9330 (c)).  He 
is keeping the schedule this year.  
Slots are filing early!  Walt will provide 
instructions for new Chairs and 
refreshers for experienced Chairs. 

 

We have simplified the Clubhouse 
billing format by including breakfast in 
the room rates (for all days).  Our 
expenses for food were exceeding revenue and some 
members admitted that they were using “just a little” 
of the Clubhouse breakfast supplies, but not adding it 
to their bill because there was no Clubhouse Chair to 
prepare breakfast.  So, all can now use the 
Clubhouse supplies for breakfast (whether prepared 
by a Clubhouse Chair or by individual members) - it is 
included in the room rate.  We will have a breakfast 
meat, oatmeal, OJ, coffee and tea available so you 
can make your own breakfast during the weekdays 
when there is no Chair at the Clubhouse.  Our 
Quartermaster will try to keep the breakfast supplies 
complete throughout the ski season.  If you find that 
we are out of supplies, there is a store across the 
street for your needs.  However, you can only be 
reimbursed for your expenses if you have notified the 
Clubhouse Chair, Quartermaster, or Clubhouse 
Director in advance of the purchase.  However, you 
can provide supplies as a donation if you would like to 
do so.   

 

Above all, enjoy the Clubhouse .  Your 
Clubhouse committee works hard to keep the 
Clubhouse an enjoyable place - at the lowest possible 
cost to our members.  As members, you are part of 
the operation of this fabulous asset.  If you see a 
problem, please tell Bill Kornrumpf (518-209-3244) or 
Walt Kangas (370-5136) so we can get it fixed. 

Ski Discount Deal of the Century 
Stowe and Jay Discount Tickets  

Ski Stowe, any day, anytime  for $50. ($45 for 
ages 65+ and 6-12)!!!  No blackout periods , good 
any day of the season. You must be a club member 
to take advantage of this deal.  We have 100 tickets 
and will only reorder more if the need arises.  Don’t 
wait to order them, as they may be gone. 

We also have Adult Jay Peak tickets for $40.  
These are also good for 
any day.  We do not have 
any Junior/Senior tickets to 
Jay this year. 

For tickets send a self 
addressed stamped 
envelope to Dawn 
Knutson, 5 Colonial Dr., 
Schenectady, NY 12306 
with a note identifying the 
location and number of the 
tickets being ordered and a 
check made out to SWC  
for the full amount.  Give 
yourself plenty of time 
before you need them or 
call Dawn on 356-5242 to 
make sure she will be able 

to fill your order in time (she does have a life and may 
be on a ski vacation).  Bill Kornrumpf will have a small 
supply of tickets at the Clubhouse – when he is there. 

Warning!  Theses tickets will be offered to all 
Ski Council members in order to reach our 
minimum obligation of 100 Stowe tickets and 25 
Jay tickets.  You must order early to get the 
discounted tickets before they are gone! 
 

Stowe Ski Club Appreciation Days 
The Stowe really cheap ski days have been 

announced so you can make your plans now.  Last 
year the Clubhouse was packed (not quite full but 
packed) during these times.  The dates for this 
season are: Dec 5-7, Jan 12-14, March 18-22.  Last 
season the skiing in March was superb with piles of 
new snow on a massive base.  Adult (<65) prices are 
~$32/day and senior/junior is only ~$13/day.  There is 
an advantage to outlasting your younger friends.  
Check the Stowe web site for more details. 

This year we are expecting a great interest in 
these deals so we are planning that the Jan 12-14, 
March 18-22 will be hosted.  Please make 
reservations for these days to ensure you have a 
room and meals.  Beyond the usual weekend meals, 
meals will be provided as follows: Sunday Jan 11 – 
dinner; Jan 12 & 13 – breakfast and dinner; Jan 14 – 
breakfast.  For the March event, plan on breakfast 
and dinner for Wed thru Fri.  Weekend hosted rates 
will apply to these weekdays.  Hope to see you there. 
 3
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Racers Corner: by Dorie Valenti 

SWC Race Team needs Races 
The 2008-2009 Racing season, a time when we 
traditionally show off our speed and grace, slicing 
perfect edges as we rip around gates, is coming up 
short this year on races.  We've one scheduled, the 
SWC Invitational, on February 8th, at Gore, on 
Twister.  The OCs tried to schedule their invitational 
last year at Gore for February 1st, but that fell 
through; ASC is trying to schedule a race; The 
Council is trying to schedule a race.  It's a sad season 
indeed, for all of us, with the economy in shambles 
and ticket prices already very high and racer entry 
fees increasing, this may be a lean race year.  
Nevertheless, Mark Pavlus will continue to coach his 
Tuesday Night Race Clinics at West Mountain on 
Tuesday Nights, beginning in January.  More on this 
next month, after Mark hears from the mountain 
regarding price. Keep the date, February 8th open. 

 

Nordic Corner: by Lat Schmidt 

North American Telemark 
Organization (NATO) Festival 

Mad River Glen, March 8 and 9.   Don't forget to 
make your Clubhouse reservations early for this 
popular weekend. For festival information, 
www.madriverglen.com 

 

Roll Back the Clock Day 
The last Tuesday in January is always an 

important day at Mad River Glen. It’s the day the ski 
area with the famous, "Ski It If You Can" bumper 
sticker, celebrates the anniversary of its grand 
opening in 1949. This year, Roll Back the Clock Day 
will be held on Tuesday, January 29. Mad River Glen 
will celebrate its 58th Birthday with lift tickets costing 
$3.50, the 1949 price. 
“Everyone always looks forward to Roll Back the 
Clock Day,” says Mad River Co-op shareholder, Jim 
Winchester. “It’s always a fun crowd and it tends to 
end up being a powder day.” Mad River Glen’s 
historic Single Chair was first dedicated in December 
of 1948, but a lack of snow postponed the actual 
opening day to the end of January 1949. The Single, 
state of the art at the time, was christened by the 
Governor and by Jane Peatman, the reigning Miss 
Vermont. It is still the centerpiece of the ski area that 
is now America’s only cooperatively owned mountain 
and had a full restoration in the summer of 2007. For 
more information or Mad River Glen in general go to 
www.madriverglen.com or call (802) 496-3551. 
 

Events, Announcements & Reports 
 

New Ski Report Blog  by Mike Roth 

Don’t forget to use the new Ski Blog at: 
http://blogs.timesunion .com/ski. hosted by Mike 
Roth.   It will contain area reports from people in our 
area that ski and ride.  The goal is to get up-to-date 
information provided by skiers for skiers. 
 

Movie Review – Steep (2007 – 90 min.) 
It is not often you see a movie recommended in 

the Chatter/Blade. This movie is well worth the space.  
This is a remarkable film, a documentary of sorts and 
a tribute to the pioneers of epic step skiing and first 
descents. There are interviews with Bill Briggs and 
Doug Coombs among others. This movie starts with 
the first decent of the Grand Teton and concludes 
with present day exploits. Any fan of super steep 
skiing will watch this several times or more likely find 
it worthy to add to their library. I got mine from Netflix. 
(Bill Schaefer) 
 

Up-coming Demo Days 
12/5 Friday , Sponsored by the Sports Page @ 

Gore.  $29 lift ticket for the day 
12/6-7 Sa & Sun , Industry sponsored @ Stowe. 

12/5-7 are discount days at Stowe 
12/17 Wednesday , Sponsored by Inside Edge @ 

Gore.  Go to Inside Edge in person for a discount 
lift coupon.  They are in Glens Falls. 

1/2 Friday , Burton Snowboards @ Gore.  No 
discounted lift tickets and this is a demo day for 
snowboards only 

1/4 Sunday , Sponsored by Goldstocks @ Gore.  No 
lift discounts 

2/8 Telemark  demo day, clinic & race @ Gore.  
Telemark only demos 

3/09 date TBD , demo 09-10 season gear @ Gore 
 

 
For Sale: 
Thule 2 bike rack for 2” receiver, like new  $75.00 
Call Ronda Anderson 885-0971  
Wanted: 
Volunteer to scan old ski photos. Approximately 50 
photos that are matted. Call Bill Schaefer 
 
 

Where is the Electric Skillet? 
It appears that one of the Presto Electric Skillets is 

missing from the Clubhouse.  One had a cracked foot 
on it and we are hoping that somebody brought it 

home to fix it.  If so, please call Bill Kornrumpf 370-
4017 to let him know where it is.  If you put it away 

somewhere other than under the West counter let him 
know that.  If you threw it out because it was broken, 

please tell him that also. Thanks.
4



 
SWC Clubhouse Update 2008-2009 

The Schenectady Wintersports Club owns a 17-room 
farmhouse in Waterbury Center, VT, on Route 100, 6 
miles south of Stowe. The Clubhouse is operated on a 
cooperative basis with the Club providing the basic 
utilities: beds, pillows, blankets, hot and cold water, 
showers & a bath, fireplace, wood, refrigerators and 
meals coordinated by a VOLUNTEER Weekend 
Chairperson. The Weekend Chairperson is 
the host for the weekend and will solicit help 
for various jobs (meal preparation, table 
clearing, dish washing, fireplace stoking, 
general area pick-up and straightening up).   
It is expected that everyone will help. A 
normal weekend consists of Fri & Sat night 
room, Sat & Sun Breakfast, Sat dinner for $52 (member). 
 

When you come to the Clubhouse, 
you should bring: 

1) Linens or sleeping bags 
2) Pillow cases 
3) Towels & toiletries 
4) Liquid refreshments & 

snacks including lunches 
5) Good humor and a sense of 

comradeship 
Remember that the Clubhouse is a 

cooperative venture. It will only be as successful and 
as enjoyable as you make it. 
 

Clubhouse Rates 
Winter Season Weekends & Holidays (Stowe Lift Opening to 
Closing) 
                Room/Night     Supper     Week-End Total 
Member      $23.00           $6.00       $52 
Guest          $28.00           $7.00        $65 
Junior         $13.00           $6.00       $32 
(Weekend is two nights, two breakfasts (included in 
Room Rate) & one dinner) 
 

Winter Season Lodging Weekdays (except holidays: Dec 
25 – Jan 1, Presidents week) 
Member   $18, Junior $10 & Guest $23 (no supper) 
 

Non-Ski Season Lodging  
Member   $16, Junior $10 & Guest $18 (no supper) 
 
 

Guests and Juniors:  MUST be 
accompanied by an adult SWC Member 
 

The door combination MUST never be 
shared with guests or non-members 

1. Send an e-mail to SWCLodgeRes.@Yahoo.com  
Be sure to include the following information: 

1) Names & Gender of ALL in party 
2) Are they Members or Guests? 
3) Telephone number of each person 
4) Your address 
5) Dates of arrival and departure 
6) Confirm Dinner 
7) Preferred room number(s) 

 
2. Call the Reservation Chairperson 

 Ed Miller    (518) 522-5474 
If Ed is not home leave a phone number 
where he can reach you or call back.  Do 
not try to leave a message with all the 
reservation information.  Speak slowly. 
 

Phone reservations will be accepted from 
10AM to 10 PM weekdays.  Of course, emergencies will 
still be accommodated outside of the official hours. 
However, E-mail is preferred. 

 
3. Show up at an SWC meeting. Either the 

Reservation Chairperson or the Clubhouse 
Director can take your reservation. 

 
RESERVATIONS ARE DUE 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
The weekend Chairperson will check the Reservation 
Chairperson Wednesday night, so that accurate plans can 
be made for the weekend food and lodging. 

CANCELLATIONS 
Please notify the Reservation Chairperson if you are 
unable to use your reservation.  You must also call the 
Clubhouse – even if it is at the last minute (Friday night).  
There may be someone on the waiting list who can use 
your room.  If you fail to cancel you may not be able to 
make reservations in the future. 

 

Reservations 
 

HOW TO PLACE A RESERVATION  

 

 

 

 
 

Please Post this on your Refrigerator Door 

 
Revised 11/16/08 
Lodge info sheet 2008-9 r2 
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 Tour de Cure SWC Team 
The annual Tour de Cure bicycle ride to benefit 

the American Diabetes Association will be held on 
June 7 this coming year at the Saratoga Springs HS.  
In addition to being a great way to spend a Sunday 
morning, including free breakfast and lunch, as a 
participant you can help raise more than $600,000 
locally to support a worthy cause.  This year, Allen 
Vollmer is putting together a Schenectady 
Wintersports Club team.  Anyone can join the team 
even if they have no affiliation with SWC. You can 
sign up for the 10, 25, 50, 62, or 100 mile ride.  Once 
you have joined the team, you need to obtain pledges 
of $150 or more to ride in the event.  Registration is 
$15 if you sign up before Dec 19, and in addition to 
getting a reduced Early Bird Rate (after Dec 19 the 
fee is $25) the first 300 Early Birds receive a free 
long-sleeve in-training shirt and a 30-day pass for 
Gold’s Gym.  For more information, contact Allen at 
383-0341 or go to www.diabetes.org/tour to register. 

 

Clubhouse to Ski Lift Bus Service  
The Green Mountain Transit Authority operates 

bus service to VT. ski areas. Take the bus and leave 
your car at the Clubhouse, or if you just want to be on 
a different schedule than your ride.  Depending on 
route, the cost is free, $1,or $2. You can take the bus 
to the Village of Stowe, from Stowe to the Ski Area, or 
to Waterbury for transfers to the Mad River Valley 
areas including Sugarbush.  You can flag the bus 
down at the lodge, or call on the day before to 
schedule the stop.  For schedule information, go to 
www.gmtaride.org.  

 

SWC Logo Fitness Fleece 
And other great SWC Things 

Do your Holiday shopping early.  We are taking 
orders for SWC monogrammed LL Bean fleeces.  
They are great for hanging around or use as a layer 
in your ski outfit.  This year we have several colors.  
For men: Black, Deep Red, Bottle Blue, Graphite, and 
Night (navy blue).  For women: Black, Deep Red, 
Dark Plum, Green Tea, Ivory, Sea Blue, and Slate 
Teal.  Cost is $40 and includes a small fund raising 
contribution to SWC.  Call Walt Kangas (370-5136) 
with your size and color. 

We also have SWC decals in two sizes and 
embroidered patches for your jackets.  We also have 
copies of the book “Wintersports” by Norm Dibelius.  
You have heard mention of it and now is your time to 
purchase one for the holiday.  It is a great gift and 
winter reading.  Call Walt for details. 

Cheap Ski Deal (Council Days) 
Once again the New York Capital District Ski Council 
has come through with cheap ski deals for us.  We 
need to use these and show good attendance in 
order to keep getting these deals.  Right now the list 
is a little short but it is guaranteed to get longer.  
Check the NYCDSC web page (www.nycdsc.org) or 
SWC web page (www.swc-nnyp.org) regularly for 
updates and, as always, each newsletter will contain 
update.  Remember, all deals require you to show a 
membership card for each person. 
Sun & Mon 12/7&8 Whiteface $35 
Sunday 12/14 Okemo $35 (group sales) 
Friday 12/19 Stratton $40 
Sunday 1/4 Okemo $35 (group sales) 
Friday 1/16 Stratton $40 
Sunday 1/18 Magic $35 
Wed  1/21 Whiteface $35 
Friday 1/30  Okemo $35 (group sales) 
Friday 2/6 Whiteface $35 
Friday 2/6 Stratton $40 
Friday 2/13  Okemo $35 (group sales) 
Sunday 2/22 Stratton $42 
Friday 3/6 Stratton $40 
Friday 3/13  Okemo $35 (group sales) 
Monday 3/16 Stratton $40 
Mon & Tue 3/23 & 24 Whiteface $35 
Sun & Mon 4/5 & 6     Whiteface $35 
Catamount ski club days Monday through Thursday 
$20 excluding holidays (12/20-1/4, 1/17-1/19, 2/14-
2/22), Friday (non Holiday) $30, Weekends & 
Holidays $36 

 

Council Ski Trip to Quebec 
The New York Capital District Ski Council is 

planning a ski trip to Quebec, Canada with a 3-night 
stay at Manoir Victoria Hotel in the heart of old 
Quebec.  Skiing will be at one of the 3 regional areas 
(group choice).  The price includes bus ride, 
breakfast/lunch enroute, bus transportation to and 
from the ski area and lodging.  Food and lift tickets 
are extra (expect lift tickets to be $50 - $60 per day).  
Contact Ray VanEpps at rvanepps@nycap.rr.com to 
make reservations.  Reservations must be made by 
12/27 in order to confirm the trip.  The prices are: 
$450 per adult - $344 per child 18+ or $242/child 6 – 
17 staying in the parent’s room.  Remember,  travel to 
Canada now requires a passport or an enhanced 
driver’s license.  Make sure you have the required 
documentation for yourself and any members of your 
family (children included) before this trip. 
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Walt Kangas installing carpeting in the Clubhouse 
office 

Snow Show Thanks & Report 
Thanks to all the volunteers the worked at the 

Snow Expo.  We sold over 170 Warren Miller tickets 
and signed up almost thirty new members.  I don't 
know if these are records - but we can say they are.  
Anyone who was there Sunday morning saw what a 
lift ticket give-away does for foot traffic.  The crowd 
was three deep at our booth, buying WM tickets and 
signing applications.  What bedlam, what 
excitement!  Next year the organizers plan to offer 
free lift tickets on each of the three days.  It wasn't all 
work however, everyone got re-acquainted with ski 
mates, collected stickers and posters to decorate the 
garage, and a few of us picked up a bargain or two.  
Star of the Expo was Kathy Perrego, who was able to 
keep her cool while the hordes of WM fans besieged 
our table. 

 

Vermont Travel Club Card 
Travelers to Vermont: Are You In on the Savings?  
See Vermont’s only consumer discount card for 
skiers and riders at www.vermonttravelclub.com or 
call 877-Ski Vermont (754-8376). Come and join the 
winter travel discount card program to Vermont’s best 
winter destinations. The Vermont Travel Club Card  
is a membership based ski and snowboard discount 
card that provides savings on lift tickets and lodging 
packages in Vermont, along with savings to local 
restaurants and businesses. Your $35 annual 
membership will provide you with the best discounts 
and savings at the participating businesses listed on 
our site. See the web site for a full listing of the 
benefits and specials throughout the ski season in 
Vermont and Utah!   

What's Happening at Stowe?  
A great website to find out what's happening in 

Stowe at any time is www.gostowe.com then at the 
top center of the page, click on "THINGS TO DO".  
You'll find all kinds of fun things to do as you plan 
your year round outings. 

 
Chatter/Blade on Website 
The Chatter/ Blade is timed to arrive at your 

doorstep for the first of the month.  As it is sent to the 
printer, we post it on our website. This means the 
Chatter/Blade can be viewed about the 20th of the 
month, or about 10 days earlier. (The best part is the 
pictures look great in color).  In addition to the color 
photos and early delivery, there is more room in the 
web version for extra photos and information that 
may not make it into the print version of the Chatter 
and Blade. 

 
Names and Numbers to Remember 

Board of Directors: 
Bill Schaefer, Pres H 370-0229 
Pete Weykamp, VP Administration H 785-6433 
Anna Dugan, VP Nordic H 489-5092 
Kathy Perrego, VP Activities  H 869-1155 
Dorie Valenti, VP-Alpine H 334-0652 
Anna Dugan NNYP President H 489-5092 
Lat Schmidt, Secretary,  H 372-2915 
Ray Asselin, Treasurer H 355-1882 
Walt Kangas, Clubhouse Director  H 370-5136 
Tony Dorangrichia, At Large H 435-9981 
Rich Vanderwood, At Large H 368-1149 
John Rack, Mohawk Valley Hiking Club      H-399-5081 
Jon Skalwold, Past Pres. H 382-8458 
Others: 
Jean Burton, Membership  H 872-2333 
Ed Miller, Clubhouse Reservations H 522-5474 
Bill Kornrumpf, Chatter Editor & H 370-4017 
        Clubhouse Facilities  wkornrumpf@ieee.org  
Allan Foster Blade Editor adfos@aol.com H 438-5540 
Dorie Valenti Webmaster doriev@verizon.net  

Clubhouse at Waterbury Center 802-244-8918 
 

Change Of Address Notices 
Change of Address notices should be sent to: 

Jean Burton, wburton2@nycap.rr.com or PO 46, 
Gallupville, NY 12073.  Do not send to the editors, or 
the Club PO Box, they will get lost. 
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           Black Bear enjoying his lunch 

 

Conservation Report 
by Henri T. Plant  
 

The following e-mail from Donald Streed should 
be of great interest to those of you who back pack or 
camp in bear territory. 

 
Want to get the word out ASAP - don't buy the 

"bear resistant" transparent blue Lexan with black 
screw-on lid vaults. After years of testing, these were 
one of DEC's recommended choices. Well, after only 
a couple years of practical implementation they are 
now worthless, as the bears have figured out how to 
compromise these canisters. The bears chew a slit in 
the edge of the lid and then can pop off the lid and 
enjoy the treasure inside. 

Hikers 
probably know 
"bear vaults" 
are required 
for food 
storage on 
overnight 
hikes in the 
Eastern High 
Peaks. My 
wife and I 
attended a 
DEC seminar 
three years 

ago at Fish Creek Campground where they showed a 
short film demonstrating the amazing talents and 
skills black bears have acquired in thwarting human 
visitors trying to safely store their food for the night. 
From this study, high impact "bear vaults" were 
developed and put into manufacture. Of the two most 
popular, the bears have already outsmarted us and 
made one variety obsolete. They easily open the blue 
translucent Lexan canisters with black screw-on lids 
trademarked Bear Vault, and sold at EMS stores 
locally. DEC officers now warn they are easy targets. 
The black, heavier canisters with locking screws, 
have not, as yet, been violated to my knowledge and 
they are now the recommended bear resistant 
container. They can be rented at EMS and ADK. 

Please call leader in advance; weather and other factors may 
cause changes. Please, no pets on any hike as a courtesy to 
others. This is a volunteer organization and with any activity there 
is a presumption of risk. Each participant is responsible for his or 
her own safety. Bring ample food and water, dress appropriately. 
Hike leaders :  Please send your reports to: 
Cecilia A. MacDonald, 260 Sever Road, Delanson, NY 12053. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday , December 7 - Joe Nicolella  will lead us on 

the trail in Thatcher Park from the Nature 
Center to the hang gliding area . This is a 
relatively easy trail with just a few parts of 
elevation. Meet at Rotterdam Square Mall 
across from Office Max at 10:00. Call him at 
372-2797 for sign-up. 

 
Saturday , December 13 - Ron Neadle will lead us on 

a trip to Plotterkill Preserve . This is an 
interesting hike with different kinds of terrain, 
easy to moderate. Meet at Rotterdam Square 
Mall opposite Office Max at 9:30. Call Ron at 
875-6008 to sign-up. 

 
Sunday, December 28 -  Relax after the holiday rush 

and join John Rack and Cecilia MacDonald 
in a fairly short but pretty hike at Woods 
Hollow  near Altamont. Call John at 399-5081 
or Cecilia at 872- 0823 for sign-up. 

 
 
                 
Trip Tales  of the Thanksgiving breakfast will be in the 
next bulletin because at this writing it hasn't taken 
place. So stay tuned for pictures and a first hand 
report then, Meanwhile we wish you a very merry 
holiday season.    

MERRY CHRISTMAS &  HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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Paddlers' Weekend 
Here is a reminder autumnal of the atmosphere 

during Paddlers’ Weekend.  Note part of the NNYP 
Armada assembling and ready for action at the 
Waterbury Reservoir.  Don’t get much better!! 

 

Past 70 Miler Results 
Dick Davies, the historian for the General Clinton 

Regatta, is trying to restore some of the records of the 
early 70 mile races.  Many of these records were lost in 
the flood a few years ago.  His goal is to list every person 
who has done the 70 miler.  He would like to have an 
accurate listing of how many 70 milers each person has 
completed.  He has a difficult time doing this when 
someone has done the race under more than one name 
(i.e. maiden name and married name or nickname). 

If you completed the 70 miler years ago please 
contact Dick with your name, partners name and class 
you were in, and the year or as much information as you 
can remember. Send it all to:  Richard Davies, 149 
Hillside Acres, Bainbridge, NY 13733 
 

Jacques Brel is Alive and Well 
Two SWC/NNYP members are heavily involved in 

putting on Schenectady Light Opera’s next show:  
“Jacques Brel Is Alive And Well And Living in Paris”.  
Allan Foster is Director and Gina Kornrumpf is 
Rehearsal Secretary.  Jacques Brel was one of 
Europe’s foremost balladeers of the 60’s and 70’s.  
The show played to packed houses in NY’s Greenwich 
Village in the 60’s – and is as current today as then.  
The show will be done cabaret-style, and tickets are 
available by calling SLOC at 1-877-350-7378 
 

For Sale 
Thule/Yakima Rack and Accessories. 
Show Sally or Bud Halsey at The Boathouse at  Rexford 
Bridge your NNYP membership card to receive a 20% 
discount on in stock Thule and Yakima rack accessories. 
Shipping required on orders unless combined with our large 
order. 
 

Barge Chaser Results 
Short Race (3miles) 
C-2 Mixed Recreation Vets  Allan & Lois Foster 32:25 
C-2 Men Recreation Masters: Eric Katz & Colby Gail  30:29 
C-2 Mixed Standard Seniors:  Liz & Frank Strickler  28:43 
C-1 Men Standard Veterans:  Jim Lord  27:45 
K-1 Men Standard Veterans:  Richard Sleeper  30:47 
 
Long Race (7 miles) 
K-1 Men Racing Seniors:  Mike Wolfson  1:09:45 
K-1 Women Racing Masters:  Nancy Eberle  1:22:32 
C-1 Men Standard Masters:  Geoff Moore  1:17:57 
C-1 Men Racing Seniors:  Dale Carpenter  1:09:10 
C-1 Men Racing Veterans:  Bill Robinson  1:20:40 
C-2 Mixed Racing Veterans:  Bob & Lin Cooley  1:09:41 
C-2 Mixed Racing Masters:  John Ders & Mary Houck  1:07:07 
C-2 Men Standard Veterans:  Harold Stata & Craig 

Hadden  
1:13:23 

C-2 Men Racing Masters:  Jeff Shultis & Larry Harris  1:01:04 
 Russell Rayot & 

BillO’Donnell 
1:09:09 

C-4 Mixed Masters Alec Davis, Ed Grainer, 
Roger & Joan Henry 

1:03:36 

 

Send in Your Blade Inputs Now! 
Send to Allan Foster: adfos@aol.com, 379 
McCormack Rd, Albany, NY 12208, by the 10th of 
month.  Put NNYP, SWC or Blade in the email subject 
title line so I don’t Spam you, and pictures should 
preferably be less than 100Kb.9
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Holiday Party Dec 6 at Turf Tavern  

There is still time to reserve your place 
The SWC/NNYP/MVHC Holiday party at the Turf Tavern in 

Scotia is on Sat, Dec 6 and you still have a limited time to 
reserve a place.  It will follow the successful ‘07 party format 
with a cash bar social hour starting at 6PM where you can 
catch up with your friends and meet some of our newer 
members (the newer can meet the more seasoned members).  
Dinner will start at 7PM and is served buffet style with three 
entree choices (Chicken Florentine, Seafood Newburg and a 
Honey Ham Carving Station) accompanied by vegetables, 
potatoes and rice, and Caesar and House salads as well as 
rolls and butter.  A yummy surprise desert follows.  It just costs  
$29 and reservations must be made by Nov 30.  This year you 
can make table reservations for up to 8 people if you would 
like.  It makes it easier for Ray to do the paperwork by only 
processing one check for 8 people. 

 
For reservations, send your check for $29 per person, 

with a note indicating whom it’s for (if for a table, list all 
the people), to Ray Asselin, c/o SWC-NNYP-MVHC 
Holiday Party, P.O. Box 228, Schenectady, NY 12301, 
call Ray at 355-1882 if you are mailing after Nov 26 so 
he can commit to the Turf for your meal.  

 
Please call Tony Dorangrichia at 435-9981 or email at 

TDORANGRICHIA@nycap.rr.com with questions about the 
timing,  food and arrangements. 

 
Names: $29/diner 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Phone #  

E-mail:  

Address:  

 
Make checks payable to SWC 
 
Mail to: SWC-NNYP-MVHC Holiday Party
 Schenectady Wintersports Club 
 P.O. Box 228 
 Schenectady, NY 12301 
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